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anncxed poiuls not to any event peculiar to the
contmonwenlth of farael, but to one early as the
bieth of our world, and universal as the faunly of
man,  Nor was it mcluded amongst those meats
and dnnks and carnal ordinances, which were
impused on men il the tme of the reformanon. It
1 enshrined i the very heare of the decalegue,
and 13 surrounded by commands which are fooked
upon as universally binding. No reason can be
ussigeed for relaxation or suspension 1 regard
to it, which would not hold equatly guod 1n regard
to any of the athers.

1t a8 self-evadent, too, that the purposexr of the
Sabbath’s estabhshimeat are not local or hinuted
w their range,  {lere, certaniy, there 18 no dut-
ference betwixt the dew and the Gentile, We
require a3 much us did the * chosen race™ a spe-
cral season fur reflecting on God and conmunmg
with im—for rearching the Scrptures—and for
contemplating our  duty und desuiny.  Chnst
proclauns the Sabbath to have beenmade for man,
and Huuself 10 be Lord of the Sabbath,  He
would not have done so had the Sabbath been
made solely for the Jew, and then desgued to
be excluded from that brighter dispensation wihich
bYears his name,

It 13 of iinpurtance to recoliect that a marked
distinclion must be drawn between the institotion
proper and the pertod of s bewng kept. That a
<eventh portion of our time should be devoted 10
sacred purposes: this 13 the moral element, and
was, therefore, unalterably fixed. But when tius
should be, whether at the commencement or the
<lose of tie week, was posstive and porely cir-
cumstanual, and therefore susceptible of change.
If an event occurred with which God saw fit 10
associate th2 Sabbath rather than the one of which
1t had heen Iatherto the memoral, he was at per-
fect liberty to select that event, and 10 transter
the Sabban to the day ot its occurrence. ‘The
Tesurrection of Christ was an event of tlus de-
scriplon ;3 su glonious, that 1 comparison with
1t 4k work of creation had no glory. On the re-
surrectivn irorn, Jehiovah expertenced a yet more
exquinte satisfaction than when he viewed the
tabrie he had framed, aud his word pr dn
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{ nquesuunably, reverence for the Sabbah lins
not kept pace wath the inatenal and memial pro-
| gress whichour counuy fias made.  {u whng an
) unpactinl view, many of you cannot fuil 1o ac-
’ Kunowiedge that, i tus respeet, - the fostaer ines

were better than these”  And, anhough of fate
symptoms ol amprovement hase appeared, we mie

{ that obedience wiuch the Law-giver requites, or
| to a satisfactory fullilment of a law g0 Uenei-

centin its deaign, so exceedingly broad 1a ws ap.
‘ pleatton,

‘There are public abuses wluch Liac'ken the
face of our nsing Provinee, and provohe the wrath
of heaven.,  Governuent 18 converted into a gie
{ ganue Sabbath desecrator, setuog an example
t wluch, st followed by all classes of the commu.
) uity, would speedily annidulate the Sabbath,.—
¢ Post Otlices and Canals are open, Stages and
§ Steamboats run, hundreda of public segvants are
| regudatly employed.  ‘Thousands of others in-
ditecily nre bound to the treadms’ of labour
consequence.  ‘I'hat day, the yjubilve of the week,
which 13 stended to undo the heavy burdens, and
nd the oppressed go free, bunygs no relaxaton to
them.  Be it youns, by the employment of eve-
eey legitunate means, such as petttontng Padli-
| ament, orgamzing associations, geung lectures
} dehivered uud tracts circulated, to amn at the abo-
titlon of a system opposed 10 the dictates alike of
hunmamty and seligion,  Let it not be sad that,
m a land which glones 10 being the asylum of
liberty, any of var fellow-sutyects shouid be sys.
§ temancally deprived of rights we profess 1o deem
| sacred, and be consigned to a slavery as unnatu-

ral as it 13 wonecessary.

We cannot here overlook the fact, that there s

{ presented 10 us the prospect of an tmmediate 1n-
i troduction of railioays, on an extensive senle.—
‘I'lte cnmis 13 muunent.  Realize the amponiance
of mnstang action.  If tramns be allowed to rim on
Sabbath, the evils we at present deplore will be
mcreased tenfold.  Let each bring hia personal
nfluence 1o bear on all who have to do with the
mauagement, that at the very outset the lourth
andment be nserted 1n their code of regu-

seod.  He rested in his love, He was well pleas-
<d lor Ins righteousness sake.  For all time com-
g, therefore, thus day was called by a new name,
which the mouth of the Lord did n2me— the
Lord’s day.” No longer the seventh, but ths s
the day which the Lord hath made, 1n which we
arc expected to rejvice and be glad.  Though
there be no disunct annvuacement of this altera-
1i9n kaving taken place, there 13 a stronger body
of evidence 1n its favosr than ia favour of many
institutiens and eveats of which not a shadow of
doubt is entertaiacd. We kaow that it was the
*¢ castom™ of Chnist te attend the Jewish syna-
gogue, and ohserve the Jewish Sabbath prior to
tus death and resurrection. We nowhere read
of lus doing so subsequently. On the contrary,
we find hun repeatedly countenancing the meet-
1gs of hus few lanhiful freads, on the first day of
the week.  This was the day selected by the
Spint for s first rpecial descent from heaven.—
It was umformly observed by the Apostles and
prinntive Chrisuans.  \What s stated respecung
one Apostle and a single section of-the Church,

lations,

There arc snctal abuses with some of whieh
much that 13 pleasing 13 nuxed up, and 1w shose
Lehalf much that 13 plausible 13 urged.  We refer
| not to buying and selling 1n general, and dealing
{ m strong dnnk m parucular, which secretly are
{ carnied on to a lamentable exient on Sabbath, 12
some of our crzes.  We reler not to those scenes
of false delight, where Satau's seat 1s, whose end
is bitter as wormwood, whose steps take hold on
| heli, and all whouse delusive charms are spread out
{ to entrap the unwary on this hatlowed day. We
take 1t fur granted that vou have no sympathy with

conscience, blast the character, and penit the soul,
We refer to other matters, which are not looked
on n the same serious hight, but whose ndul-

disastrous.  In the afternoon and evening of the
{ Sabbath, prs:ting 18 by no means wncommon. —
i Lt ¢ not liere be mstaken,  There 138 visitng
: which 12 commendable.  For example, visiing
+ for devotonal or benevolent purposes.  ‘T'o go to
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those pursuus, so-called pleasures, winch sear the |

genee 13 fitted to lead to results scarcely less |

held good 1n regard to all. * On the first day of | the house of mourming or the couch of sickness, |

the week, when the disciples came together to | in order to weep with those that weep, and per-
break bread, Paul preached to them.” {a short, | form offices of kinducss, 13 entirely consistent with
all hustory, sacred and profane, unites an attesting | the ind of Hun who hath said, * T was sick
that in the estimate and observance of the enure | aud ye wisited me ;’ and with the geaws of
Chrstan Church, the seveath day was, on the | that rehigion, one of whose prominent features s
hest posaible authority, supplaated by the first.— | to visit the fatherless and the widow 1 therr af-
This cursory glance. dear friends, may be suffi. | fliction.
cieat to shew that the Chrisuan Sabba:h 1sen- | For chnisuans to collect in a social capacity in
treached within an 1mpregaable foriress of evi- | order o speak of the things thatconcern the king,
dence, sud founded on a rock, agawast which the § 13 also praiscworthy. They that fear the Lord
gates vi hell can never prevail. l speak often one to another. The wisiting to which
We are thus supplied with & lofty and solid { we have reference i3 conmrila. Frieads and
platform, on which to stand for pressing upon | neighbours incet together 1n une anothes’s houses
you, as we would now affectionately do, 1o count | to while away the tedious hoars. They sit dowa
this day the * holy of the Lord, honourable,” and ! to eat and dank, and even nse to play. The
in the observance of 1t 10 be followwers of God as ! forencon’ssetmon may beairodaced, and criticism
dear children.
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' indulged 1 ; but tlus merely to give a gloss to
i the svcral guthenngs  Converration on purely
; Bratuas themes s feft 1o be out of place,  [fin-
i troduced, it wouid thiow a clulhing Jamp aver the
j enure curcde. By a tneit understanding, 1t is in-
, terdicted.  1n discuseing the curient topies of the
¢ doy, ronging over the excitmg field of polities,

very tar, andeed, from having aiready vurimed tgy depicuny prvace chagacter, desling out the acen-

 ulated gossp of the week, the golden hours fly
by. ‘Uhas, i mony hourcholds, nre Sabbaths
commuted to the scpulchre of the past, whence,
on the yreat duy and st the grand aseize, they
will be sununoned s swift witiiesses againet them.
Cun any guod tlung come out ofthial ~ The injury
ia twofold—to the parues eisiting, and to the
parites cisited.  You drop in, pethaps incidea-
tally, i pagsing to & frendly house.  Oihiers are
there too,  You wait on, meanwhile your fanuly
ate allowed to do us they please.  “The reins of
domesue disciphine are relaxed.  The public and
private duties 1o which the Sahbath inviics, are
neglected,  The donientic areangements of your
faend are broken in upon.  He thinks it would
not be polite 10 leave you, and therefore stays at
home from Church. You give way to * foolish
tulking and jesting, wiuch are aot convenieut.”—
You have the house yourrlf, and the inmates,
materially worse than whea you entered.
Dravelling, in all its varreties, is anotlier ex-
ceedingly comion and tughly eriniinal wiode of
Sablbath desecratwon,  In regard 1o tlis, we
gneve 1o thank, professing clinstiaus are by no
means guliless.  We leave altogether unt of ace
count Slcusure Lxcursivns by land and water.
‘Fliese prove o ingurinug in their tendency, involve
such an amount of labour to man and beast, and
{ form to 50 many the first step 10 the downhill
| course to ruin, that we presume on your con-
denining them 8s readily as we.  Jt is to travell-
| 1&g on business we prncipally allude.  Here the
conscience 1s apt ic become exceedingly elastic,
] and the margia keft on the side of * necessity and
| nercy’ 18 exceedingly broad.  “Iheseis tov great
{ # tendency to proavunce that proper, or at lesst
pardunable, which, oa 2 nore close aed consci-
entious snsprction, caonot be wvindicated. A
party 1n gome distant city 1s under deep obliga-
tons to you. The information reaches you on
Saturday that fre 18 on the eve of failing and ab-
sconding. If you be not there by Mouday you
will lose your chance. In not Sabbaih travelling
{ 1n such circumstances quue aliowable? This is
{ Just a repeution of the rcasoning o1’ Amaziah, the
apostate monarch of Judah wo the prophet of God,
{ ** What shail we do for the hundred 1alents of
| tiiver 1 A pecumary interest was at stake —
{ tis came 1nto compeution with » divine com-
{ maud.  Was st deemned sufficicat to telax its ob-
{ bgauon?  ‘Lhe very opposite.  Are you to obey
oaly when 1t suits your personal interests? Then
1 ** what do ye more than otheis?” Would you
be fanbful followers of the Lamb1 You must
| deny yourselves. Is not this 1o serve Mammonr
rather than God ? What s it to furfent a portion of
that which perisheth with the using, compared
{ wih the forfenore of God's favour, dorable siches
j and nighteousuexs 1 What shall it profit a wan,
i &e.1  DBut depend upon 11, even 1n an extzeme
| case hike ihis, you will not suffer by tes.ing upon
the Sabbaih day accordinyg to the commandment,
1 ‘The answer of wae prophet to the temporising
{ king will prove true,—The Lord isable to give
) thee muck more than this. Before Monday the
{ cloud may be dispelled ; the tide which scemed
1 to be seting in agammst you rhay take a favoura-
. ble turn ; and even, althvugh in this particulsr
instance, you may suffer, you will have a satis-
. facuion 10 your own mind’ you would not other~
; wise expenience.  You' may vet * get wmuch
more than this” in the general run of your busi-
ness afierwards. * Godlinuss is profitable to ell
i thinge” Numerous well autheaticated illusira-
; tions might be adduced in which the acling the
, part we recommend has been found advaniage-
; ous 10 a worldly poiot of view. Hundreds of
. chnistian merchants 1se up to testify, that in the




