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THE * Auvd I (huuk, Mr, Sorjeant Wrangler,' ro-

tortod Mark, boldly looking his adversary in

M H d tue fuco and mamicking hum to thoe life, ‘you

ure o peraon of that professwn which 1ucnues

aster of the oun s monoy fromm gentlewen’s pockuts , wuich
Yenused 4 loud taugh smong the crowd.

' ¢+ How daru you, sir, spunk to mo 1o that

XNVil. * disrespeetfal lauguage ?* demanded Wrang-

!or, looxiug rod-hot with passion.

i * How dure you, sir, acouso me of robbing

aentlomen’s preserves? I'll muko you prove

: your words, Lawyer Wrangler, trying to tuke

t uwuy poor tuon's characters.’
* Supply boeanse vou have adopted a+ Wil you tell mo, My, Rosier, that you
conrse, bullying manner towards thn witnes- + have never lolied game belonging to  some

et st —

CHADPTER

TCONTINUED )

ses placed in this box to-day, to which [ give
vou fawre natier I shall not submmt.’

* I um not responsible to you, Mr. Beau-
chatp, for tho course of exammation I
chiwose to pursue towarde other witnesses.’

gentlemen oven now in thi. court ?'

i * I won't tull you, sir, swhether § have not,

i

gentlemaun in $his cvart, or cut of it, that

bucause you he'nt any right lo ask suoch
questions ; but I'll answer that to any roal

¢ I am not anites sure of that, Mr. Serjeant | puts it in a avil way.’

Wrangler, when you attmpt to tuke away |

* So you pretend to swear, Mr. Rosier,

the character of n poor man whom 1 bave)that vo this dark might, whvn & tuan  could

known ftom bovhood, and whose daily bread
depends upon s honesty.’

*Aund Jo you call Thomas Carter an
honest maun, to betray his master 2°

* Yes, sir, and a virtuous one too, to incur
the risk of lustug place and cbaracter m  his
attempt to save an innocont girl fromn a fato
worse than d=uth—from bring mado the vie-
tim of & dark, villanour conspiracy to rob
ber of ber furr name and tortune, and con-
swn her to the power of as unprincipled a
scoundrel as ever trod the earth.’

A murmaur of applause ran through the
court gt tins manly spoech, winch having
subsided, Mr. Sorjeant Wrangler continued
I s sub lued tone : * I did not ask you for
the expression of your own par:icular opinion
on tns subject, Mr. Beauchamp, with wineh
weo aro well acquainted, and the motives
winch suggested your remarks.’

¢ My opmuon, sir, will be tha opinion of
+ very disnterosted porson in this court, at
the canolusion of the trial, aud I warn you
to address no further imvortinent lapnguago
to myself, or question mwy motives, or—-—"

* What, sir 7 interrapted \Wraungler, now
losing his tempor ; ¢ I may expect a horse-
whipping, I suppose 2’

* Which would not bothe first time,” added
Beauchawmp, * that a well-merited castigation
of that kivd had beeu inflictod on the back
of Serjoant Wraangler.! A burst of laughter
fullowod this announcement, during which
thie Serjeant fumed and frotted wupatiently,
showing by bis fierce looks and quivering
lips tho storn raging within Jus breast ; but
thie ¢ wl, dotermined eye of Beauchamp fixed
stoadily upon his face, whilst a contemptuous
~mtlo curl d bis vppor lip, warned him that
Le had weot his mateh, aud whispering bis
innior eounsel to continue the ornss-exami
nation, he sat dawn, saying ho would not
~nbmit to these indreorous outbreaks, which
w.ra Jiazrieeful to any conrt of justice.

The junior counsel, Mr. Sweetman, u tall,
thin yoang man, the reviree in appearance
and manners to S -rjoant Wrangler, then at-
tempt. d to draw B auchamp into o confles.

v of boing the agaressor in thy affray, by

first wtr.k u2 Lord vaeonrt.
‘I was not the aggrissor, sir,’ roplied

searcely seo bis nand before s face, you
saw Lord Vancourt fire at Mr. Beauchamp,
you being ten yurds distant irow him 2°

¢ I dida't say ton yards, sir, a8 I wasn't
five from the young squire at the time, and
if "twere as dark aguin I could buve seen the
flash in tho pau, and wuich side it cowe
from.’

* And how did you kuow Lord Vaucourt
so well, Mr. Roster, as to distingash him on
ths dark mght from other men ?°

¢ Becauso 1 had secn uun suveral times,
sir, atore, and he wasu't & wan tv by m.s.
taken for another.’

¢ Ob, vory handsome, I suppose ?*

* No, sir, be warn't that to mny mind ; but
a tall, long-legged chap, with a large hook
nose, and rat's eyes, with shaggy eyebrows,
and black whiskers.’

* And pray, Mr, Mark, what was tho re.
ward you got from Mr. Beauchawp for pre-
ventiog this runaway match 2°

* Well, sir, I boint quite so sharp a band
as a lawyer to pocket the fee aforchand, and
J ha'n't got notinng yet but this scar in the
faco and a dig 11 tao back from that coward.
ly valet ; and us to Migs Blanche running
away with this long-legged lord, she'd ha'
sorved hun in the same fashion, if ho hadn't
held her arm. as the pretty chambuvrmaid at
the King's Hesd served you last mght when
you took hberties with her, by giving him a
geod smack in his face.’

Roars ot laughter followed, whioh for some
few minutes 1t was 1mpossible to supprese,
and oven the grave features of the juage re-
laxed into a smile,

* 1 appeal to you lordslnp,’ eried the ex-
cited Wrangler, * to comnuntt this witness for
contewmpt of conrt !

¢ Contempt of counsel, you ought to have
said, Mr. Serjeant \Vrangler, replied the
judge; * bat it gentlemen cf the bar wall
play with edaed tools, they must take tho
conscquences ; tn such cases I never 1uter-
fers.

* Very well, my lord, then I shall et

own.'

‘Thn last witness called for the proseention
was the wounded muo John Thowson, who
underwent o long cross-examication, with.

——————— =

ter's evidence, I now subwit it to your lord.
ship's prrusal.’
"I'he ju tge having read it carefully through,

returped it to Lurd  dlalooln, saying, * [

tully appreciats your honorabie motives,
Lord Mateoluws, i withihiolding tuis incontest-
auly prouf of woongin  of tins disgraceful
conspiracy, wiich fuily contivms all Thomaus
Carter has asserted.’

¢ May I hope, tuen, my lurd, you will re
mit & portion of the punishmeunt awarded to
the prisoners at the bar, who have both
young fawnulivs d-pendiug upon them ? aond
cunsideriuyg that tu.y bave nlready been im
prisoned sumnv time, 1 think six months
each will auswer the ends of justice.’

* Tho offence of which they have baen con
victed 18 a very serious one, Lord Malcolm,
but at your intyrcession the term sball be
abridged.’

The two prisoners fell on thair kaess, ox-
prussing thuir cuntrition and gratituds to
Lord Maleolia for hits kindaess, why, oft r
thauking we Jadge, lefi the cuurt.

CHAPTER XXVII.

The bunting seuson had now draws to its
close, the last appointment made for Bamp-
ton House, and invitations sent by the old
squiregto all the neighboring families for a
grand dinner party, to conclude with a ball
1 the eyening ou tne day when the hounds
met on the lawn for the last day's “bunting.
With the exveption of Mr. and Mrs. Har-
court, whose conduct in reference to théir
ward sinoo toe trial had been severely
commonted upon, as highly reprehionsible, if
nothing worse, noexouses were received from
any other tamily, so that the long dining-
tuble was crowded with guests, & second tabije
being laid out for the juniors, at which Fred
Beauchamp presided, as many more arrived
than were expected ; in fact, the hospitality
of the old squire was so unbounded, and his
diuner parties so agreeable and devoid of
formality, that the heads of familigs did not
scruple to take auny friends who might be
staying with them at the time.

Constance, supported onone hand by Lord
Malcolm, and Sir Lionel on the other, did
the honors witn her accustomed grace, facoed
by the oldsguire, wio divided his attentions
between Liady Markhum and Mrs. Compton.
Wil Beauchamp sat botweea Mrs. Gordun
aud Blauche, the latter having Captain Mark-
boam on her right hand; Gwyuue, Conyers,

Tyler, Coventry, and others ranging them- | yotorted Se

eelves in order or out of order, without re-
gard tv priority or ceremony, with the part-

ners they had selected.  Sehina, who always

folt more at home with tue vld squire than'

in her own bouse, kept the middic of the
table in an uproar by her quamt and witty
saygs, which no frowns trora Lady Mark-
haw could suppress.

*Ah I’ sho remarked to Conyers,
may shake her nead at wme till she
off, Bob, but I am on tho right side of the

fence to-night, with the old squire to back | b

a fortuno of a hundred thousadd’ pounds (so
roport goes) will make hor a very handsome
girl)

* Ay, ay, Bob, money is the 1nagnilying
glass , the must plaw, disagresable wumsan
becomas a perfect houri i the eyes of some
men, when bedecked with jewels and lace
quered very with gold dust; but what
would Will Beauchamp say to Miss Winter-
bottom, witu h r oune hundred thousand
pounds ?'

¢ That she might remain Miss Wiater-
bottom to the enl of hor lifs, for anything

| ie would ins.nuato to th- contrary, Selina;

and Bob Cuny.r- 1s pretty muoh of the same
opinion,’

¢ Glad to hear you say 50, Bob, for I began
to think you mujlit be caught by a golden
hook at last.

¢ No, no, my dear girl ; T shall not make
a fool of myself in my old age by marrying &
person with whom 1 could have no com-
wuuity of fvelings or ideas, and who does
not koow & duck from n goose, oxcept on the
table, perhaps not thero.’

. But, Bob, don’t you think our funny
friend opposite looks rather too wmuch of a
chicken about her gills ?°

* What can you mean, Selina ?°

¢ Too juventle about her locks or head
gear; don't ycu uaderstand ?—borrowed
feathers.’

* Ob ! I see, wears & wig—gad! it looks
very like one ; but, by Jupiter! the murder’s
out,’ exclaimed he, as one of the footmen, in
reaching over Mrs. Winterbottom, ta plecas.
dish on the table, caught the button of his
sleevo in her hair, dragging off her head-
dress, and exposing her closely-cropped cru-
nium to view.

¢ Drat the man I' cried Mrs. Winterbot-
tom, aiming & blow at the astonished foot-
man, which, taking effect on Gwynne's noae,
nearly knocked him oat of his chair.

¢ What's the fool staring at ?° (as he stood
for & moment perfectly aghast at thu expo-
suro he bad occasioned, and then tried to
ropeir the mischief by replacing the head-
dress, the back partin front, thereby eliciting
;bn]ewed laughter). ¢ Let it alone, I say, you

ool.’

And, with a jerk or two on either side,
the infuriated lady suceceded in adjusting her
attire.

¢ Ah | miss,’ she said, addressing BSelins,
* you muay laugh now, but the time will come
when yoa will be glad enough to sail under
false colors, it you don't already, with your
pink and white cheeks.'

¢IfIdo {mint my {ace, Mrg. Surnmcrtop,’

ins, *itisn't of one color, like
yours, red entire.’

* My nawe isn't Summertop, Miss Imper-
anse, but Winterbottom.’

* Ob, indeed, ma'um ; very aristocratic,

 euphonious nams, no doabt, in the frozen
jregions of Lapland, whence, I conclude,

your origin is derived ; but the Fates aefend
me from being at  Winterbotiom—

‘ mamma | haif hot, half cold—or & mermaid in petti-
shakes 1t | coats.’

Gwynne, fearing some violent explosion
tween the nowinfuriated fair ones, ad-

me up. Dut who on carth 18 that iright | dressed some observation to tho excited dame

—

requited ¢
uterbottom, ny

arrive, h r attentions wero
where. © Miss Honoria Wi
dition to very protty, i-tolligent featy,
was highly nccomplishod also, aud present
8o stnking a contrast to ber
fow ouvuld believe her to be descended fi
stock so plebian ; and both Mrs. Gordey
Blanche were much pleased with ber y
sumeng mooners, whioh, in n great ygeser
compensguted for ver mother'y geeat dficie
in thosy cssentials.

As Beauohawp entered the Lall-room
oyes benmed with delight on bebo;
Blauche Douglas seated by the side of
young stranger, whom ko believed
was patronising on his account ; and
was advanciug towards ler, when Cup!
Markham arrested uis progress for a
ment,

* Beauchamp, my good fellow, just in
duos ms to that girl, Miss Winter, will
Oh ! demuit, what u namo! ch! ah|’

pronouuceablo ; but, pon  honor, she i
devilish fine girl, notwithstanding that
dragon of a mother ; they say, lots of tnii
the bargain.’

* Comeo on then, Markbaw.! Andinai
geoonds tho life-guardeman, Laving made
bow, was narading Miss Honoriaj rond
room, in defiance of the sneers and jes
remarks of his sister, Selina,

On accepting his profferad arm, Ba
obamp thaanked Blanoue for her kind atte
tion to the nameless young lady.

¢ This I consider, dear girl, as a perso
favor tc my father and mysell, att
Selina’s rude behavior, at dinner, o b
mother.’

* Really, William, shois a well-eduea
and highly-accomplished gir1; speaks Freng!
Italian, and German fluently ; and is vep
uanpretending aud unaffected.’

‘1 am delighted to find you are ple
with her, dear Blanche, and as they are
be neighborg, we must endeavor to keep
neighborly terms with the family, howe
objectionable in scme points ; which is
usual penalty artached 1o every masteroffu
lounds, and 1n some instances a very &
agreeable one. We are obhiged to take
fish that come into our net, or within
province—good or coarse alike.'

¢ Well, William, and 8 very good
too ; or you might bave become very pral
and haughty, which I suspeot you ars s
rally molined to bo, from that curl of %
upper lip, which I have 80 olten noticed wia
a boy, and I almost dread you will becon:
tyrant in your old age.’

¢ You have ha ), dear girl, a fair tridd
my temper and disposition, and as the
18, 60 will be tho mav ;, his natoral inc*
tions, although disguised from the world®
main unaltered—restruined, but not sabce
No man ig born without some failings ; =2
are as well known to you as mysell;
although my best efforts are used to congk
thern, they ave rebellious subjects still, &
will burst fortn sowetimes into open host
thereforo, dear girl, pause before it is ¥
late. Danby 1s, altbough hasty occasiondt
perliaps a botter temper than mysel(—ptiis
jealous nor captious, and will, nu doatt,m

an excellent husband. Bat in high

{of a woman opposite, with 8 faco like &|near him, which checked furtber rotorts;
where frequently the wife goes one way,

Beauchiamyp, in a firm voice ; * for Lord}out his ovidence beiug in the least shaken. k ;
[°°? ? sud good order otce wmore prevailed, to the

Vauceart ad sciz d Miss Dougles by the! His story was too simple and truthful to b«

mn‘l S o] 1 an ke, fgnaant o

arm, and was try ng to drag ber from the Veontravened. He and bis two accomplices
carnaze when I'reached the epot. I then! rierived ton pounds ench from Lord Van-
pusdu d Lin away, and attempted to shut the ! court’s valet, called Francois lo Blans, to as.
cavringe-door, whon, instantly drawing a!sist his lordship i carrymgoff Miss Dsuglas,
pistol, he fivd at meo, the ball grazing my !and were to receive ton pounds more irow
fuce , and seeing him again tryiug to draw ! the hoad keeper the noxt morning, when the
another pistol from ais pooket, it was then, |job was done, who engaged they should not
and ot tll then, that in defrnce of wy own !lose their situations, if found out. He did
Lite I shot Lim through tho arm, to disable | not kuuw whethar Lord Mervyn was privy
lnw frum comuitting further outrage, uot to ! to the plot or not, and would only say wuat
tako his hife 5 for had T oeen so inolined, Ihe know to be true.
c.ully witl ut deubt have shot bim dead on 7 No w.tuess bewg called for the 4 fener, as
tho spot.’ Serjeant Wrangler bad not ome ho could
* Yonappoarts have been actuat d 1'."_“’trust in cross-exawiuation, the judge tlen
very chinnions feeling, Mr. Beauchuwp, iv | address. d the jury, tolling them the caso was
1ustuny to the rescue of this young Indy—1go gxecedingly clear against the prisonors,
perbaps I might sny by & stronger impulse.’ [4hat 1t was nonocessary for him to detain
* 1 was astuated by that spirit, sir, which | them with any remuarks upon tho evidenco ;
is dontueaat i tho breast ol overy true ng- | qud imwediatoly after, the foreman, rising,
Labmn 1 protect . defenceless wowau [5aid they bad uot 8 moment's bositation in
fromnsale and outrage.” Again a choer returnmga vordict of guilly against both
aroso from the densely-crowded court. prisoncig, which was reccivoa with loud
‘ Fram what occarred, Mr.  Beauehaap, | ghouts aud waving ot ladies’ haudkerchiefs,
atter Miss 1Y ugias quitted the watness bax'ayq one choer moro from the farmo's who
this duy, I thwk thero can bo ittle doubs by ! thronged tho court. \Wuen silence was ro-
what techugs you wero really sctuated.! stored, the judge, after a sevoro lecturo to
*You are new treading on dangeraus | {he prisoncr on the (norwity of the off nee
Radde b {

|

*Hush 1 Sclina ; that is Mrs. Winterbot-
tom, tue wife ot that little round-faced, red-
nosed wman, sitting next Mrs. Compton; a
retired brower, who has lately purchaged a
large estato lylng butween the Holt and the

forest, so that the squire was obliged to do )

i great delight of the more staid portion of§
j tie company, who began to feel very un-
jcomfortable as to the issne of this com-

bat of words between tho two female bellig-
erents.

Beauchamp whispered to Blanche—* ILsus-

tuo civil thing, and 1vite lun to Bampton, pect Bob will have Ins hands over-fall,

to savo the foxes.'

* Gooducess ! wbat aname, Bob
foei very wintry below,
than summer heat above,
peony-looking checks.’

Gwynnoe, who sat nest tho lady,
tho sort of person he had to deal with
piying ber with champagne every tume it
was banded round the table, uatil she ex-

swipuy ulready.’

* Ou, vever mind,’ replied Gwynae,
to burst with suppressed laughter ;
pague goos for nothing, just puts peoplo 1nto
spirits—that’s all.’

‘Heavens, what o woman !' cxolaimed
Sobina, ia fits of laughter ; * swipoy already.
\Why, Bob, sho will bo rosring drunk befure
dinuer is over, and under the tablo.'

* By Jovo I Schun, if you rua on in this
fnslno.u. I must bult, as I am uearly choked

cluuned, * Lorks, Sir Lucts, I feel quite‘

| sufficiently for that fecling to arise.’
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| should he prevsil on Solina to becomo Mrs,
; she may, Conyers—poor fellow ! he will be ever in hot
but there 1s more , water,
to judge by thoso ing of

with her cutting speecbes ; the ‘Tam-
the Shrew’ is nothing in comparison
with the work he will have to perform in

Soeinglreducmg Selins to anytiung like orderly
» kept: conduct.’

* She 18 really very provoking sometimes,’
replied Blancho ;¢ and says sach ‘oxtraor-
dinary things, that strangers must think her
a very ccoentrio person, and very ill-ratued,

", ready ) but what would you do, William, with sach
chawm- |5 wifo ?*

*I should very soon do without ner,
Blavche, it by any fatality sach a lot could
bo assigned mo.’

¢ You would not feel jealous of her, Wil-
liaz_x}, would you ?’ she inquired, with an aroh
smilo.

‘ No, my dear ; I nover could love her

X  aliall

her bushand the otuer, thero is litile o;ﬁ
tanity for conjugs) diffierences to snse.
Marchioness of Danby will haveher o% ¥
tatlishment of gervants and carrisg
box at the opera—go where she likes, w.i_{
as she pleases, withont consnltiog her Jils
wishes ; indeed, except with tho chace
meoting at other people's tables or put
man aud wifo 1 fashicnable life seldomoc®
in contact With cuch other, and a tetes
is & thing alnost unknown.’

* How very delightful, William ! w}nl ttn
interesting picture of domestic felicity . r4+
I think that sort of lifo would smb e B
ly. What a pity you aro not in the peehs®
Lady Boauchzmp would be such 8 F&
title.’ . .
* Your ject, dear Blanche, will
human probability, boe taraed into 8 "
much sooner, perbiaps, than yon m':x;wﬂ.

¢ What can your monn ?’ a6 inquired,
‘sarprise.

¢ I may confide {o you
secrot which has been oon
broast, and known ouly to one b
own {ather, that he is tho nm}rest
the Earl of Annandale, who is DOW,
eighty-ninth yoar, and heir to his U

now.d dtzum‘:?
fine
n it

ia b




