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The Hamilton Herald says that i a fellow competitor in the same line
last year Canada imported from the!of business; buta dollar made by
United States steel rails to the value!the miner makes the whole world
of abont $2,000,000. The vear before: that much richer, as it is taken from
our total imports of steel rails from.no man’s pocket, but it comes in its
the States amounted to about $1.200, ; native state from mother earth, It
000. The valueof our imports ofiis a dollar which has no associations
“railroad iven and steel of all sorts™’ z of erime, want, or misery to be ash-
from Great Britain last year wus;amed of, and, unlike other product-
$67,834, as against $124,115 the yeur;ions, is no$ consumed or destroyed,
before. In the the matter of steel:butis n permansnt contribution to
rails. It is clear, the Canadian pref-

erentinl tariff does not do Great
Britain any good. )

But the proper policy for Canada
isa policy that will give the Cana-
dian market neither to British nor
American manufacturers. There is
going to bhe an cnormous quantity
of steel rails used in Canada this
year. next year, and in the years
following. The demand will stead-
ily increase As the northwest fills
up new railways will be needed, and
all over Canada electric lines are
being projected. The Canadian mar-
ket for steel rails is now an impor-
tant ohe, and is sure to grow in im-
portance. Why should not the steel
rails used in Canada be made in Can-
adn? There is not in the world
better iron ore for the manufacture
of steel than we have in Ontario,
and there is an unlimited supply of
it. All that is needed is for the steel
industry to get a fair start: and the
legislative encouragement vecessary
to give it a fair start is the best pol-
icy for Canada.

Whatabout the vast deposits of
iron ore of Kamloops and district?

— " There is nobility about the occup-

ation of a miner which attaches to
few if any other callings. In other
businesses a dollar made is i dollar
won or snatched from the pocket of

The Provincial Government has
at last consented to make an appro-
priation for a& mineral exhibit from
British Columbia at the Paris expo-
sition of 1900. 'When origmally ap-
proached on the subject the govern-
ment seemed to think that there
was nothing to begained by having
the mineral wealth of the province
represented at Paris, but wiser
counsel huppily prevailed aud with
the desired affect. The boards of
trade of Rossland, Nelson and Van-
conver, assisted by other influential
public bodies brought their power
tobear, and it isnow an assured fact
that British Columbia will have a.
fitting place at the exposition.— Nel-
son Miner.

‘The North Thompson River District.
By John F. Smith

I enumerated in your last issue
the different class of minerals,
both precious and base, which have
been found to exist in the mountain
ronges on both sides of the valley of
the North Thompson river, among
which I outlined briefly the surface
limit of the coal beds as far asin-
vestigations have gone, and the ex-
tent of prospecting directed in their
development, the results obtained
from such efforts, which have been
of a highly satisfactory nature,

the wealth of the commiunity. <————



