
74. OUR HOME COMPANION

rather froma want of proper training, for that there inuch attachcd te hor. Sho ivas evidently sincero
in not se much reason for excuse now a formorly. and (esirous of accompFshing gomething, but e
Wu have fecilities for improvement that teachers did nlt comprohcud the nature of tho material eho
ton, fifteen or twenty years ago had net. i hope wasdoalingwvth. Sie thonght sil was abolt pur.
and believe the time is net far distant, when every foot in her calling, but the resuit proveà that se
school will be teacher-1raining in its essential char- was ignorant and 0Ioficient, espocaly n those
acter, for tho essential character of a good ter cher qualities that constituto the making of a first-elas8
ie that he understands how to teach bis pupuls how teacher. She was nlt ac, much te bu blamed =
te teach themeolves ; then every Conmon School pitied, and would have made a good teser if she
will, in a certain sense, be a Normal School ; for I hal only bec» trained-if sho had ouly hnown
maintain that no person is able to teach others how. She wzs somewhat like a biacksmi 1 once
profitably, unless he .nows hov te teach himseolf, employed ta set a buggy tire. Ho was conccited
and it is'only when we are able to impart intelli- to the brn, and boasted of superior silU, but
gibly to others what we have lcarned that we eau sowed by the rsuit of hiework that he was ig-
he able to say that we know what we have learned. norant of +he contracting and dilatig quality of
Give a child the privilege of imparting frequently iron, ns well as of the. comparative non-resistiný
to others what it knows, aud it becomes a test to power of wtod, for ho spoîled that -wheel; lo di'1
iteelf of its ewn progress. But I am digressing. nlt undcrstand the nature of the material le waa
I may say that there were some teachers in those dcaling with; ho ivas a cheau îvorkman, but I paid
times to which I have referred who labored just doar for the whistle.
as hard and sacrificed just as much as teachers do A very practical lesson might be lcarned frei
now ; but there were much greater opport inities the robin ln tho treatient of lier yeung. YoU Win
for imposition than there are nov. Some tht a were notice that as soon as they are ledged sufficiently
in the profession in those days who kieîw compara- te fly rnly a few feetno matter bow hig the nest,
tively nothing of English Grammar, who could sil husties them out to practice uith thoi Nvings
not explain simple proportion, who could not even 1.cfore they eau take care of tlimselves or keop
work the questions of the book, except with the ,ut o! danger; but while she is dcfending thern
assistance of a key, and woe to the boy who dares trom hari, sil constantly tenehes tbem by ler
te steal or even bide it. They reemed to think example how to fly snd how ta seek their food;
that their principal mission -was te flog and tor- but notice, sie thrîîsts them upon their own re-
ment children, and to keep them in servile sub- sources as seun and as fast a possible.
mission. Such school-keepers wore too comnon A child eau nover learu ta walk weli that is a]-
then, and from what I hear I fear there may yet be ways led by the band; the boy nover learns ta
found an occasional specimen. They are known swim who constantly takes a support with him as
generally by their migratory habits, brazen faces, ho goes juta the water. Your boy vill nover ho a
and short terms of service. We had some boatula, though ho saîls a hundred years, so long
noble fellows, though, in% the profession in those as ho baves ta others' skill the management of the
days ; and thore were ladies too, who labored as cars. It is well enoug ta sec hoi' others rov; it
best they could for the good of the children, who is well enough to learn the comparative specifie
felt the responsibiiity of their charge, and ever gravity ot watcr and air, and wood and iron, and
ready ta give a belping hand, but there was a de- human flush, thcoretically, but ho miîst learn ta
feet in their adaptability ; they could instruet by paddle bis own canoe if ho desireste becon.- zl e
the help of books, but they did not know how to captain.
educate, they did not understand the art of teachi- Ncarly aIl of yon bave probably lived on a tarm,
ing how ta learn or how ta study. or at least you know somcthing of farm If C. Y01 i

A pupil had no business ta ask for help except have no donbt board soine fariner bost ot how
through the book, the book was the principal inch wheat, or corn, or barlcy, or whatcver it a
means of access to the teacher. If the pupil had may bc ot grain, ho -rows yearly. Dîd you nover e
no book ho had no means of mental contact with ted like sayiîg to %in- Did yen, indecd I Ji
his teacher, lie had no right even to class menber- would likcyou to telîmo hon you makc ce r
ship. We learned overything principally hy the I WJII ho says -I wjll. lu the first p sec
aid of books; we learned grammar from ti books, chooseafioId ;vhese soîl 1 thînk naturallybcst tl
arithinetic from the books, and geography only fittcd for corn; I pIow it, manuro it, roll it, plant n
from the books. it, plaster it, and hoc or cultivate it. There is no C<

About sixecn years ago there was a school ex- trouble about growing corn,' ho ssys. Ail very et
amination in a neighboring section. The teacher well, but if 1 sav to hum, -Vhy dont your neigh- st
Nas an American lady, evidently conscious of the bor grow as good corn as yen?" lie says, - will b
superiority of the Ya«nkcc systen. There was a tell you; ny ncighber bas jnst as good soil as 1
crowded bouse te witness the doings. bave, sud puts ou as niueh inaure aid

Her nethod was to sing almost everything ex- %vorka pistas bard as I do, but he dous îît unler- s0
cept the reading, and that was performed in con- stand !arming. Ho cheoses a field with soil net te
cert, the teacher taking the leal; the letters of to coru. Ho plows it wheu -t is too wet, or
the alphabet wçcre sung, the multiplication table henco it doos not heceie nicllow, and the inanturo b>
was sung, and the geographuy was chanted. caiinot bo thoroughly and intimsteîy nxe(c witb as

Thero vas much pleasure and gratification ex- the soil, and is tint therefore rcndercd lt fooil for gr
pressed by several visiters at the marked progress, the yonng and tender hilSuit. Seierc overfed, no
but, mind you, I had an opportunity of knowinrgI i Lucanie siekly; othcrs did net get ciough, and z
that that multiplication table had to be learne< did net grow atall. Crn, in ordor ta do wel, li
over again; indeed it hasd net been Icarned thor- MUst have the food nccCsSary ta its granth pro. m
oughly at all before. rly prcpard for it whurc yon intend ta plant it. ro-

It was a very markcd example of net encourag- It must bc n'ithiii its rcach in ordcr ta assimilatc it tO.
ing childrezi ta help thuenscves. The teacher was or appropriate it as food. That is what lm=," thi
capable of amnuiog leer pupils, and they siemcd n h i says, thby grrwing cp e" ttt

was gnornt ad dficint, speiall in hos


