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with the royal Poct, have their sonls suffused with reverent wone' familiar with all the forns of human learning—aye, even the mas
derment and awe, when they behold “the moon and the stars ter-spirits of literature and scicnce, who, refising to recognize any
which Thon hast created”  Some of naturce ra unpoctic and une reforming agencies outside of their erlinary circles of thought,
impresible as to behold only the common-place accidents of life, have scttled down into the dreary and depressing conviction that
Others—atas! that they nre =0 miany !—to chereh that spirit of the evils which presa upon society mbmit at best of but a partial
pantlicistic aml uwdistinguishing devotion, ahsund were it not and temporary modification. A timorons, tem »orizingz spirit is
wicked, which finda its fitting culmination in the thapeodical apose abroad in the world. ‘The very wond « Reform,™ s subjected to
trophie of Emerson addresed to an hamble bee: *Thou yellow. abuse,  When a good and wholesome institution falls into desue.
breeched philosophier” - We are net stating that the tendeney of ‘e or decay, by all means renew, revive, and re-cstablish it.
Science is towans irreligion, in aswming that in vnreflecting lnmnls‘\\'hon navstom s evil only in its branches, lop dhem off that,
scientific investigation docs teed to fuster this Intter sentiment.  Qur, (ree frond deformity or defect, it way fulfil ite healthful mission,
constitution is governed by fixed laws, and Infinite Bezevolence! But thoee other, full of all unsouminess from lowest tap-root to
hias never placed a blessing within the sphere of onr existences ontermost bough, ealling for the lightning of heaven to blast them
which we may not transfurm into a curse.  Man's power is alto-] with eternal barrenness—to name reform in conneetion with theso
gother of ndelegated nature. 11 this fact is overlooked, scicutific | is hbsoluto desceration? Sl yet, this is what onr boasted ago Is
atudy ie, of all cwployments, the mot unprofitable.  Philosophers| doing, ae it gives itself np to the exclusive guidance of its sciences
may be pious—Astronomers, devont—and Mathematicians, ortho- and philosophics. 1t smiles on old and deeaying abominations as
dox; yot the general tendency of their published speculations and | neceasary evils,” or profancly claims for them the sanetion of the
discoveries is to lead the unthinking to form undely elevated ideas. Most High, till onr moral pereeptions reel and stagger, sl our
of Inunan reason and human power,  Nature nn'f revelation are | very faith in the Suprenie Love becomes shaken, ™ It does this,
not at varianee, ‘They subsist in the relationship of geaml and jtoo, in face amd defance of tha truth which history is ever
eternal hannony,  But this hammony is not upon the surface—it | nore ovolving, that when onco an evil has been brought out into
eludes tho glance of onlinary obeervation—and reveals itself in | the light of free and full discussion, its doom is sealed. for ¢ God's
allits ('xcchinu beauty only to the search of patient aud protract- | ehallenging trampet has blown against it, and it cannot stand.”
e thought, ‘The cause of truth sullers seriously at the hands of | We cannot lelp thinking that the futleences of art are tendin
thote who refuse to recognize this: that rhetorieal picty """‘hiin the same direction,  'The oceasion does not demand & critica
finds no dilliculty in transforming each sunny mountain and each or oxhiaustive analyris of the principles of art—wherein rests its

laciil ocean into a S.\'llllml of the Great Invisible, pla,\‘s dll‘CC“.\':vo“‘or to ‘\[c;\w “'r its power to impm\'c. Weo nay !il“pl\' sny
into the hauds of practieal atheism,—for mountains are not always, thay nothing is bc:\uﬁfu\ or really nseful, when taken from its
sunny, nor oceans always placid. It throws discredit on the pa-| nroper sphicre and madd to occupy a false and unnatural position.
tient and hife-long Yabonrs of tho men—tho immortal men—who hc van have but slight acquaintance with the constitution of the
haye spent their strength in revealing the grand coincidences | human mind who fails 1o sco that influences are aseribed to the
which refer to the same glorious anthorship, God’s word and God's fine arts, which they arc utterly incapable of exerting. Great
works, Wearing the garb, it breathes not the spirit of m\'.crcncc.lmom] reforms and great political revolutions fall alike within ¢ 1
It is empty—it is formal—it is r"’rﬂ&“O"""—‘““‘ it shows its con-"claims of their cnthusinstic advocates. A felicitous stanza or
sistency by ndopting as its chosen watchwords the thread-barejatirring air marks the crises and transitions of nationnl history.
platitudes of the pantheist.  We are not speaking of 8 proper, Within the narrower circle of individual inovement, still more
recognition of [lis power, to whose creative and supporting ener-| wondesful triwmphs are achieved.  Undrainable fountains of bliss
gy all things owe their origin and existence nor of a genuine ap-"aro apened up Letween the shining covers of blue and gold, and
preciation of whatever is marvellous or lovely in nature—but of ynhounded cestacies spring from the melodious twangings of the
that mischievous connterfeit of both so prevalent to-day, which, ! ayren stringe.  Even the olil fashioned weapons of fnith and pati-
Incking the worship of the one ami the inspiration of tho other.| gyee are linble to o into disuse, since a devotional frame of mind
causcs men to ere by causing them to forgel o think. Dangert'iq over ready at the beek of an organ voluntary.  As an ailecta-
aro terrible, by as much s they are unseen.  The rock-bound ' tion this is very pretty, but as a ;:tilosophy it is very abaund. It
coast is to be feared only when enveloped in fog, or shrouded in tyyerpes all of our uature—especially the more grand and heroic
the shades of wight. So here, the tendency tawards an undue yortion of it—in the asthetical.  We become mere pleasure-seek-
exaltation of derived or delegated power, to which we have allud-"wre, attaining the end of our being in gazing on beautiful sights, or
cd, acquires o fearful foree when men are o blinded by the vapild fistening 10 Deautiful sounds.  Facts fare equally ill. It is forgot-
declamations of a superficial piety, that they never recognizo it ton that some of the tivinest strains which ever charmed the car
The literature of the present day is reproducing the faded splen-iof earth have been suny by souls bowed in abject submission at
dors of idolatry.  The Mythic deities may not have resumed theirfthe shrines of lust and power. It is forgotten that ancient art—far
abandoned shrines; the burning sun, the sweeping tempest, the, yiore splendid than that of later date—became the potent minis-
solemn shade, of which they were the controlling spintg, have tor of evil, till, in the excess of its vileness, God swept it away
taken their place. What we have said applies substantially 10 ay with the besom of destruction.  Above all is it forgotten that
practical as well as specnlative science,  Worn with corroding toily i those sublimest pazsages of history, when nations die or are
man_has hailed with unbounded joy the marvellous revolution!lom, we hear only the foot-talls of those plain and unpoetic men,
which has placed beneath his sway, as willing subjects, the over who are ever the lieroes of the world,  In’ short, there are springs
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active forces of the natural world.  Power, like beauty, lies hid-
den everywhere,  The earth, the air, the sea, are full of it. Its
fountains have, at length‘ been unscaled, and, with musical flow,
its streams are carrving joy and gladuess to the nations. It is
not wonderful, then, that man, in the midst of this proud achieve-
ment, himself a prominent actor in the mighty drama, flushed with
the joy of victory, his arm clothed with power and his feet with
apeed, should abate somewhat of the claims of 1lim to whom all
these things belong.

The sentiment thus produced ig in direct antagonism to all true
and desirable progress. It dwarfs man by axcluding from his
cognizance and expericnce the powers of the world to come. It
renders bis development nnnatoral and incomplete. It limits his
advancement ta a single duration.  He gaing an artificial eleva-
tion, at the expense of real and infinite depression.  llis nature
Joses at once its fervor and its faith—it is sun-light, with the heat-

ing ray extracted. Dces not the age abound with such men,

within us which left untouched, all the poetry of the universe can-
not move us 10 a Jofty thought or an heroie deed. The soul has
epergies wusie cannot evoke, and which, when ance aroused, it
hatl: no power to subdue; deep fountains of feeling, which play
obedi¢nt to a higher law than that of the mythical kukcrpc. The
cornet and the drum may inspire on parade, or even thiill on a
gala-lay: men nced diflerent excitement in the great crises of
their experience and destiny,  We put the delicate susceptibilities
with which our whole being is intertwined to but a poor use, when
we attempt to substitute impressions made on them, for the action
of the sterner powers of the soul. A close examination will reveal
the i;m:t that just here lies the secret of much of our prevailing
apathy.

1'I‘hg position taken by many sincere fricuds of Christiznity
swhich 18 at once the basis and the main-spring of all genuine re-
orm), tends to confinm the sway of this co'l)(l and chilling spirit of
indifferentism.  1litherto Christianity has stood distinct from all




