NEW SPELING

Worcester in cisatlantic circls ther hav
been aded the Century and Standard Dics
with revision of Webster calld Internation-
al and one of Worcester is under ways: in
transatlantic circls, to Stormonth and Oyél-
vie, ofn calld Tmperial, ther has been ad-
ed Mwrray’s, or New Eng. Diety of the
Philole Socy, so far publisht as to be use-
ful, while a Dialect Dict¥ is promist. Pas-
sy’s Maitre Phonctique stil comes regular-
ly from Paris printed thruout in an alfa-
bet capabl of expressing most modern lan-
guages and is an actual polyglot, but in
coloquial speech only, not in 1ts vocabu-
lary or standard dictionary forms. Be-
sides, Prof. Vietor’s Phonetische Studicn
now publisht as a suplement to Newere
Sprachen (¢.e., Modern Languages) dicuss-
ing higher linguistics in formal papers by
difrent riters, each articl being printed in
the language of the riter himself. Re-
cent publication of Part V of Ellis’ great
work on Pronunc'n, with activity by Dial-
ect and Philological Societis (thru their
publications) on both sides of the Atlantic,
altogether opens up a new era which shud
herald advancement in Alfabetic Science.

Without suport litl real progres can be
made. In the words of A..J. Ellis:—

« «pruth is greatand must prevail.’
Trite the adage: How?and when?
Trial tels another tale;

Truth Has FAILD; wil fail again,

If not bakt by truthtul men.”

Tts fuler titleis: THE HERALD OF NEW
SPELING, A CRITICAL REVIEW, REGISTER,
NEws RECORD, EXPONENT AND REPORTER
OF PROGRES IN ALFABETIC SCIENCE—
sumd up in News, Criticism, Progres.

If 100 ernest workers wil circulate, ju-
diciosly and carefuly, an average of 100
copis (in all, 10,000 quarterly) it can soon
spred such noledge of Amended Speling,
and the principlsand practicability ot tru
Orthograty, that thinkers wud be largely
levnd therby.

Fach subscriber wil be a misionary, the
main-spring in the circl of his own influ-
ence. Ile wil receiv regularly AT LES
THAN CoST a tool with which efectiv work
may be done if so disposed.

THE ORTHOGRAFIC UNION.

The Orthografic Union began 114 years
ago. Its sec’y is F. A. Fernald, of Morris
Heights, N. Y. City. Its first annual re-
port apeard in midsumer. It has 193
members, of which

“Thenames . .. .ar largely those who exert
notabl influence on public opinion in varies fields
and who hav itin their power to employ this in-
fluence in promoting the objects of the Union.”

Its immediat work, it goes on to say,

“shud be, not advocacy of any perfected and
far-reaching system of reform buta simpl atempt

to induce peopl tomake those first steps toward
beter things the propriety of which can be ques-
tiond by no one who belicvsin reform at all. .. ..
Acordingly, five clases of simplified forms which
conform in genral to these conditions hav been
selected, nnd a leaflet explaining them printed.
.. ... Therhasbeen preparedan Alfabetic List
of words in genral use that fallinto thesevral clas-
esin forin of a 24 page pamtlet of post cardsize.”
This word-list comprises over1000 words
“mostly selectionsfromalternativ spelingsalredy

in use or improvements proposed by sientific and
other lerned societis, and include such changes
only as a considerabl number of authors. edite:s
and educaters exprest wilingnes to unitein uzing.”

The 5 clases ar: (1) words of which the
type is banishit—a preterit ed changedto?;
(2) words like doctrin, docil, program, fi-
vorit, quartet, infinit, flevel; (3) miselaneos
words, as adz, «r, plow.wagon; (4) terms
in chemistry, as fibrin, orid, sulfur; that
is, improved speling advocated by Asoc’n
for Adva’t of Science; (5) names of places
and peopls, as recomended by Royal Geo-
erafic Soc’y and U.S. Board on Geografic
Names, such as Amur, Bering, Clile, T'4-
bet, Tokyo, Suddn.

THE CASE ADMITED.

Admision that the speling reformer has
proved his case is now genral —denial is
rare. The latestadmision comes fromthe
Tondon T%mes,conservativinevrything els,
therfore notewcrthy. Towards the close
of 1895 a controversy sprang up in itscol-
ums re sp'g re'm.  The editer sumd up:-

“Ther havbeen many revolts against the tyrany
of the rules of orthodox speling, but seldom hav
rebls been so daring and sanguin as in the latest
outbreak cronicld in corespondence in our col-
ums. Advocats of change ar not crotchet-mon-
gers, or men of no literary anthority. Advocats
of individual liberty in speling arnot merely can-
didats in competitiv examinations, stil smarting
from recolection of failure, but scolars and stu-
dents of our langnage. Prof. Earle and Dr Ab-
bott join forces against the despotism of rigid of-
icial orthografy. The present system is wasteful
and unprofitabl. It ocupies youth at the most
receptiv time of life, to exclusion of maters much
more important. Nobody is gainer by the rigor
now in force. In truth we ar not surc if the Pro-
feser be not rightin his sugestiv leter, that cor-
ect speling isa positiv evil, if no something to be
ashamed of. A case,no dout, has been madeout
for greater licens than some examiners tolerate;
and Civil Service Comisioners wud do wel to take
note of points made by our corespondents. To
‘pluk’ a lad becaus he spels ‘judgment’ with two
¢'s: to ignore the difrence in practis of educated
inen in r-gard to scores of words [Webster's 4to
Dictionary givs 1574 words speld in two or more
ways]; to be blind to modern movements inspel-
ing which Canon Girdlestone has pointed out in
our colmis, is pedantry without the redeeniing
virtue of acuracy. Most peopl wil be convinced
by the controversy of the reasonablnes of what
niay be calld constitutional freedomn in speling.
But one or two of our corespondents seem in-
clincd to authovize a state of downright anarchy.
Wviyone wil agree, ‘Down with the puri-t’”

Mention of “anarchy” o's “constitu-
tional freedom” refers to one or two who
prefer to “spel as yu please”—most mis-
| chivos doetrin.  “Constitutional” or fixt




