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EDITORIAL. COMMENT.

WHE arc indebted to the courtesy of the"New York Lumber
Trade_sournal for a copy of the New York Inspection Rules
for the inspection of hardwoods adopted by the Lumber Trade
Association of that city on April 12th last. It is gotten up in
pamphlet form, and will prove handy for reference.
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Tie CANAba LuMBeERMAN published monthly by A. G.
Mortimer, Peterborough, Ont., and the only paper devoted to
the arade in the Dominion, has issued its first annual special
«edition in new type and on fine papers The LUMBERMAN is
full of interesting and valuable information and must be read
with extreme satisfaction by Canadian dealers in the products
of the forest,  Moreover, it is well printed.  We wish it con-
tinued prosperity.—ATngeton News.
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THE request of manufacturers of bargels and staves that an
cxport duty should be imposed upon clm logs should receive
the favorable consideration of the Fin:{ncc Minister, as no
doulyt it witl. Tt is but carrying out the principle of the -
acased duty upon saw logs last year and the duty placed upon
shingle bolts in the present season,  There is no reason why
manufacturers ir: the United States should be privileged to ob-
tain clm logs from Canada free of duty, Wwhile they have the
Denefit of a protective duty.  Countervailing protection is due
20 our own manufacturers and mechanics in order to do them
justice. Such is the policy we have adopted, and there is no
goud reason why an exception should be magde in this case.

- . - N

NOTWITHSTANDIM the present eapont &ny on logs enter-
ing the United States, it is computed that fully 75,000 stan-
«lards will leave the Nipissing District this seasun to be manu-
factured across the border.  Instead of theeaport decreasing
ainder the lately imposed duty, a consuderalye merease 1s per-
ceptible, which is Ixing brought about phincipally by the
dcepletion of the Michigan forests. Thute. LyMBERMAN agrees
with the many Canadian lumbermen wholare advocating a
further increase in the duty, 1n order to ptevent our natne
woods being slaughtered for the benefit foreign manu-
facturers.  If Americans refuse w Luild mills in this country
and employ Canadian labor, they should Be made to pay
handsomely for the prvilege of manufactuning our logs on the
other side. It is hoped that the DominioniGovernment will
aake further action in this matter before fhc close of the

present session. i
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“THE newly announced tarift changes inclufte the following .
“*Export duty on shingle bolts of pine or cedar and cedar logs
capable of being made into shingle bolts, fl.so per cord of
328 cubicfeet,”  Thisis not as important a provision as those of
Jast year increasing the export dutics on pific and spruce saw
logs, Lut it is a further step in the same right direction. It is
also satisfactory as showing that the attentipn of the adwminis-
ration s still directed to this matter, and Steps will be taken
1o enforce the Jaw. It would manifestly be an alsurdity to
«cxtend this principle unless it were determined to carry out its
aipplication wore thoroughly than in the past, when the small
amonnt reccived from these duties showed that payment must
Javebeen evaded insome cases.  The protection of our own ins
<Justrics, instead of lctting our forests be stript for the profit of
forcign mill-owners, is certainly a salutary principle, and one
1ha1 should be vigorously enforced.
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| Province of Ontario or of those

Now that the Partiament of Canada is sitting, we would
again urge upon the Dominion authorities the propricty of
makine adequate provision for!the enforcement of the export
duty 0. saw logs, which was wiscly augmented last session.
Our friends in the United Stdies are cvidently preparing to
supply their saw miills more fargely with saw logs from the
forests on the waters of L«kcs%luron and Superior.  If they
meet avith any success in their*operations they are certain to
increase thew in the future, Z‘his we cannot prevent, but we
may discourage it, in favour of,our own lumbermen and it they
are to compete with us in out own fotests they should at all
events be made to contribute $0 our revenue.  They should
not be allowed to escape pagnfeat of the dues on any saw logs
shev may convey ncross the ¥ be and the necessary provision
should be made to ensure this. } Otherwise the Act will remain
a dead letter and it might just gs well not have been passed.

* .

AFPENDED 10 Mr, J. T. Wylde's report e trade relations
between Canada and the Wesgj Indies arc some useful tables
from which we take the followipg suggestive figures.  Among
the chicf atticles of import into Jamaica there appear under the
head of wood, white pine $95,oqi, pitch pine $60,000, cypress
shingles $26,400, cedar shingle#$5,500. The United States
cxports for the year to the Brifgh West Indian Istands con-
taincd . Boards, deals, &c., $23;:‘88, shingles $37,685, shooks
$169,682, staves and headings $80,483, other lumber $11,883,
timber $1,468, manufactures of wood $115,322: To Cubathe
United $tates sent lumber $229,850, hoops and hop poles $286,
929, shooks $897, 307, staves and headings $83,000, empty hogs-
heads and barrels $263,265, fun;'lurc $38,985, other manufac-
tures of wood, $37,000. To Mprto Rico they sent: boards,
deals &c., $44,603, hoops and jlop poles, $27,727, shooks,
$157,740, staves ond headings 9,693, other lumber $9,893,
timber $102, manufactures of jood $12,674. Why should

not Canada do a large share of ghis trade 2
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Tue Chicago Northzwestern Bumberman says :—'* It looks
as if the Dominion Governmenghad taken an unfair advantage
of Amercan stumpage owners ig selling them extensive limits,
and afterwards putting an expdrt duty on logs, that deprive
them of realining on their invcfi:cm." We are not aware of
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the Dominion Government havifig sold any limits to ** Ameri-
cans,” and certainly it has not&old extensize limits to them,
The limits in the Georgian Bayggion are the property of the

Slolding from it, and any pur-
chases must have bzen madegrom them.  The Dominion
Government alone hasthe righlgo demand export duties.  We
are glad to learn from our Chicago contemporary that the ex-
port duty has had the desired effct of checking the movement
*t that had begun to assume impdrtant proportions ” of Canad-
1an logs to mnlls in the United Htates.  The wisdom of our
policy may seem doubtful to o neighbors, who are not dis-
interested judges, but our own People are fully convinced of
the wisdom of using our natural Fesources so that the profit of
manufacturing them may accruefto Canadians rather than to
foraigners. ‘

- s .

PRESIDENT CLEVELAND seeis 5o far 1o be anything but
eager to avail hunself of the power given to him by Congress
of retahaung against our comnferce, for our mamntenance of
vur nights i regard to our tisheries.  Neither do the people of
the Umited States seem very anxious to press upon him to take
immechate action in the matter. § It looks indeed very much as
thuugh the Representauves andisenators had been influenced
n ther course by a spirst of brag combined with political wire-
puthng, and that they were IIYO cager to make the threat
than to see 1t carried out.  Ogr lumbermen however should
nut alluw themselves to be lulldl into a fecling of secunty that
may prove fallactous.  Should hny collision occur through our
protection of our hishenes, as rfay well happen, public feeling
m the States way be arousedfand such pressure may be put
upon the President as to force Bim to act, even though it may
be with reluctance.  This possibility should therefore be faced,
and our lumbermen should prepare themselves to open new
channels for disposing of the Produce of thar mulls.  The
nccessity may not anse, but 1t ig well to beready for 1it. It may
appear to be unlikely ; but we Rnow that some shrewd business
men in the United States havd prepared for this eventuality,

and we may therefore conclude that there 1s some nisk.
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Ox anuther page will be fourgl the report of a meeting held
in Montreal during the past month, at which the question of
mcreased tmber dues and giound rents was discussed by the
leading lumber operators of the country. It was resolved,
that the timber trade as recently as the year 1880 assented to a
large increase in ducs, and for this rcason  the further increase
was consiered a gross injustice. It was also resolved by the
bankers present that any considerable increase of charges
on the trade would so Jeteriorate the secusity in timber
licenses as to deter the banks from making the necessary

advances for the L-m)‘ing on of the trade. The deputation
appointed at the meeting referred to waited on Mr. Mereier
and Mr. Garveau, Minister of Crown Tands, urging that the
Government re-consider their action.  Mr. Merteser in )y
stated that it was the fixed policy of the Government 1o
increase the timber rvents, ac the financial condition of
the province demanded it, and for this reasou he could not ac
cede to their request.  This decision on the part of the Quelxc
Legislature will, without doubt, be a crushing blow to th
greatest industry of that province. In Quebec at present
large areas arc unmarketed because itcosts too much already to
get the timber out, It has been stated by one of the leading
operators that lumbermen have not been making mondy
for some years past ; that they have not cut more than a thivd
of their  ordinary stock, and this increase will prove
disastrous and likely result in bankruptcy to many engaged n
large operations.  Mr. Mercicr’s argument that the necessitics
of the revenue are great is doubiless correct, but if ly
his present action the leading industry of the province is cris
pled, we fear he will realize when too late how unuise

his present cours: has been,
»

OF very great importance to lumbermen is 2 measure passed
in the last session of the Ontario Legislature 1o be known e
the Saw Logs Driving Act, 1887, which we republish at length
for the information of otr readers. No doubt it was framed
and enacted with a desite to benefit the trade, to prevent in
convenient delays, to obviate disputes and to afford a means «of
adjusting them fairly and equitably should they arise.  Whether
it will have the intended result is far less certain. It eannot
be denicd that there have been many disputes arising from the
unintentional or wilful obstruction of drives by others ahead
of them, or from the gccidental or celiberate mingling of
drives belonging to differént owners. It was therefore obvious.-
ly to be desired that therg should be means readily available to
remove such cvils as far a8 possible, and to give redress in cas
of damage being inflicted, But we cannot help fearing that
this measure may be found to conduce to disputes, ill-will and
litigation. It secms to offer inducements to the reckless, the
over-zealous or the litigiays to exercise little care in avoiding
causes of disagreement, ot to show little concilliation in the
case of any difficulty. The very fact that hitherto the settle-
ment of such questions \vis difficult and costly, has had a re
straining influence, c:\using aweluctance to give occasion fur
dispute and a willingness td adopt any reasonable compromise
The very increase of fncilitjcs for trying such questions and s
taking action ifinconunoded, may have a tendency to aggravate
the very evil the Act wag intended to remedy.  We hope
however that it may not bé so. At all events, now that this
Act is the law of the land t should have a fair trial, so that if
it is not found to work well in any respect it may be amended
neat year, or as any weak i)oinls may be discovered by practical
experience. It would be vgeless now that the Act is passed to
criticise any of the details, which may be left to the test of time
and experience of its operalion.
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A NUMBER of immn:\nt‘i'changcs have taken place amonyg
the lumber journals in the United States during the month of
May. The Chicago Luméber Trade Journal has been sold hy
Mr. § D Morgan, the hlé proprietor and founder, to a com
pany which is now scekingincorporation.  The names of thes
interested are @ Messrs, Gté W. Hotchkiss, Walter C, Wright,
E. 8. Hotchkiss, and W. W. Hogle, all of whom are already
well known in lumber circigs.  Following this change comes
the suspension of the oldest lumber journal in the United
States, the Lumberman's Gazette, of Bay City, Mich., which
closes its carcer after an existence of thitty-two years. The
subscription list and good-will have been purchased by the pr:
prictors of the progressive and ably conducted Timberman,
Chicago, which undertakeg to supply the news of the Saginaw
Valley in a crispy and enteftaining style.  The Zimdberman has
thrown off'its baby clothc{and become aged so quick that we
hardly expect to know it Hreafter.  However, if it continues
10 prosper as it has during. the past year, we will soon epect
10 sec it standing on the {pp rail looking down upon its con
temporarics, not in the samie spirit as does its big city contem
porary to-day, bt in lhc-:'happy knowledge of superior skill
and enterprise.  We wish-it all the success possible in its ex
tended ficld.  The last. fut not least, of the changes teferred
to is in the Mississppi Valley Zumberman and Mannfacturer,
the publication of which been transferred from Mr. Plant
B. Walker, to Messrs. J. Newton Nind, Platt B. Walker, jr,
Wm. R. Gregory and \V:-:C. Edgar, who are seeking incor)-
oration under the name of the *“Lumberman Publishing Com-
pany.” This journal has !;{ccn established for about eleven years
and has won for itself the will of the trade and a liberal sup-
port.  The new proprietdrs are said to e first-class journalists
and thoroughly conversapt with the nceds of the trade, THE
LUMBERMAN cstends tathe siew management its best wishes
for the future success of this already viluable publication.



