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EXPRESS COMPANIES CONSOLIDATED.

TELEGRAM from New York, dated 27th Nov.,
says:—

The American and Merchants Union Express Com-

anies have effected a consolidation of their interests.

e Merchants’ Union atock is taken at two shares
for one, making its portion of the capital nine mil-
lions. The coneolidated Company will have a total
capital of eighteen millions, and will continue the ex-
isting co-operative arrangement with the old com-
punies. Mr. Fargo, is to be President of the new
Company which will bear tha title of the American
Merchants Union Express Companv. The articles of
association have been formally execnted with the fol-
lowing Board of Directors: —~H. Wells, Elmore P.
Ross, William G. Fargo, William C. Beardsley, Ed-
ward B. Judson, William H Seward, janr , James C.
Fargo, Johu N. Enapp, Johnaton Livingston. Clinton
F. Buchus, James M. Thompson, Theo. M. Pomeroy,
and Benjamin P. Cheney.

At an election of officers held to-day, the following
were chosen :—President Wm. G. Fargo; Viee-Presi-
dent, T. M. Pomeroy; Treasurer, Elmore P. Ross;
Secretary, John N, Knapp; General Superintendent
and Assistant Treasurer, J. C. Fargo.

The Commercial Advertiser speaking of this con-
solidation says:—

« It appears that the Adams Company was not re-
presented in the meeting of Express Companies held
to-day. We understand that the Adams Company
are opposed to the basis of an amalgamation of the
American and Merchants Union, and that they re-
quire a re-arrangement ot the terms of the working
union of the several companies. Tha fact ot the con-
rolidation having been accomplished without notifl-
cation of the Adams Company, implies, that the other
Companies are prepared to take irsue with the Adams.
A renewal of the express war seems therefore by no
means improbable.”

THE NKORTH SHORE FOR FARMERS AND
IMMIGRANTS.

RADUALLY the farmers and traders on the North

Shore are beginning to send something besides

tat,

of Fundy, and lain contignous to St. John where it
would have been settled by the Loyalists and fallen
immediately under the eye of tha immigrant when lke
landed, far different would have been the estimate ot
the agricultural capabilities of New Brunswick at the
present day. It is just the soil for the poor man, easily
oleared and easily cultivated, one man with a pair of
horses being able to put in more crop than on our
general upland, in the district above named, can be
done with twice the help—in fact, just the kind of
land that has attracted to Ontario from its being on
the high road of travel, a steady stream of immigrants
from Great Britain and Ireland, as well as some from
the Maritime Provinces. Butthe time is at hand when
the Intercolonial will Jetsome daylight into our north-
eastern oounties and convert the wilderness into a
feeder to our seaport, bestowing & mutual benefit on
each, notwithstanding the cry of lamentation in cer-
tain quarters at the selection of the Robinson route.

We uire, now, to insure the settlement of this
splendid tract of country, & liberal polioy on the part
of the Legislature in dealing with the granting of
Crown Lands. The wild lands owned by the Govern-
ment and fit for settlement, along the Robinson route,
should be given away to bona fide settlers, and we
would even go for the Government making rosds
through them at the public expense.—St John Te'e-
graph.

THE FOREIGN COTTON COMPETITION.
“HE efforts of the government and capitalists of
England to extend the area of cotton cultivation

in other countries beside the United States #fhow no
abatement of energy and enterprise. ln every part
of the globe where cotton can be raised English capi-
tal and braios stitnulate its culture, and sngply as far
as can be all the deficiencies arising from the peculiar
situation of the soil and the cultivators. To emanci-
pate themselves from dependence upon American cot-
ton is an object to which Eunglish manufacturers
attach a high degree of importance. Upon the suc-
oaes of these efforte they regard the question of the
monopoly of the cotton supply as dependent, and to
prevent the restoration of the former supremacy of
the United States in the production of the great
staple, they spare no expense or trouble. The im-
mense political influence of the government promotes
the efforts of private individuais, and English officials

oats to the ft. John market - more especially p A
which, for the first year or two, have been sent here
in considerable quantities. They are, however, of the
commoner kinds, such as the *‘ Christy’’ and ““French
‘Whites.”’

The soil of the eastern counties from Shediac north-
ward is admirably adapted to the successful growth of
the potatoe, but as the distance 1s great and the freight
considerable to our market, we would strongll_{ urge
upon the residents of that locality the propriety of
growing the finer kinds. The early blue is, of course,
unsarpassed ; but the drawbacks are generally liable
to disease as soon as the root is fit to dig, and the dia-
tance rendering it unfit as an early potatoe to send to
8t. John, as the market can be supplied earlier from
the neighboring couunties of King’s and Queen’s. But
the varieties known here as the Owen and Kidney and
Carter are all favorites, bring the best price-and meet
with the readiest sale. The first named is grown
largely up the 8t. John River, and one sees barrels of
them of such lonq}h that they might almost be earried
by the armful. They are long, smooth, taperln%tt
each end, with few eyes and pink in color. The
keep firm until very late in the spring, and dou’t
sprout 8o vigorously as the Carter. The Kidney has
the same characteristios, dlﬂbﬂnﬁonly in appearance
and being of a kidney shape and color. 'ﬁm Carter
may be described as round, slightly flattened, fall of
deep eyes and of & white skin. Itis a rank grower, very
proriﬁo, matures nearly as early as the Bluenoss, and
is just the potatoe for fall and early winter use.
our agricultural friends at the north would try some of
these kinds, we think the results would be such as to
jndmoe them to go into the bustness in earneet, as
Jabor there is chesp, and with the aid of diggers for
raising the mussel mud, which gre now in use about
Shediac, manure of irst-rate quality can be cheaply
procured. Mr. W. Stevens and Mr. H. A. Scovil had
each & mud digger at work in 8bhediac harbor 1ast win-
ter and raised a great many loads. The machine is
drawn on to the ice, and by means of a long arm
operated by & horse, the shovel is pro%ected through &
hole in the ice into the mud. About four shovels full
ill a single horse sled. Themud is full of small shells,
and when mixed with barn yard manure—two loads
of the former to one of the latter—makes a capital
compost, or if summered over and turned will do to
apply direotly to the potato.

Our North Bhore friends are delighted (and well
they may be) at the prospect of the ‘‘ Intercolonial"
going that way. It will open up a new world to them.
givs%hem another circulating medium instead of oats,
—destroy the truck system, keep our young men at
home, possibly infuse a little progress into the minds
of the French, and throw open oocupation thou-
sands of acres of splendid Iand which hitherto
been left to solitude and the lumberman because of re-
mote situation and proximity to a people of foreign
language, exclueive customs and o-cupying for a hun-
dred miles s water frontage as rich in wealth as the
world affords,

Those of our readers who have never seen the North
Shore country, and more particularly the farmers of
the southern section of the Province who are only fa-
miliar with their own rough, hilly fields, where they
have to contend with stones and a surplusage of water
fed from small springs, have not the most remote con-
ception of the boundless stretch of gently undulating
1and, free irom stones, of excellent quality—generally
of a sandy loam—that greets the eye as the traveller

ursues his journey from Shediag al} the way to Dal.
Eouaio—-ln act, getting better as one goes further
north, Had this Jang bordered the shoras of the Bay

and lar agents in every part of the world to
oarry out the designs of the Manchester Cotton Sup-
pl{_hAuocimon.

o Iatest information relative to the culture of cot-
ton in other countries besides the United States
during the year 1868, are re-assuring. A company
has been formed in Meibourne for the cultivation of
ootton and sugar in the Feejee Islands. the soil and
olimate of which are said to be favourable for the
growth of these products. In the cotton province of

an Paulo, Brazil, the product has increased from
7,027 arrobas in 1864-5, to 690,000 arrobas in 1867-8.
For the year 1868-9 a yield of no less than 800 000 ar-
robas is anticipated. The British consular agents in
the United States of Columbia report that notwith-
standing the admirable capabilities of 8oil and climate
1o cotton is grown in the interior, owing to the indo-
lence of the natives, and also owing to the unsettied
political condition of the country. But from the ocon-
sular district of Madalena a small supply will be ob-
tained. The ootton tree is indigenous and perennial
in this region, and offers almost boundless returns.
When the crop is fpicked, the tree is cut down, and
sprouts up again for next season. The tree bears cot-
ton for twenty years. With a settled form of govern-
ment offering security to labour and oapital, it is
estimated that immeunse returns could be procured
from this region.

From India the exports for 1887-8 show a decrease
of 56,000 bales a8 oomgnred with the sesson last year.
1his falling off is attributed partly to the early setting
in of the rainy season in the Central Provinces, and
partly to large supplies sent to the Northwestern Pro-
vinces and to Bengal for native consumption. The
area cultivated 18 larger, however, tban last year, and
it is anticipated that later accounts may show an un-
diminis supply for exportation later in the season.
Lord Mayo, the new Governor-General of lndia, in
response to & committee of the Cotton Supply Associa-
tiou promised to promote and extend tha cultivation
of cotton in India, and facilitate its speedy convey-
ance to Great Britain,

Amerioans have still too deep an interest in their
great staple to be indifferent to the effurts that are in
progress to stimulate competition with it by the
variour cotton producing countries in the world. That
these effrts are to a large degree sugcessful, and that
they promise no iess important results in the futare
than in the past is only too apparent. But the con-
trast betweeu the action of government and capitalists
of England and thoee of the United States are not
favourable to the American character. 1f we are
ever to recover our former cotton ascendancy it will
manitestly be through individual enterprise exercised
irrespective of co-operative or government aid. This
course, perhaps, may be more in acgordance with the
prevailing type of American charaater, but it is cer-
tain that wise statesmanship demands at least the re-
moval of all impediments to the culture of cotton in
the Jouthern States.

Aat, 1 a

TEE GoRE BANK.—The W k Times is ple
to notioce from the price list ot stocks, &o., pusllahed
at Montreal, that the stock of the Gore Bauk within
little over 8 month has risen 13 per cent. Suth quota-
tions indicate what we foretold in respect to the in-
stitution named. It will not be long under present
mansgement until the stock of this old bank will be
quoted at par on the reduced value, and in time we
hope to see the directors declaring handsome divi
dends to wipe out pgst losses on stogk reduction,—
Homilton Times, <~ ' -~ T :

THE FRONTERAC LEAD MINE.
TPHE work of development having been carried on
all summer, there {8 now an opportunity to record
the progress which has been effected in the inter-
vening period.

This mine is situated in the township of Lough-
borough, and located on the Rouseborn lot some 20
miles dirtant from Kingston bv way of Railton, but
the distance is shorter by the Perth road, though the
latter road, in conrequence of its bad atate of repair,
is not followed at the prerent seazon when the rains
and fall weather have made ita condition more than
usually bad. In equipping the mine with suitablae
buildings, furnaces and machinery, a vast amount of
teaming has had to be done. Most of the supplies
have had to be conveyed from Kingston; ang the
necessity for good roads in getting in heavy ma-
chinery has fully impressed itself upon those who have
had this important matt r in charge. We make this
remark in order t» add that the County Council, in
the view of meeting the wishes of the mining pro-
prietors, and to aid in the prosperity of the town-
iahip. h;we voted a sum of money to put the Perth road

n repair.

In May lagt the work which had been done up to that
time consisted in the erection of a substantial board-
ing house, capable of lodeing 30 men the putting up
ot a blacksmith’s rhop, stable, driving-house and -
der magazine, the building of & house over the shaft,
and an ore shed in which to store the ore.

The actua! mining operations consisted in deepening
the shatt over the vein (first begun by Mr. Rousehorn
on his making the discovery) and in driving a tunnel
or gallery in the vein iteelf, beginning at the lower
part of the hill side near Indian Lake and pursuing an
easterly course, intending to pass the site of the shaft
and to continue the gallery on the other side of it.
The gallery or adit is an important work. and the
miners have been steadily engaged in it all summer.
When completed, it will drain the shaft and remove
the water which percolates into the deep worings from
the surface. It will enable the ore to be more readily
got out by the practice of s/oping, or by breaking down
the roof of the tunnel. It is a slow and tedious work,
but being preparatory to a more speedy process, it
has to be patiently persisted in  The gallary has now
been more than doubled in length, and in penetrating
the hill side, has earried operations to a greater depth
underground All the ore that is got out is stored in
the shed, awaiting the operation ot the crushing and
dressing machinery and the smelting process. In
carrying on the pre'iminary operations thns far, it is
computed that ore to the value of $20,000 has been got
out. The work of tunnelling has more fullv revmfed
the width and character of the vein. The fluted and
columpar appearances on tha wall rock, denoting &
perpendicular movement and attritiou, are held to ba
indications of great depth and permanence. Thesapar
has proved richer in galena as the work has proceeded,
and aitogether the proprietcrs have met the encourage-
ments to fortify themselves in incurring the heavy ex-
penditure necessary to equip the works before they
can expect to obtain any return.

Ihe great labour of the summer, however, has basn
the erection of the crushing mill and smelting works,
all embraced under one roof, in a capacious building
of three floors, measuring 60x60 feet. This building
has been erected, a steam boiler and engine of thirty-
horse power, by Mes:rs. Davidson & Doran, of the
Kingston Foundry, has been put up, & brick chimney
stack 60 feet high has been built, two smelting hearths
have bean put up, and the place is being rapidly got
ready for the crushing and washing machinery and
the blowing fan intended to urge the heat of the
smelting furnaces. The engine has already been
started, and gave every satisfaction on trial. Marsive
spur gearing and shafting intended to move the crush-
inf rollera is also in place. and the entire apparatus
might be soon in working order; but the season for
washing is fast approaching its close and the urgency
for completing the machinery immediately 1s pass-
ing away. By gpring, however, everything will be in
readiness, thoagh the company had hoped to be able
to smelt the ore on hand this fall. In spring the
work of stoping out the ore can be carried ou in the
mine, when it will be procured in large quantity and
at a rate adequate to keep the machinery regularly
employed.

In laying out the reduction works advantage has
been taken of the sloping ground to move the ore to
its destination by the force of its own gravity. A
tramway from the shaft leads to the upper story of the
building, and the waste rpar obtaine(fin separating
will pass out by a tramway leading to the place in-
tended for its deporit, while the wa<hed galena will be
passed on to the floor beneath and conveyed to tha
sme ting hearths. Everything promises to be exceed-
ingly convenient, Nature has stood them service in
supplying a head of water wherewith to wash the lead .
A ‘stream which empties into Indian Lake has been
dammed up by & substantial structure. ftted with a
sluice and flume, and the capacious pond so formed
will give an ample supply of water at the required
height. The existence of this stream is an important
subsidiary advantage to the mine.

In washing the ore the following proccess is em-
ployed :—The water is led to a tank which is covered
or decked over, and in the covering floor of the tank
are ciroular openings fitted with tapering flanged
oylinders of iron, open at the bottom, and formed so
28 to contaln a deep 8and sound sieve Some six or
more of these openings are arranged in the top of the
tank, and there is snother opening fitted with a
straight oylinder, in which an iron plunger about two
feet in diameter ie made to work ur and down as if it
were a force-pump. The strokes of the plunger cause
a suocession of waves or fluctuations to rise and fall in
the sieves wherein the ciushed ore ig placed, and the
effect of the movement is to oause the apdspar to

upy two separste Iaysrs, Tha lightor apay from
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