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For the Northwest Mission, the work among the / idians, and all the hlburcm that “‘35 year there may be a great in-

gathering of souls.

The Greatest Need of the Indians.
BY REV. §. VAN TASSEL,
White Missionary to the Indians in
Manitoba.

What is the greatest need of th
Indians? Some would said to be civil-
ized. All admit they need to be civil
ized, and we find that this is being
A i vare os Wge—ly spoeal -
forta ot the G o et and Chiistiai
T detion el ae iy i
ecntiet with tlhe 2 hite popalatn o

thetl cotiity b

Their greatest need s to be eduact
ed say others. This is a means to
their civilization. And educated they
are. Wherever it is pussible to have
schools among them they are
found. The dificrent denominations
working among them, aided by the
Government, are endeavoring to in-
strnet the children. Al may attend
the ordinary schouls, and mauy have
the privilege of remaining for some
years in the Industrial Training schoois

But few will allow that these are
suflicient that n.thing more is needed
or that.these are the most important
neuds to be suppiied.  They must be
Christianized. They muast be won
from their heathen religion to Chris-
tian re.gion, and iustructed in Chxs-
tinn, ductrines. And when this isd. ne,
when an lndian gives up his vid relig-
iun and confesses himself tobe s aris-
tian, many think that the great need
has been supplied, and that nothing
more-is required. Let us see it this
is so. Come with me to St. Peters
Reserve, where the greatest improve-
ment has been made with tae Indians,
and where wurk has been carried on
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the lghgest.  We find that they are in-
deef civilized. They have neat log
Some of them are thatched,
Neat fences

are found on every side. Most of the
houses are well furnished with tables,
chairs, stoves and beﬁ'su‘ade. Mats are
on the floors and plcturos on the walls,
The people ar® neat in ap pearaiy
Noarly crery vne o spcah bnmd P
tieh Mury oo read A
X e S aboef o

\\xL
e Sonth el ot the tosenve
still lieathen, and protess to
tians and are church members.

Is anything more nceded ? We are
told there is pout, and there is nothing
for us to do here. But as we are here
on the Peserve let us look about a lit-
tle and irquire into things, and see it
this be true. Ilere is the road from
Seikirk to the Rescrve, and it is Satur-
day night.  Waggon MWer wasgon
proses with its load of drunken, brawl-
ing, quarreling Indians.  Many o
them will be at the communion table
t0 MOrrow. e,

At holiday times and on specml “oc-? pf

casions, dances with drunkness and
worse sins are
all over the ref
the lives of m:
and you will
gruss sins qui

needed ?

Have a tal ese peuple
and speak to Cual things
and you Yill ignorant
concerning carnally
minded, af
of Sumaridi v
They don]

o mumxeslew
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sphitually blind and dead. Is any-
thizg more needed by them than what

\tho,' already have ?

it~ may be asked. “Do not

ndel ¥ Let us listen to thedt preach.
Vhy they are blind as well! The
blpd are leading the blind! They

sayjnothing about God’s way of sal-
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being sav-
as. He be-
Hmed afraid to
ersation I be-
¥was converted,
talking of it.
I asked him
to the people

liev
azn)_"so.
came con

during he was unsaved.
Sadly } ad and said, “Sir,
Idoll” ¥ of that, but »y

prayes; tod will spare me

sndmsilon
e the 'l‘ruth.
aneud our services
hen they hear the
re saved ; we know
give good reasons
is in them.
ﬂ{ince began tu preack
saved man, I don’t be-
lieve tlure was one on the reserve who
could Lunestly say that lLie or she was
saved.

Many of these Indiaus love their
gins aud lave no desire tu give them
up, and & guspel w hich cundemns their
3 Ui hate. A religion which per

reaBwd

it [

[—

W«

w-TOo PO~ -



