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+pord”, or “*A Renfreyshire Bee-Kgeper.” The
pagesof the Journal of Horticulture,.20 to 80
years ago, shows that the .Rev. L. L. Lang-
stroth, Wagner, and other U.8. citizens did not
look upon these writers as either ‘‘sneaks’’ or
weowards” but treated them with respect and
hono’ They were the piongers of British
modern bee-keeping, and the Americans thke
great credit fornot a few of the things first
discovered by them. Mr. W. Z. Hatchinson
also advises me to ‘‘make a few experiments.’’ -
It is. curioas that he considers me qualified to
dO‘ 80, * 7

Just fency Doolittle “‘procuring at a high
price the best self-registering spirit thermometer
possible,” as he puts it. To get it between the
combs he had to take it out of its case and
widen the combs to get it bettreen, as it was
§ in. thick; then he kept pulling it out every
few days to read it off, as if the disturbange of
the bees would cause no error; and with this
thing he was bothering his bees all winter, only
one at a time mind, ~ There is no statement
even that his instrument registered correctly,
beyond that it was *‘at & high price.”

A British savant would have treated a dozen
stocks at.once ; he would have got 12 thermom-
eters, about three inches long and’ under } in.
thick on the bulb, that i.2 could read off at any
time without disturbing the hive or bees. These
he would have sent to Kew observatory to be:
tested, with each of which he would receive a
certificate with instructions to add or subtract
at certain points where in error, as it is a rare,
thing for an instrument to work .correctly, |
owing to the difficulty of drawing the
small glass tubes of equal diameter throughout
their length: thus at 30° four or five might
have to be added and at 70 as many substracted
to be correct. These instruments he would fix
in the fall and read them off at regular inter-
valo all through the winter, and he would ex-
tend these experiments over four or five years
before feeling warrauted in making them pub.
lic. Now would “Friend H.,” or any other of
like nationality have the ~‘time” to ‘“‘carefuily”
do this. I am afraid he never thought I had
read this article in Gleanings or kept a copy, or
he would not’have referred me to it.

In his Review for '88, page 8, he says, “We
cannot help wishing that there were better
methods of commanication in regard to apicul-
tural matters, between thia country and the
old : as it sometimes happens tbat we never
- learn of valuable methods in use across the sea

until we have invented the same proovesses.”
' Whose fault is thia pray? The United States

<t

N

even knowledgé, as they will not allow new
books to pass free in the mails from the Old to
the New-Country, whilst on this side we keep
well. posted up, because nearly everything
is admitted free. He'teaches in his journal that
Friend Heddon Mirst invented the horizontal
divisible brogd chamber which has certainly
been in use more than 200 years in the north of
this country and Scotland.

The Philosophical Transactions,No.96,'July 21,
1673, vol. vii, proves that such hives were being
used with success in Scotland and continue to
be 80 used even to this day in spite of all im.- -
provements; and this by men who keep these
old hives side by side with the modern ones. If .
this is not enough let me quote from the title of
a patent granted by Charles I{. on the 23rd day
of April 1675,- being numbered 180, to John
‘Gedde, Wm. Galt and Samuel Nowell for

“A Way for the improvement of bees' by the
invention of sach commodious hives or boxes,
placed the one upon tbe other, having holes or
passages in the topp to lett the bees constantly
work through.” - ) T

- I shall have something startling to say about
this patent when I have time to write it. A
copy of it i in every public library of note on
the Americau continent presented gratis by tae
British Government. ’

Mr. Hutchinson is continually teashing that
& “Hgney-Board." with or without & queen ex.
oluder, is an absolute necessity in the produc-
Sion of comb honey. On this s1de the numerous
bee-keepers who use the storifying, horizontal di.

<isable brood chamber hive as improved by Rob-
_ert Kerr about 1819, or the further improvement
made by “A Renfrewshire Bee-Keeper’ about
1860, know how to get super comb honey with.
out either honey-boards or "queen-excluders;
they can also tell the moment when a super is
finished without baving to guess or qpen 2 hive.

These people would laugh at the American ideas
about supering and set them down as ignorant

“gropers 1n the dark.” 1t is not for them to
teach Americans, nor do they ocare to waste
time teaching those Britons ;in the Bouth who
first became infected with the “bee-fever” from
America ’

\Wo@dww.-antcwnzon to get hold of
me'of the ‘;British bee literaturs ‘and better

it.form himsslf on the various subjeots, then he .
could have said who invented queen-exoluder
zine, and not after saying this part belonged to
Heddon and that to Tinker say the zinc itaelf
was invented by “somebody elbe.”

Now *friend,” in conclusion,.let me say I
could say more if any good could be dene by it. -

have protected themselves against trade and

I have your little book on the “Production of.



