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of tbe propbecy, however, it was fulfilled in

John (sie Mstt. il : 14 ;17 : 10-13 ; Luke an

1 : 17). The prophet (ltev. Ver.) 7 tbe ans aI1

intended in Deut. 18 : 15. Some tbought it m

to be .Icreiliah or "one of the prophets," M

perhaps Nlases. Pleter in Acta 3 : '22 applies be

this prophecy ta Cbrist. John did not put ni

himscîf an an1 equi'ty witb any of these. an

Ilow different-are tbe clainis of Jesus, Matt. 1~

il1: 27 1ll'hot sayestj thonf Nonplussed,

tbey werc Unwilling te judge John hy bis ti

works, and report tbat bis wus a God-given

moission. The voire. See las. 40 ; 3. His a

awn personality dams not count at aIl. He is

a moutbpieee for a message. Make straiglit, h

etc.; a ean for moral retarmation ta prepare

for the Messiab (compare Matb. 3 ; 2 ; Mark v

1 : 4). Tbe measenger may be torgotten, butt

bis prorlamation as berald, of the comingt

King i8 aIl important. "The dmsert,' a

pathless, fruitless waste, fitly symbalizes tbe

spiritual condition ot the Messiahes peuple.

For tbe cuming ut tîmeir King preparatioli

caust be made, especially by such repentance

as John prescbed. 'if larael repent but for

une day, tbe Messiab will camne.'" (Exposi-

tor's (ireek Testament.)
V. 24-26. They. .wr-e. .Pharisees ; une Of

the two chiet religiausi seets amang tbe Jews.

Tbe other, the Saddlucees, ball nu interesb in

the erning of the Messiah . The Pharisees,

being mourb rnnrcrned about ceremonial

washings (Mark 7 : 3), would nlatually be

struck 1y Jobn's baptiomi. Why boPtizest

thon? 1 roselytes who were admitted intu

the ranmlunity ut loracl overe baptized. But

tbe Pharisces could net understand by wbat

autbority John called upon lsaolites ta

uîîdergo a PurifirstOry synîbalir rite, unIss

hoc had 4, prophetas commission. These

ritluolits weve oiore diaburhed l'y the ayînbul

thon l'y tbe message. 1 baptize mith water,

a preparatary SYMbol witb an eartbly ste-

uent ; Messiaha bsaptism will be witb the

Spirit tram alove, v. 33. The Baptist's

arigin and work, tbough God.appointed,
belonged ta a lamer ephere than Mesiabe.

There standeth one among pou. issus bald

already been bapbized and mas about te

begin bis public ministry. Whom ye kom

net. OnIy Jobn knew, su far, that Jeaus was
Meseiah, vis. 29-34.

Va. 27, 28. Aller me; lai point ot times. 1

Pt not ieorthy ; to perform the service ot a

ave for bis master. Yet this same John had

Oved all Judoea and Gables. Wbat must

essiah, be when He cornes? Betheiny

yond Jordan (Rev. Ver.) ; not the village

ear tbe mounit ot Olives, the home of Lazarlis

nd bis sisters. (Sec Ligbt trom the East.)

E. Pointing ta Christ, 29-34.
Vs. 29-31. The next day ; atter the visit of

he Pharisees. John 8ecth Jeans ; perbapa

aturning frmm His temptation, torty days

tter His baptism. l(Westcatt.) BehOtd the

,amb of God. lb is probable that the Baptist

ad in mmid Isa. 53 :4-10,' whicha he interprets

n the light of sacrificial practice. The Ser-

'ant of the Lord hecomes the Lamb of sacri-

fice. There is a reference also to the lamb Of

the Passuver (Ex. 12 :3-14), then close et

band, c h. 2 :13. Takeih away. sein ; by His

atoning death on behaîf of othera. 0f the

ecorld. How the Baptist'5 vision is enlarged 1

Thus far bis message of pardon had been

confined to larsel ; nuw it is for the whole

world. What greater pardon is possible than

the remnoval of sin? I knew him not; as the

Messiah, when He appesred at Jordan, though

as His kinsman he wals probably acquainted

with Jesue. Yet bis baptism bad directed

tbe believing element of Hie people, the true

Israel, to their Messiah. This was John's

mission, for this rauae came I (Rev. Ver.)

Vs. 32-34. John bare witnessl (Rev. Ver.)

protbably to bis own disciples. 1 behetd (Mev.

Ver.) ; ull contemnplationl, not a triaient

dreses. The Spirit iieRreningj; the pro-

înnsed endawment ot tbe Mesiab, lua. Il:

2 ;61 : . Like a dore,; the gracions and

guilelesa Spirit, witb wbom in Mis fulnessl the

Saviour was enduedl. "The dove, as a

symabul, bereseuggests the notion ot (1) tender-

nesa, (2) innocence (Matt. 10 : 16), (3) gentle

and tranquil motion." (Westcott.) It abolie

upon. issus slready possessed this Spirit

(Luke 1 : 35), but now the endowment is

complete and permanent. LTpon whom thou

ahaUt sec tlic Spirit desoendisg,; the promise, of

the Messianic age, Joel 2 : 28 ; Acts 2 : 17.

The gamte j8 le, etc. Cbrist'a haptism ià

divine in a senvie that John's neyer was. I

sais, and bare record ; a testimony on persoal.

knowledge of immense weight trom anu ot the

-f john the Baptist to Jesus

If,


