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LILIES AND ROSES.

Waey a child breathes o pure and enrnest
prayor,
Or choers with gontle wrrde annther's
gloom, K
In hoavonlg' gardens springs_a;lily fair
Bofore tho angols evermore to bloom

But whex?l{t works with strong and carnest
wi
Some kindly act boneath (fod's watchful
oyes
A fmgrmlllb roso, more rare and precious
still,
Makes glad the shining fields of paradis.,

So live, dear child, that each new day
may see
Lilies ax:d roses owe their hife to thee'
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CHINESE CHILDREN.

Mg. DYER BaLL, son of an old Baptist
Missionary in Canton, and son-in-law of
Rov. S. O. Smith, formerly Wesleyon Mis-
gionary in Canton, who is interprster at
the Supreme Court, Hong Kong, and has
known tho Chinese from his earliest days,
writes in his new book entitled, - Things
Chinese,” as follows :—

Under the heading of * Children™ ap-
poar the following observations: “China
is alive with children. . . . A walk on
shore will bring one mto a swarm of
youngsters almost as numerous as tho
swarms of gnats and mosqui.oes over one's
bead. The wonder is where they come
from and where and how they hive. Cloth-
ing does not cost much, for a number of
old rags for swaddling bands 15 all that is
provided for the new arrival at first, and
then in the country side, in summer at all
evente, a single jacket 18 envugh, or
many cases the nut-brown skin of the
little onesis considered sufficient. Clothing

i8 ndded with added years, being delayed
lunger in the case of buy s than that of girls.
Childboud does not appear so charming to
vut Western oyes when surrounded by al!
tLs squalot and dirt incident to Chinese
village and city lifo, but amidst all their
filth oand wretchedness, children will still
bo children the wido world ovor, and thoy
have, even amongst the socmingly etolid
Cbinese, the faculty of calling forth the
better feolings 8o often found latent. Their
prattls delights the fond father, whoso
pride beams through overy line of his
cvuntenance, uud their ynaint and winning
ways and touches of nature art visiblo
oven under the disadvantages of almond
oyes and shaven crowns. . . . New Year
time is tho most glorious of all for littlo
John Chinaman! In all his fine toggery
bo trudges along at his father's side to pay
his New Year calls, his little brain busy
at work calenlating how many cash he
will get in presents from his father’s ac-
quaintances, while his father is tbm.hnﬁ
of the good bargains that this year wi
bring. ‘Kung-hi, fat-tsoi!’—~here they
are, the Jittle man bowin¥l and seraping
and shaking bis chubby little in
exact imitation of his elders. A veritable
chip of the old block, he takes his pleasure
gravely; but evidently, the visits over, he
enjoys the fun to the full, as with lignted
joss-sticks, as assiduously as a chiffonier,
he carefully turns over the mnss of (smok-
ing paper fragments, the rempants of a
lobg stning of crackexs his biz brother has
just let off, to be rewarded by a helf-a-
dozen which have missed fire.” Mr. Dyer
Ball has evidently studied the Chinese
minikin with a good deal of sympathetio
interest.

WAS HE WISE?

SoME time ago, a lad, fourteen yeara old,
received o present of fifteen pounds from
hig grandmother. She told him she hoped
he would use it wisely, but he was fres to
dv what he pleased with it.

[..He thought a good deal about it for one
week. Then he told his father that he
would like to put ib oub at interest.

{} His father approved, and this was done
Perhaps some of our boys will tell us how
much capital this yoong man would find
waiting for him at the end of seven years.
This is an example in compound interest,
remember,

He might have bought a fine boat and a
lot of fishing-tackle and gone off on a
boating excursion, and had a great deal of
pleasure. Or he might have bought a
quantity of ammaunition and some fine
guns and gone oft on a wonderful shooting
expedition.

ut he did a great deal better. He pre-
forred the unsen to the seen. Was he
wise ?

Boys and girls are choosing every day
between the seen and the unseen.

Bo careful that you do not waste upon
seen plensures what might one day prove
valuable capital, if you would save it fora

good now unseen,

1_ #Sel thera!” Ben was indignan
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BEN'S SACRIFICE.

BEN had two beautifal puppies, an. he
loved them, and was ag proud of thow R
it they were human beings. Bub be wa i
in greay trouble about theso same pupyin B
Although it almost broko his heart, yet he [
was going to eoll them. R

You eco his littlo sister was vory fiL §
The doctor had beon ccming to seo her |y
every day for three wooks i -

Yostorday Ben had ovorhieard the doctyr §
say to his mothor, “ You must take her o |
the scashoro, She will go into a declineif §
she is kept hare. I bhave done all I cuf
for her, and she will die_unless sha goul
away.” :

As the doctor came out, ho stopped ani i’
looked at Bon's puppies. '

“Fine dogs, thosg’ he said.
breedi They'll w into m
fellows. You could eusily geb fi ;
twenty dollars npioce for them if yoi§ -
wanted to soll them.” : . Hx

woaldn't sell them for a thousand dollan®
apiece, for he ioved them. N
When Ben went into the house he founig
his mother erying bitterly. : :
“Jg it about Nellie?” he asked. “IB
heard the doetor. Why don't yougo? I
can take care of myself for a couple of
weols or more.” ;
“It isn't that, but I can'd go. T hawnj
sold everything I could possibly spare, {zf§l -
madicine and oranges, and I havan'é fivef
doliars lefv.”
Ben went oub and had a hard battls
“ Maybo the doctor was wrong; and- Nelli}
wouldn's die. Other people:gob woll-afieg -
the doctor gave them up,” he said. = §
£3Thab afternoon the dostor was surprisdg
to see Ben ab his door-with his two puppiaj
“Is Nellio worse 2" he-asked. .+ - §
“ No, siz; but could yon tell:mio whorel§
could gell my dogs? You see,sir, it’s fafg
Nellie, so she can go to the seashore.” ' §
“ Ah, I sse!” said-the doctor. “I'll Bif§-
it all right for yon." And so he did:  The
dogs sold for fifty dollars. When Neliny
came back a month later, rosy and-welg
Ben felt fully poid for his sacrifice. = §

ASHAMED TO TELL MOTHER,

1sB0ULD bo ashamed to tell mother§
waos a little boy’s reply to his'.comrad=g
who were trying to tempt him to do wrong§
“ Bat you nced not tell her; no one wil
know anything about it.” - o y
“T ghould know all about it myself, ani}
I'd 1, ol very mean if I conldn’s tbll mother’y
“1t's & pity you were nob s girli : Thy
idea of a boy running and telling hi
mother every little thing.” 2
“You may laugh if you wanb to,” ssil§
the noble boy, “but I've made up my mindy
never, as long as I live, to do anything
shonld be ashamed to tell my mother.” §
Noble resolve ! and one which will mak3
almost any life true and useful. Teb it b
the rule of every boy and girl to do nothis
of which they would be sshamed fo {§
their mother. :



