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our elders might not disdain to approve.
It has been used as one of the strongest
arguments in favor of inter-collegiate games
that they bring together the students of
the country, and make them acquainted
by giving them for the time being a com-
muntty of interests. Of how much more
profitable nature is not that mental inter-
course in which different bodies of stu-
dents may meet in the exchange columns
of their college papers.

These reflections however might not
have been written were it not for the fact
that but few exchanges have reached us
during the past month, while the editor
of this department yet feels that something
is expected of him. However three com-
mencement numbers have not yet been
noticed.

The Cathoiic Review, of New York, in
its issue of August 1gth, contained the
following highly laudatory reference to
Rev. Father Van Laar :—Rev. Father Van
Laar, O. M. I, late of Ottawa, Ont., left
Quebec on the 4th inst., for Paris, to re-
port at the mother house of the Oblate
Fathers, who have charge of the new
magnificent Basilica of the Sacred Heart
of Jesus, now building in Mountmartre.

The Rev. Father has labored in the
United States these twenty-three years past
with unbounded zeal, whether as assistant
pastor in Willimantic, Conn., or as first
pastor of the new parish of Baltic. In this
last place he built a magnificent convent,
academy and parochial schools, which he
placed under the care and management of
the Sisters of Charity, of Tilbury, Holland.
The people of that parish, as well as his
fellow-laborers in the Hartford diocese,
knew how, in spite of most direful calami-
ties, the good Father kept everything per-
taining to the church in the best order,
fulfilled most scrupulously the manifold
duties of a faithful pastor, and undertook
for God’s glory and the salvation of the
little ones of the flock, what far wealthier
priests would ‘have feared to attempt.
Accustomed already as a secular priest to
the practice of the greatest mortification
and self-denial, he must not have found it
very difficult to offer himself entirely to
his Master’s service by joining the Oblates
of Mary Immaculate, whose devout and
faithful child he had always been. His
hidden life in the novitiate at Lachine—
his labors in Lowell and in several parish
missions-—his almost over scrupulous at-



