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Toronto Gardeners' Improvemant Society-

Weo bave received a copy of the Fourth Aunnual
Report of this .Association, whose operations during
the past year have been highly cncouraging, not-
withstauding the removal of some of its prominent
members, and the interruption caused by the public
excitement in the Province, in connexion with the
Fepian raid——causes which must have bad an un-
favorable influence on the attendance at meetings,
&c. The report states that at the various meetings dur-
ing the year 1 number of important subjects have
been discussed, aed interesting floral specimens,
gome of them of novel character, have been submit-
ted—amongst others a collection of Epacrises, and
select spectnens of Azaleas, Camellias, Dahliag and
Roses. s a means of encouraging the exhibition of
new aund rare specimens of horticuliural produce, the
commitiee suggest “ that a show-case be instituted in
some cunvenient and appropriate place, where any
thing new and rare in the way of fruits, flowers, or
vegetables might be exhibited. Forsuch an exhibi-
tion the fiitest place would be the Messrs. Fleming &
Co.’s wiudow in Agricultural Hall, Toronto. Any arti-
le exliinted mn such a case, accompanied with a state-
meat of ats locality, mode of raising, habits, and pe-
culiartties  dlistinguishing it from other varities,
would thus cowe before the notice of all juterested
in the subject, wounld bo noticed by the press, and
become the subject of discussion at the meetings of
the Soctety.”’

Animportant object contemplated by the Seciety
was to bring within the reach of its members as
many as possible of the best periodicals and other
works en horticaltural subjects. In furtherance of
this object the following journals have becn dis-
tnibuted :—The Cottage Gardener and Joumafﬁf Ilor-
ticulture, the Pomologist, and Gardeners’ onthly.
These, after having been in circulation are, now,
complete for the last four years, in possession of the so-
aety  Inadditton to this, through the alliance effected
Wwith tbe bectoral Division Society, tho Gardeners’
As-ociation bas been able to procure from England
unportant siandard works on gardening, which will,
tw doubt, prove a very valuablo acquisition. The
report thus concludes. ** You have by united efforts
been sueeesstul in restoring the summer exhibitions,
as well s 1 forming the nuclens of a Horticultural
labrary, a want bitherto much felt in Toronto ; snd
with si *h prospects before you, your committee re-
tire, with tue assurance that the ‘beneficial effects of
the Socniy will yet exceed the anticipations of its
originators,
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Address of vjudge Logie,

PRESIDENT oF TuE UrPkr Cavaps FRUIT GROWERY
ASSOCIATION, AT THE ANNUAL MEETING I HaMiLToN.
GrNTLEMEN,~Tn performance of that part, of my
duty which requires me to deliver snaddress at thean,
nual meeting. I shall on tho present occasion confine
myself to sume general remarks on the progress made
in fruit culture since tho formation of this association.
It is not mavy yearsagosinco it was almost im-
possible for those who had no gardens of their own,
to procure any of the finer varietics of fruit. Thero
were 0o frait shops, and fruit was not cultivated for
sale, with the exception of apples, which were culti-
vated, though notnearly to asufficient extent to supply
the demaund. At present there are numérous fruit
shops in every city and town in the Province, where
the best varieties of fruit oan be obtained, and I be-
lieva that by far the greater part of tho fruit sold and
consumed in Canada is produced in the country. In

fact Canada, partionlarly that part bordering on the
head of Lake Ontario, is bocoming what its soil and
climate so well adapt it to become, o great fruit
growing country. I belleve that ero many years
elapse, Canada will not only fully supply the demand
arising within the country, but that large quantities
will be ralsed for exportation.

In reforring to the progress made in fruit culture I
must particularly allude to tag, progress made in the
cultivation of tho Grape. It has long been known
that tho climate of Canada is admirably adapted to
the cultivation of the apple, strawberry, raspberry,
and some other varicties of fruit; butitis only of

late years that it has been found well adapted to the
cultivation of the Grape. So late as 1861, Dr. Hurl-
burt, thea~Vice-President of this Association, deli-
vered an address before the members at the annual
meeting, in-which he compared tho climate of Canada
with the climates of several of tho Vine Growing
Countries 6f Europe, and shewed that the summer tem-
perature i3 as high andin'somo places higher than in
some of the most favoured vine growing regions ; and
that as tho vine only requiresheat to bring its fruit to
perfection, the vineshould.be cultivated successfully
and profitably in Canada.

The results of the past six {cnrs have proved that
the climato of Canada is well adapted to the cul-
tivation of the Grafie. Instead of thero being but few
varleties in_cultivation, and those only in private
gardens snd on a small scale, we have now 1n very
general cultivation a greal many neéw and greatly
improved varictics, and tho cultivation is not limited
to & few.amateurs ;‘there are now several large and
many .smaYler -vineyards, wherc grapes are cul-
tivated extensively.for sale, and for the manufacture
of wine, And.from .these grapes in many places
considerable quantities of wholecsome and palatable
wine is being made. So rapid bas been the in-
crease, and so general the taste for vine culture,
that we may confidently expect that a part of Canada
at all events will bo known as a land of vineyards.

Fqr soveral years past the attention of members of
this Asspciation has heen dirccted to the discussion
and examinationof a greal many new varieties of
grape, and ono of our most active and_useful mem.
bers, Mr. Arnold of Paris, bas by hybridization suc-
ceeded in producing scveral new and very promising
varietics of frait.

During the past year we bave had the usual num-
ber of meétings, and I think of more than usmal in-
terest, particularly the last one held at Grimsby,
where members had an opportunity not only of seeing
a very large selection of fruit, but also of examining
some of the neighbouring vineyards.

While the science of pomology is tbus making
satisfnctor{hgogrcss, and while this Association has
done something to aid the canse, much more could
bo accomplished if those interested in fruit culture
in differént parts of the country would join and take

art in our discussions ; » much greater -variety of
<nowledge and experience being brought to bear
upon the subject, much greater results would be at}
tatned. Another result of a large membership wonld
be, that as ‘the expcnses of management wouldnot
be increased; wo would bave some woney to spare,
to devote as prizes, ecither for the production of new
varicties of fruit, or for the best cssays on subijects
connccted with fruit culture, or the money might be
devoted to tho publication of our proccedings and
reports, whichever might be dcemed best calculated
{o advance the cause of pomology.

I bope therefore that members will not only
attend ourmdetings themselves, but that they will
exert themselves- to procoro additional membérs by
pointing out the advantages which will accrue to
themselves as well as to the Association from atten-
dance at our meetings.

KEermvg Arrres v WisNTER.—At the lastState Fair
in Utica, N.Y., Delos Randall had on Exhibition Rus-
sctt apples grown & year ago. These apples were
plump, fresh, agd of a goed fiavor, quiteas goodas the
same Kind ofapples are ordinarily on tha approach
of spring. Weinquired ag to the manner of keeping,
and were informed that the apples were put in re-
fusal .boxes obtained ‘at tho groceries, and in the
following: manner:=—A layer of dry sawdust was
sprinkled d¥ the botlom of the box, and then a layer
of apples placed in'it so that they do not tonch other.
Upon these was placed a 1ittlo layer of sawdust, and
80 on until the box was filled. 0 hoxes, after bein
packed in this way, were placed on the wall in the
cellar, up from the §ronn , where they kept, per-
fectly retaloing thelr freshness and flavor, until
brought out and exhibited &t the fair. He says that

bo bus kept applos in this way some months later.

-

Roport of New Hybrid Grapes.

Ruad by AMr. AL, of Paris, of the Annual Meeting
of the Upper Canada Fruit Growers’ Association,
January 16th, 1867,

I TayE it quite [necessary to preface the report
that X am now about t@"g'},ve‘, of my new grapes, by
saying that the characte’ of a seedliog grape will
generally require at 1cast ten. years to become fully
developed, and acgo;ding tomy pxgq;ifen,ce in grape
seedlings, if I get & true Liybrid, 4hd 1t Bives any’pro-
miso of being good the first year. of ysagi‘qg, itjyill
generally continue to Jimprove. .{or.ge!enl yéars
after. I thought it advisable to mentlor this fact, st
this time, in order to_preveat members, who may be
raising hybrid fruit, from rejecting them too hastily,
and because of the pleasing probabllity that when
next called upon to report upon these grapes, Ishall
be enabled to give a more ﬂ:r\tt‘ering account of most
of them than I am at-this tihe) I ABall on the pre-
sent occasion coufine my- rex_x_mka {0 seven varieties,
and in describing the frnit will generally fisd 1hd ex-
act language of gentlemen who.have eaxuéﬁé& it
upon the vines, or to whom the ffnit Haa been sent.
Among tho latter are Hon. M. B, WiHder, of Boiton,
and Thomas Meehan, Esq,,. Editor lof the Gardeners’
Aonthly, Philadelf)yia.' -

No. 1.—Vine bardy, ripening its wood early in the
season ; very productive. Fruitripens a little earlier
than Delawaro ; ripened this year with Hartford ;
“bunch large, compact, bandsoma ; herries largs,
round, rosy, bluish ; flesh teader and juicy as aBlack
Hamburgh ; sceds small, soparating easily with the
pulp ; flavour mild, pleasant, entirely free from tho
aroma of the wild Fdx .Grape ; a variety of much
promise.”

The following six are all seedliugs of the Clinton,
mixed with Black St. Peters and the Golden Chas-
sellas,  In n private letter to me last November, Mr,
Mechan, Editor of the Gardeners' Monthly, says of
these varlefies :—

“1 think your grapes the_ greatest improvement
wo have ever made in grapes; I shall, however, eay
more in tho Gardeners’ ‘Morihly. I bave delayed to
writ to you about them.as I have kept them on
band till now, to show to every one who hss called,
and all are delighted with. them.”

No. 2.—Hardy ; vcr{ early ; long, compact shoul-
dered bunch; berry. larger {ban elawaro, round,
o5y, bluish ; thin s¥inned, sweet and good ; consid-
ered very promising for wine ;. ripens considerably
beforo the Delaware. .

No. 5.—Vine hardy; ripens with Delaware or a
litslo earlier ; bunch iong, someiimes shouldered ;
berry medium size, round, colour white, thin skin ;
flavour sweet and rich ;- seeds small ;  the most pro-
mising white grape I have secn.”

No. 8. This variety has a very distinct, deep lobed,
dark coloured leaf ; vine hardy ; bunch large, rather
loose ; berries bluinﬁ, medium size, thin skin ; favour
very peculiar, much admired by some for its singu-
lar taste, and by others thoaght to'be good only for
wine. : s

No. 11.—Vino hardy, and the {ruit, when ripe; 8o
nearly resembles Black St. Peters, both in agiear-

0

ance and flavour, that it is difficult to distingni
onc from the other.

No. 16.—This grape, both in t;ruig_gqgl vine, much
resembles Clinton, and ripend abéut the.same fime;
it is, however, of much richer flavour, and this sesson
many persons havo pronounced it the best, flavoured
grape grown in my grounds.. -

No. 17.—Similar to No. 16 in appearanco of vine,
but a much larger bunch, and*an ¢normous bearor ;
the fruit is not so'rich a- table grape as No. 15, but
{?uchb})ct;%r than Clinton ; ripens o few days later

han No. 16.
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Z&r In Malton market, (England,).on Saturday
weck, and again om.Monday,M- uckell, 2. green-

g | grocer, astonished his customers by offering  new

potatocs, Christmas.”” Thé novelty was so great that
somo of tho hest tabers gold for over 1d. a_plece.

The potatoes had been grown'fn the'0pen gronnd—
Turmer (Scoltish) . - T T .



