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THE PULPIT.

TH1E COINVERS1O'.L OF~ TH1E DYING THIEF.

"Ad l cid a ide Jeau8, Lord, rernembeir -nie icli'n thou co;?e(.si iinfo tliy 1khîgd(orn.
Awd Jeens salic Uie hilli, To-iday shait dieut be wvith mie initds.

As Jesuis hiung upon the cross, derided by the rulers, revilcd by the
chef£ pricsts, railed 0o1 by the multitude, mecked by the soldiers, and te
ail appearance fersakzen. by bis Ged, eue solitary buman voice proclainied
hinm Lord; eue man alone confessedl 1-im te, bc God's anointed, aud
spoke of Ilis kingdoni. Tlmt eue mian -%vas a clying nialefactor. Eveni
the faith of Ris disciples had conipletely failcd ; they Iltrustcd that it
liad been He -%vho shou]d hiave redeemcd Israel," but the cross lied put
an end te their hiopes. Not so witli tlîis iioor sinuer; the cross Nvils no
stumbling-block te lmi. Neithier was his o-wn past guilty life, ner bis
utter inabîlity to nmke auy amuends; but withi a simple, childlike faithi
lie committedl his soul's aterual -%ve1fare te "Christ andi HEi crucifledl."
Millions have trustedl to Christ since Ilis exhaltation; only ene sinner
trusted in li during is âeepest humiliation. "Lord, reniiember ime
wvheni thon comcst iute thy kiingdoai." Row simple the prayer, and how
speedy the auswer; "YVerily, I say unto thee, To-da.)y shait thon ba with
me iii pa.radise." If snich a siinuer at such a time could bac pardonied,
surely ne eue need despair.

Tbis man liad doue nothiugô to, comniend hlm te, the favour of Qed.
Naithier wvas it lus peuitence, ueor Iiis faitb, nor bis prayer that drew
tow'ards hlmii the love of God, or that proctired for 1dm the forgiveness
of bis sin. It -,vas while lie vas yet "ldead iii trespasses aud sins" that
the love of Qed the Fiather yearned towards hini, and the love of Qed
the Holy Spirit wvrought in hlm. It was a manifestation of the free,
unmierited, infinite iuerey of Qedl, and the nuighlty power of the Spirit
wvorhin- in the heart of the lest sinner, "lte the praise of the glory of
bis -race."

And such is a type of the conversion of every siimmer wvlio turus te
the Lord. It is net the prayers and tears of the peitent that touch the
licar.t of Qed. It is ne the desîre for pardon and deliverance on the
part of the awakcnedl seul that iuoves Minu te pity; but the very flrst
motions towards grief and hatred ef sin -are begotten by Qed Hiniseîf in
the lieart of the sinner. Alarmi for the consequences of sin inay bac but
the resuit of natural fear, but the flm'st cry of the sin-burdeneci seul, like
the flrst wail of the niev-borti infant, is anl evidence that God bas
breathed into, it the breath of life. It is the Hely Spirit's first -%orc te
cenvince of sin, and the seul that is truly sekiug the Lord xuay know
thiat it is Qed, Himself wvhe is drawiug hini with. "the cords of love."

We ofteu hear of deatlhbed repentance, and, blcssed be Qed, there are
such cases. Foolislh and -%iceed as it is te put off salvation te the fag-
end o? life, wvitIL aIl the risk, mereever, of being, "suddeinly eut off, and
that wýitheoutreuedy," yet aven up te the last moment, if the seul can
but lok te Jesus with. the oye of faLiti, as the glazîug eye of the ser-
pent-bitten Israelite might have turned tewards the serpent of brass and
found licaling. He whlm is -:able te save te the uttermiost" will bo found


