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tissimum® passed hy, the people fell on their knees, to adore what they
beheved to be the # Corpus Der.”  Now, thix yrar, the procession con-
sisted but of the pricsts—n very great number they are, it 1 tme—a "'“;
laity, deputed by sonie chantable corporations, the municipal bofl), and
some high oflicers of the Governme nt. Nobudy else joned at.  Even the
number of spectatars wa< comparatively small, remamng tar belind what
1 had expreied, anl she greater partof them were country people,—those
poor ignorants it never come mto 1 reliool, m order that they may the
more beheve all that the prest telisthem 1 did not see any one bend-
ing lus knees before the Sanctisamum, except a company soldiers, who at
the word of command tell on their knees aadd took off therr hats, ax they
would have executed any other command,  Awmony the people 1w
even some that did not take off their hats, aud nobody took the least no-
tice of thie, which wonld formerly have been considered a great cntne.—
Some Itahian fuhies, near whom I was standing, made some very irreve
erent Jestings about the ntc_hlnshpp and his gorgeons pomnp. Now,l was
truly nstomshed to sce this indifference on the part of the people, about
what is to be conadered to be the lighest feast of the Roman Churcls ;
and I dare say, a people that show so little respect for the holy things of
their cliureh, are preparmge, if not to leave hier, at least to reform her.—
However, 1 will ot deny, that on many days | have seen the churches
well thronged with people, especially from the country ; they anil heliev-
fngg that their preseuce at a relygions ceremony must convey some benfit
to them.
A startling proof of thus dechine of the Roman fanh in Piedmont, is te-
tated an a newspapers  Jtscems that there the people are far i advance
of the heritating Government, I aliall relate 1t 1n the words of the cor-
respondent.  ** On the 9ih of June, the eathedral of Novara was the scene
of u great scandal ; whicli, although its consequences were not go sad as
those in the Santa Croce church at Florence,® is not the less deplorble,
On that day, several thousand chitdren, with their parents and relatons,
were come to Novara, to be contirmed 1 the cathedral,  Inorder to pre-
veat confusion, the bishop had ordered the doots to be shut.  After huv-
ing confinned a great number of cluldren, Monsignore, beng tied,
wanted to repose a litle.  But on the jnstigation of their parents and re-
lations, who wanted to go howme, all the children rose, a great tumult
broke out, and they attemipted to retam the bishop inorder that he should
continue bis functiona,  Monsignore refusing to do so, the children began
fearfully 1o cry, the parents threw about the benclies, and all kinds of
church ornaments, and the tumult did not cease il a troop of coldiers ap-
peared, aud the cluef authors were taken prisoners””  This s, indeed, as
the correspondent rematke, & very ‘deplorable event.  But whose is the
fault? Is it not with thoge who, instead of imbuing the hearts with reli-
gious sentinents, by the preaching of the woid of God, through the agency
of the Holy Ghost, transformed the Chrstian rehgion into a mere out-
ward compound of ceremonies.  The correspondent goes on adding some
reflections.  He says, “that formerly the haiian character distingmished
itaelf by a deep respect for religions and Divine sesvice, and that their ser-
vice was so very long and eolemnn, and accompanted by Divine blessings,
that the gober Protestant service could not please them.” We will not
digpuie with him about 1his remark ; there are many others, and Roman-
ista too, that contradict him.  We will only ob-erve, that notwitistanding
the sobriety and bareness of the Protestant service, Italy would also have
become, at least partly, a Protestant country, had not the combined
power of the popes and princes driven frum the country the most noble
and enlightened of its inhabitants, and incarcerated and slaughtered a
great many of the Protestants, and by these acts of detestable violence
tilled the hearts of the people with fear and anxiety— Now things seemned
1o be aitered by the cxample of the higher classes, although we will not
believe that the baleful prophecy of P. Ventur, of a schusm arising be-
tween the I1alians and the head of their church, is about to be fulfilied.—
Aund who, now-a-days, go to church?  Women.  Of men, but a scanty
number, and among those few there are a great many who dare hiss at
the priest, whenever he uses the pulpit for passionate political discursions.
Formerly, any one-who would have but thought of such a thing, would
have trembled from head to foot. Who would have dared formerly 10
throw stones after the priest, to chase him to his lodgings, and to perse-
cute him on the way with abusive words1” Such are the remarks and
complaints of a true Romanist, and they seem to be importam enough to
be registered. The facts he alludes to are, indeed, very deplorable ; but
it-is only the more needful that the Go:pel be preached to this people, to
keep it back from the brink of uubelief and atheism.—Evan. Chris.
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RUSSIA.

UKASES AFFLCTING THE JEWS—RESULTS TO BE ANTICIPATRD.

-

The Jews in the Russian empire have been, for some time past, thrown
into consternation by a succession of ukases, which, as they can scarcely
be expected 10 tempt their entrance into the Greek Church, must almost
necessarily ensure their adaption of the sole remaining alternative, depar-
ture for ever trom the Imperial territory.  Many a vich rabbi has already
contrived (despite all the dexierously interpoeed police hindrances) to
coavey himeelf and his treasures across the frontier, aud thereby screened

® Where, on the anniversary of the battle of Curtatone, an affiay arose
between the people that would religiosiy commemorate the event, and
the geadarmes, in consequence of which there were some slain and many
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himself from the impoverishing fine imposed on all those who permit their
wives (in accordauce with almoust immemorial custom) 10 cut off their
hiair on the nuptial day.  One woald suppose the dissevering ol the Jew-
1=l tatrons' tresses nust be a matter little affecting the welinre of Russin,
orits empre ! But the mandate ie peremptory 1 the Jocks shall not he
shorn ! And as the Jewish matrons will not consent to retnin & maidenly
ortatent, they must e'vn prepare to quit the land of their birth, and seek
refuge 1 countries (and, happily, they will be eamly found) where a well
fitted purse makes amends for an empty ss well as a bare pate !

I'hie 1ablus will speedily be followed by the rich com merchants of
Larnehtish descent 5 for the recent uknse, which prolibits their dealing in
brandy, enther * en gio8 or en delatl,” »inkes at the root of their Russian
pro-perny,  Lastly, the ukase which conimands those parts of carcases
which Jews cannot eat, to be buried, on the presumption that what ja not
fit for Jewish, must be unwholesome for Christian consumption, will occa«
01t Aucls an erroneous rise in the price of butcher’s meat, in every Istacl-
iush commune, ns must neceasitate emigration on a large seale.

‘T'he removal, en maase, of so much wealth and jndustry, will no doubt
open the eyes of the Czar 1o the impolicy of these, ju point of fact, per-
sccuting edicts 3 but as, hike all autocrats, Nicholas never suffers his law
to be altered, 1t 18 to be feared some inextricable web of chicane anil
espronnge will be resorted 10, in order to retain the Jews in t1e empire,
and thus sccure 8 golden mine (more productive than that of Potosi, and
much less eapensive to work,) 1a the never ceasing fines to which these
unjust and arbitrary enforcements must give dmly occasion.

"I'he effect of these muli: “hed annoyances, which uperate with almost
equal furce on the domestie, « ial, and religious relations of Jewish
lite, snay pethaps confirm an opinion. very generally held va the Conti-
neat, respecting the_return of 1he [sraelitish nation 10 Palestine, viz , that
it wall take pluce most prominently from Kuesis. And alth ugh the pre-
paration of “ the way of the Kings of the Eust” has hitherto been con-
ceived of, a3 implying a friendly aid, the result may be equally attained
by a pultory as by a vol y cmigration ; and their restoration to
Canaan may be as much facilitated by a forcible ejection from Russin, as
their first entrance was by being * driven forth of Egypt ;* nor are the
personal awd fanuly hardships attending the latter likely to be much infe-
rior to those which marked the former expulsion. It is, at all events, a
new_phase in the sufferings of this remarkable and long-tried race, and
it may be that the God of Abraham, who is wonderful in counsel and
unghty in workg, hath designs of mercy in this darkly threatening
cloud, which shall yet descend in blessings on the heads of the wanderers !
~—Eran. Chris.

S\WEDEN.

1TS ECCLESIASTICAL AND RELIGIOUS CONDITION.

There is, pcrhaps, no other Protestant country in which the Established
Church is so powerlul as in Sweden. It is not simply connected with the
S.ate, but forms an integral part of it, and exerts an influence in the gen-
eral afluirs of the kingdom, which is, perhaps, without puraliel. The
house of the bishops and clergy is oue of the constituent parts of the Leg-
islatuze, and possesses power similar to those of the other three houses of
the nobles, burgesses and p Is rence is ne 'y 10 the
enactment or alteration of any law, ecclesiastical or civil. When a bishop
is to be appointed, the clergy of the diocese elect three persons, from
whom the king nominates one to the vacant see.  And in appointmeats
to most of the benefices and offices of the church, the clergy exercise a
simnilar degree of power.  The king has & negative voice on the resolu-
tions of the dict, and the right to introduce measures for thrir considera-
tion. For 230 years it has been the law of Sweden, that any Swedish
sulject who changed his creed, and left the Established Church, should
be banished from the country. The sentences of the ecclesiastical courts
are required to be executed by the civil authorities ; and on the other
hand, in many instances, the punishinent of civil offences is carried into
effeet by the church.

When malefactors (for example) have been for a time imprisoned and
kept on bread and water, and are not to be incarcerated for some years,
as is the case for great offences, and when they have been flogged, the
last punishment is called kyrkoplikt (church-penance,) and is inflicted in
the following manner :—The malefactor is brought from prison to the
church of the parish where the crime was commitied ; and then, at Diviae
scrvice, on a Sunday appointed by the judge, he sits on an elcvated stonl
in the middle aisle of the church, in sight of the whole congregation, all
through the aervice, guarded by a soldier, who stands at his side all the
time with a drawn sword, or some other such weapon. Sometimes it
happens that several criminale are sitting thus at the same time, « I
once saw (says our informant) eight at one time sitting in the dome
church of Gottenburgh, with as many soldiers, with their hats on, and
drawn swords, parading alongside of them” When the minister has
finished the service, but before the people are diemissed, he walks up-to
the criminal, who now is by law considered penitent, aud epeaks to him
to the following effect:—* Dost thou, N. N., acknowledge that thou hast
sinned against God and grieved his church? Dost thou now sincerely
fepent and promise to forsake thy sins?” The criminal is compelled to
anawer *“ Yes,” whether he is penitent or not.  But some will not be com-
pelied to answer, unlers it be *“ No;” else they ate silent, This, how-
ever, docs vot stop the priest from pronouncisg ver him the absolution,
which is done in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.
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