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Saloms's Prayer,

A, mother, full of fondent dreams }
And did thy hopes aspire

To whero befare the throne there gleams
The oryatal sea of fire?

DIdst seo in vision, loft and right,
Thy two rona seated there,

With golden crowns, arrayed in white,
In glory nono might share?

Ah, ocould thine eyen have seen indeed
The boon that thou didat ask,

How one dear son for Christ muat bleed,
And one work out hin task !

1t was not Christ's to grant or give
But by the Father's rule;

And sufforing is, for all who live,
"The saint’s appointed school,

Ho crownn tho victor's hrow, but firat
Must come the fierce hot atrife ;

The soul must taste Karth’s last and worst
Bofore it gains ita lifo ?

By circling years, or sudden pain,
Bo ends what He began,

And only thus His servants gain
The atature of the man,

Ye mothers, who for children week
Bigh heritage of fame,
Giod's gifts, s prophet's words to speak,
Or statosman’s might and name,
The wreath that binds the conqueror's brow,
The poet's tongue of fire—
Who thus, Salome-like, would now
Speak out your heart’s desire—

How would yo shrink in pale dismay
Could ye the future scan,

And trace the lonely age and gray,
The features pale and wan,

Could hear the minatrel’s mueio sag,
And see the atatesman foiled,

The one prize never to be had,
For which alone he toiled !

Ye know not that the fire which burns
In words of poet’s lips

Upon the man's own apirit turne,
And ends in dim eolipss;

Yo know not, when for those ye love
Yo aak the world's success,

That fame, wealth, plesaure, nsver prove
Enough the heart to blesn.

Far better ask Salome’s prayer,
If ye will seek aright,

That those ye love at last may share
The thrones to left and right ;

Then leave it to the Father's will
To grant it or deny ;

Sure that His luve will lead them still,
In wandering far or nigh,

<@

Some Strange Methods of Defenoe.
BY MRS, V, ¢, PH®ERUS,

Jarrs was often teased at achool for
his sirunge taste, having recelved from
his p'ay-follows the name of bug-
lover.” "They gave him ibis title be-
cause he way always studying the hab-
its of lewer animals, worms, spiders, or
vasps. Semetimes, however, he gained
from them an intersst in his studies,
Oace he told them he had discovered
an insect in the woods that ponsessed
tha power of eluding his enemies by be
comiag invisible, oy refused to be-
lieve 1t, unless they should see it for
thomeelves,  After school, quite
group net off with James to ses * the
invigib'e jnmect,”

Oace in the woods, they followed
their guide till he called a halt, by the
side of & apider’s web, It was & singu-
lar-looking spider, large and poisonous,
they feared, and the web it had spun
Was of white silken ocords, that were
f0 stroiig that when one broke them he
could hear them snap.

“Well,” said Roy, “you've shown
18 & deciuedly visib'e inteot; how does
he become invisible? 1f you are going to
amper with him, I shall get oat of
tte way, for I'm really afcaid of him.”

“Juse wait a moment, Roy,” said
Jamus, @ I'm o litele afraid of him my-
telt, and I don’t think 1 shall lead you
1nt0 any danger, Pick up that grase.
stalk, avd use it for a wespon, while
you attack it citadel, He:s, give me
that geassatalk, Now all watch the

——

hugo creaturo in the centro of Lis web,
and tell me in a little while just where
you see him”

James touciied the web with tho atalk
snd the spider bogan to swing slowly
on the lines, catching at thom * with
its hands,” tho grass-atalk continued to
touch the web, and the slow, sullen
awinging changed to & rapid shaking, a
shaking #0 rapid that for few minutes
together not one of the boys conld see
spider or spider’ web,

““Hurrab for James' discovery!”
called out theboys, * We have surely
reen & creature that can rush out of
danger into invisibility,

James' discovery sot the other hoys
on the watch, and they found out some
animals who postess the power of be-
coming invisible in the water, They
were guided to these animals, not by
original investigation, as James had
been, but by ocertain passages in
their reading-booke, They read how
the cuttle-fish is snpplied with a
bag containing & fluid as **black as
ink ;" how, when pursued by en enemy,
he discharges a cloud of ink, thus ren-
dering the water xo impure thai he
himeelf becomes invisible and effects
his retreat ; they read also of an animal
called tho *gea-hare,” which, under the
same circumstances, ¢ darkens the
water around it with a lovely purple
dye."

Having now discovered animals
which, in a certain sense, may be aaid
to have the power of rendering them.
solves invisible, fn the air orir the
water, they searcbed for some oreature
which might possess this power on the
land, fiuding this also, not by actual
observatlon, but in & book of travels,

“In the arctic regions, the rabhits are
clothed with a white fur; this colour
sometimos enables them to save their
lives, by lying perfectly still and
motionlees t'ml the snow. b‘:ad rsl\bb]it
may see an eagle railing over head, look-
ingyfor 1ts e}:gey. It he inutantly be.
comes as motionless as if dead, he may
remain stretched upon the snow beneath
the eagle's eye and yet perfoctly un-
noticed by her.”

When this was mentioned by one of
the boys as & specimen of invisibility,
there was quite a controversy as to
whether it should be acoepted or not;
& controveray that was finally referved
to the teacher, who decided that # the
rabbit may be perfeotly visible to the
eagle, he may see it, but fails to dis-
tinguish it fiom the vast fields of snow.
Its weapon of defence seems to be its
power of becoming motionless, and not
that of becoming invisible, Though
seen, it is not recognized,”

NP
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Why Bees Work in the Dark,

A LIFE-TIME might be spent in in-
vestigating the mysteries hidden in a
bee-hive, and still half of the secrets
would be undiscovered. The formation
of the vell has long been a problem for
the mathematician, while the changes
which the honey undergoes offer at least
sn equsl interest to the chemist,
Every one knows what honey fresh
trom the comb is iike. It i a olear,
yellow syrup, without a trace of sugar
in & Upon atraining, however, it
grodually sssumes a crystulline appear-
ance—it candles, as the sayiug is, and
ultimately bocomes a solid mass of
sugar, It has not been suspected that
th. changs is due to a photographic
action, This, huwevar, is the cave.
This is why bees work in perfect dark-
ness, and why they obscure the glass

windows sometimes placed in their

hives, The existence of their young
deponds npon the lquidity of their
food ; and 3f light wero allowed soco:s
the syrup would acquire a more or Jose
solid consiatency ; ic would weal up the
colls, and probab'y prove fatal to the
inmatey of the hive,
At the Wheel,

A GREAT deal of thrilling intorest
gathers about a pilot, who is the ruling
spirdt of the ship, Tt is the pilot's duty
[ to guide tho ship safely on her course,
and for this reason he must be gobor,
clear in judement, and thoroughly
acquainted with the science of naviga-

veasel, which s called the pilot-house,
In itis the wheel by which the stecring
al)pamtuu of the ship is moved, There
wlro are the compass-hox and the chart ;
tho former contains a card, marked
with the thirty-two points of the com-
pasé.  Fixed over this is a magnetic
needle, whivh always points direotly
north, the variation excepted. The
chartis & map of gome part of the earth's
surface, wit{: the coasts, isles, banks,
rocks, channels, entrances, rivers, and
bays, aud sonndings, or depth of water,

The pilot's hand guides the wheel,
while his eyes study the chart and
compass, It is hiy smbition to bring
his ship to her destinstion in safoty,
Bometimes hundreds of lives are in his
hands, %0 to wpeak, and his is a respon-
sibility which no one would envy him,
He steersland guides, steers and guides ;
for there are many dangers aheadwhich
he and he only knows. The parsengery
laugh and are gay; they do not trouble
themeelves, for & good pilot is at the
wheel, and unless wrecked by ! orm he
will bring them safely to port,

There is a great Pi'ot who steers for
all the world, Hiseye never closes,
nor does His hand ever relax. The
world has become 80 sccustomed to His
guidance that it often forgets to own
and thank Him. And yet, if for a
single moment He were to withdraw
His omniscient gase, the world would
dash from her orbit, snd be hurled into
chaos again,

The same great Pilob who guides this
world through space is ready to guide
each one of us in the voyage of life.
Those w10 put their trust in Him are
safe; thuse who seek other pilots, or
who try to guide themselves, are sure to
be lost. Alas! how many are wrecked
:ll))eeauue ‘hey do not choose the groat

ilot,

In 1883 the inhabitants of Paris ate
9,485 horses. 307 asses, 40 mules-—not
far short of 5,000,000 pounds’ weight.
The use of such ment is stimulated by
the high prices of beef and mutton,

Tre French Conaul asked the Queen
of Madagascar that the French traders
might be paid for the loss they suffered
from her forbidding the sale of spirits
in ber dominions, ¢ Yos,” she replied,
“we will give you compensation, pro-
vided you will aleo compensate us and
our subjects for the incaloulable mis-
chief your poison has done,.”

Nor long ago a lady who had just
returned from Europe was asked by a
friend if she had meen the Lion of St.
Mark, “Oh yos,” she replied; ‘‘we
arrived just in time to sve the noble
creature fed.” The late Dr. Beadle of
Philadelphia must have enccuntered
the same lady. He spoke of the beauty
of the Dardanelles, and she

#Oh yes, I know them well ; thoy are
intimate friends of mine.”

tion, He oconpies a certain part of the | 7.
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LESSON NOTES,.
THIRD QUARTER.

STUDIES IN THR WRITINGR OF JOHY,
A.D. 30.] LEBSON 1v, [July 25,
Tox Resurkrorion oy Lazanua,
John 11. 20.22, 8944, Commit vy, 28.26.
GorLpex Texr,

Jeaus said unto her, I am the resurrection
and the life.~John 11, 25,

CENTRAL TroTH,

Jeaus Cirrint is the resurrection and the
e,
DALY ReADIxGS,

M, John 11. 1727, Tw. John 11. 28.44,
W. John 11. 45.57, 7%, John 5, 17.29,
. Rom, 6. 113, Sa. 1 Cor, 15, 12.98,
Su, 1 Cor. 15, 85-38,

Note.—This lesson, as selected by the
International Committes, was so long (vs.
17-44) that the leading publishing houses
agreed on the a'sove shorter solection. The
same is true of Lesson 12,

TiMe.—January to Fabrus y A.D. 30,
immediately following the lut?u:on.

Pracx.-—Bethany, on the Mount of Olives,
about two miles south-east of Jorusalem,

IRTRODUCTION, —In our .ust lesson we left
Lazarus dead at Bethany, and Jesus remain.
Ing two daya atill in Pcrea, and then journey-
ivnvg with “hie disciples toward Bethary,

hen he arrived, he found that Lazarus
had been dead and buried four days, the
burial, according to Jewish custom, taking
ﬁlme on the same day on which he Qied.

& was boried in a cave, or a recess hollowed
out of the perpendicular side of & rock. It
was probably a private tomb in a garden,
;l'?e :iiaten were at the house movrning with

riends,

Hxres oviR HARD Praoxs,—%20, Martha
met him—Juat outside of the village, v, 30.
Jesun did not go to the bonwe, (1) because
he would mee and instruct the sisters alone,
(2) The Jews there might report him to the
Pharisees and hinder his plans, Bu¢ Mary
sat still—Or atill sat, Being more retired,
she did not hear of Jesus’ arrival as soon as
Martha, who would be busy with the house-
hold, and firut see the meavenger (see Luke
10. 38.42)., 25. I am the resurreclion—All
the dead shall rise through my power, there-
fore I can raise to life as emily now as on
thas great day. 28. Shall never die—Thers
will be no end to his existence. Physical
death will be but & change : a doorway to a
higher life. 27. Thou art the Christ—And
therefors what you say must be true, though
I oannot quite understand it. 39, Take
away the stone—That was rolled against the
entrance of the tomb, 41, Thou hast Aeard
me—Jesun, as the Messiah, kept up continual
communication with iis Father in heaven,
44, Bound hand and fsot—REither the limbe
separately, or his whole body was wound
loosely in cloths. The coming forth may
have required little more than sitting up
and appearing at the entrance of the topb,

Sussxers POR Sexciat Rrrorts. — The
family at Bsthany,— Rock tombs,—Jesus
the resurrection aund the life.—Comfort and
help in the doctrine of the resurrection.—
Why Jeaus prayed.—Grve-clothes.—This
miracle a parable of redemption,

QUESTIONS.

INTRODUCTORY.—Where was Jesus in our
last lesson? Where was he golng? What
for?! How long after Lazarus’ death did
Jesus ree.ch Bethany ? (v, 39.)

Sussrcr: Jxsus THE RESURREOTION ANS
THE Lirx,

1. Jrevs TracuiNg THE DoOTRINE OF THE
RrsurrkerroN. (va, 20.27).—Where did
Martha meet Jeaus? (v. 30, What was her
greeting? How did she know that her
brother would not havs died had Jesus been
there?  What shows that she still hoped for
some help from Jesus! Had Jesus raised
sny from the dead before this? !Luke
7. 11-17; 8. 49.56.)

What was Jeaus' reply? (v, 23.) What did
Martha take this to mean? v. 24,) What
greal doctrine did Jesus then teach her?
What is the resurrection? Who only are to
have this resurrection to life? What does
Jesun mean by saying that he is the resurrec-

tion? How oan Chr be said never to
die? How did Martha give her assent to
this teaching? (v. 27.) How was her faith

Jesus as the Mossiah an assurance that
she balievad what Jesus had been tenching?

Why did .not Jeans come to Martha
howse? How did Martha learn of Josms




