
MONTIILY SUMARY.

Lord John Russell stated îlînt thecorn.lawvproposi-
tion would cmbody tua pritnciplo of a moderato Iixed
c.hay. and %';Guld bu brouglit forwaruùyl usa abl
questIon.

The Chancellor iq to submit the remnluîions in which
his schermo is ta bc iîîcorpuratcd on Friday.

Lord John Russell gave notice for the
IIouFO of Commont; to go into Comatitîc un
the Corn laivs on the next order (Iay affer
tho Slst of May. Ministers intcnd te pro-
pose a fixed duty instead of the prescrnt change-
able onebut what the amount o? this fixed duty
wvas to be had not transpircd. It has beon con-
jectured at Os. per quarter, and at ios. It is
probable that the duty on Colonial bread-stufil.
will also be reduced, if they are flot admitted
at a nominal duty, wvlich is most probable.

The followvîng despatch on the Land Grant-
ing, Systcmn ie from Lord Sydenhams te Lord
John Russel:-
Copy of a despatela f rom Lord Sydenhîam

to ]Lord John Rgussell.
S GovERNM.iENT Housi.,

Montreal, October 1-2, 1840.

My LonD :
I have the honour to acknoivledge the re-

ceipt of your Lordship's despatches ofthe Sist
August and atb Septeniber, Nos. 213 and 2.
As the subjeets of these despatches arc ni
inately connî:tcîd, 1. answer thern togrether.

Tt is unquestionable that the land revenue of'
Lowver Canada bas been very inconsiderable
during tho last few years, but, in attributinîg the
diminution, as I understand your Lordship te
do,to the effeci. of Lord Durhaîn's proclamations
respecting squatters and milîtiamen, your Lord-
ship appears te have fiallen int an error. At
the timo wvhen Lord Durham commenced bis

enur tio the disposai, of Crowvn Lands, he,
süupende the sale of them, and that suspension
continued until it was altered lately by myselr.

The oaly sums, therefore, received cince that
on account of the land revenues, have been in-
etalments for lands previously purcbased, rents
for lands under lease, and payuients for licences
te cut timber. Tîtese sources of revenue are
of course inconsiderable wvhen comparcd wvith
the proceeda of the bale of land wvhen the old
systein wvas in fuil operatbon. 1 feel confident
that as soon as the nev systcmn shaih be in ope-
ration, zhe land revenue will not only equai,but
exceed what il wvas in former years. 1 do not
perceive that it can be affccted in any wvay by
Lord Durharn's proclamations respecting squat-
ters, because by setting up ail unappropriated
Crown Lands f'or sale at a fixcd price, the cx-
elugive privilege, concedcd to that class by Lord
DJurham, is at once ncutralized. But in order
to avoid ûny difficulty, the notice, of which the
enclosed is a copy, was issued fromn the Crowvn

Land Office simultaneously with tho newv land
regulatiens, rcquiring that ail[ daims onder
Lord Durham's proclamation shaîl bo ladged
before thc 22d of Jonuary next. Your Lord-
ship's deepateli contemplates closing those
dlaits nt even an carlier date; but as the cur-
tailment of the time wvould now be compara-
tively immaterial, and as any interferenco with
a notice of this nature might give rise te cern-
plaint, and be rcgarded as a breach o? faith, I
trust your Lordship will not disapprove of my
lcaving the matter as il. at prescrnt stands.

I now proceed to notice the report of the
Land and Enugrration Conissioners, and in
doing so I must express the satisfaction I have
derived from the different communications fromn
those gentlemen %with ;vhich your Lordship hus
favoured me, exhibiting as tlîcy do great atten-
tion be the important subject cntrustcd to them,
and cxprcssing opinions in wvhich f'or bhe rnost
part 1 quite concur.

First, tiie Commissioners express their dis-
sent fronithbe pririciple of affixing different pri-
ces on land in deferent localities. WVere Loer
Canada a wilderness now about te be settled
for the first time, 1 should ai-ree with tbe Corn-
mi .ssioners. The principle of lcaving the ehoice
o? tîte purchaser unfettered and influenced is ne
doubt. abstractedly correct, but it connot be ap-
plied te sucb a country as ibis without modifi-
cation. Under the old systcin sebtienient lias
been encouru-ed ini every part of the Province
indiscrmniinatcly; and aithougli the concentra-
tion has naturahly talien place in localities en-
joying peculiar advantages, there is a very largo
population scabtered îhroughl the more remote
parts of the province. To lix a uniforni price
on ail lands %vould draw awvoy population froni
these lcss favoured districts, and concentrate it
altogether in the neigbbourhood of' the large
towns and rivera. This wvould not only be a
hardship on tîje nmore remote districts, but
wvould have a bad political efi'ect by leaving
those districts, prmncipally inhabîted by French
Canadians, to grow up in their natioLal prejudi-
ces and habits without any sympatby wîth their
fellow colonists.

The fearexpresscd by the commissioners that
the lowv price o? the inferior lands niay tcmpt
those wvbo should be labourers to become land-
hiolders ie, I think, quite visionary. As the
whole price must be paid at bbe lime o? sale,
and as there is no intention of breaking up the
land liet amaîl locations, there is ne ground te,
apprehend that men witbout capital can become
purchasers. Tt is flot froin the acquisition o?
land by poor rmcn, bit froni the speculabion of
the rich that the country bas sufi'ered and con-
tinues to sufibr. Aiîd for this evil the remedy
is not te be fouad ia an increase of price, but
in the imposîtien ef an annuel tmx.

On this latter point, tbe imposition of a tex,
your lordship is well aware of my opinion, as it


