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Arrm 1,

Rapo and other green-fodder.—La-
thyrus sylvestris, tho flat-pea and Po-
lygosum sachalienss, sachaline, have
rroved to bo fuilures at some of tho
U, S. stations whore thoy were tried ;
but, according to the roport of the
Colorado station, rape yielded very
heavily, tho smallest product of sny
plot boing 22 tons of fodder to tho
acro | Now supposing a teo, i. e.,a 6
monthe' old lamb of any short wool
breed, roquiring 15 1bs. a day of rape,
in addition to a little dry food in the
form of clover hay, cake,or grain snd
pulse, an aere of such a plsnt shounld
keep 100 togs for all but 30 days! Wo
have nover seen such s product in
Lpglsnd ; 15 tons to the acre being a
vory good orop; but only conceive
the effect on the succeading crops of
100 shoep passing the whole of their
timo for oven 15 days on sn acro of
land I Of course, the flock must be
folded carefylly over the piece and not
bo allowed to tramp it down by beinee
turned loose into the: field. Wo still.
hold the opinion we exprested when,
nearly 38 years ago. we arrived in
the province; that the hinterlands of
our lorg furms will never be proporly

~caltivated unti! the rapo plant 18
grown on them, and fed off' by sheep
in thelater rummer and full,

Club-root or finger-and-tes, a8 this
d'seaso is sometimes called, we have
heard of but never seen in this coun-
uy. We fancy it genorally proceeds
from the tno froquent repetition of
the same crop on the same land. It
nover affects any other plants than
the crucifer’—cabbage, turnips, rape,
&c, —and rejoices in tho sciwntific
ramo of Plasmadiphora brassicce,
which, being interpreted, means ‘&
variation in the shape of the drassica
or cabbage tribe,” and a very naety
variation it is. The curo for it seems
to be a heavy dres-ing of Yime or
potush, at least co says Mr.G Masseo,
of the Royal Soociety of Ilngland. As
the germs of disease remain in the suil
and retain their vitality for at least
two years, it wounld be wise not only
to omit sowing sny turnips, &c.. on
the land affected for three or four
years, bat to eradicatethorougbly any
weeds of the crucifere order sach as
wild mustard, charlock, &c, tor the
dieeaso profits by them a3 well as by
the cultivated plants of the same
order. 1t is probably caused by s
fangus.

Vstches or tarag,—We are very fond
of tares asa fodded-plant, but it has
the inconvenience of muking the land
t0 loose that the grain-crop succeed-
ing almost invariably goes down, The
eamo defect wo have often nnticed in
Jingland, and the only ocare we knew
of thore is to feed off 4 crop of rapo
safter it with sheep.

FARM-WORE T'OR APRIL,

Treatment of the animals of the farm
—FPreparation of the land.

If any ono imagincs that Jorses,
kopt idloin thoir stalls and fod upon
straw during winter, will bo fit to do
real work whon tho stre s of spring
cultivation begins, ho will find his
mistako out before many days of
plooghing and harrowing are fin-
ished.

Horses shoanld bo worked moder-
atoly in preparation for the spring-
campaign, and their food should con-
tdin & fair proportion of oats and

sound hay ; s fow pease, say a double
handful, twice & day will do them
much good : o pity we grow so fow
horso-beans in the country.

Cows are busy calving, on thoso
farms whoro fall-oalving and wiator-
durying have not boeen introiuced
Wo ropont, for tho tenth timo ut loast,
do not lot tho cow soe hor oalt after it
is born. The young one will do very
well, covered up with soft atraw,
without food for, anyhow, 10 hours
after birth, and it wifl not be half so
much trouble to teach it to drink from
a pail 18 it would bo if it had onco
sucked its dam, After the second wook,
the calf will do pretty well on skim-
mitk with a little orurhed linseed {flax-
need) proviouely stecped in plenty of
boiling water . 90° F. to 962 F.is the
best temporature for the mixture.

Ewes will, in the mejority of casos,
finith lambing by the middle of the
month. Clovor-hay, a fow oats, and as
much water as they will take, if there
are no routs, will do for them. Castrate
ard tail the Jambs at frum ten to fift
teen days from birth. We always
solect owe lambs for our own table,
for most of the male lambs—or ra-
ther, tegs — that reach Montroal in
tho tall uro uncut, und the flavour of a
ram-teg is auything but nice.

Young pigs should not be
weaned till they are atleast six weeks
old. Why not spay the sow-pigas that
are not wanted fur breeding ? Every
time the young euw comes iuto
season tho luses flesh, and as this hap
pens sevoral times when the pig is
from 6 to 8 mounths uld, she is often
srrested 1 hor fattoning, bosides,
many & man kills his sow-pig when
she 18 17 season, from oarelessners or
insttontion, and that is much more
likely to provent the pork from taking
the salt than any influence the moon
can oxort

Poultry. — Well, probably Mr.
Gilbert will have something to say
about the spring treatmont of poulitry,
80 wae leave tho subject to him,

Preparaticn of the land. — A late
spring 1s bofore us, we fear; the
aatumu lasted woll up to Christmas and
the old Canadian saying is pretty
true: If yoa don’t find winter at tho
month of the sack, you may reckon
on finding it at the bottom ; howerver,
somo fall-ploughed land in tho westora
part of the province will suraly be fit
to work before April is over, and the
sooner pease, Wheat and oats are in
the ground the better chauce for a
crop. Pease and wheat will stand s lot
of freezing when theseediswell covered;
say 3 to 4 inches deep for pease and 2
to 3 inches for wheat. Black Tsrtar
oats, too, are hardy, but perhaps
barley may need s littlo delay. At
all ovents got grass- and clover-sced
sown as early as possible, tho great
droughts 1n the States of last sammer
played the very mischief with all the
late sown seceds.

Do try a pioco of lucerne. If only
an acre. All it needs is : land not too
heavy ; a dry sabsoil ; and as much
dung as you can spare. Do not be
afraid of sowing it with spring grain,
barley for choice.

Qet your dung outdown tothe very
Jast load, and put it up in well bailt-
piles in or near the fields intended for
potatoes and roots.

Use the grubber on full-ploughed
land, partioularly on light soils, bofore
sowing. And harrow harrow. harrow,
both boefore and after the drill or
seeder.

Oat-crops, — Mr. Wrightson, of the
Salisbary, Eng., College of Agricul-
ture, writing in the Agricultural
Gazette, requests his readers to give
bim an account of tho largest yields,

por imporisl aore, of oats that have
come to their knowledge. Wo oursclves
nover exceeded 14} querters = 116
bushels, and thoy were not very hoa
vy. Mr. Ciare Sewoll Road, 8 well
known Norfolk farmor, and ex M. P,
montions a field in that county, the
30 acres of which prodaccd — aftor
swodos fed off — 450 quarters =120
bushels an acre ; but the oats —white-
Tartavs—grown by my dear old friend
and farm tator, Wm Rigden, of Hove,
Sussex, on threo sores of ground,
tarned out 625 bushels = 140 bushols
to the acro; and this is tho largsst
authontic crop we ever heard of, the
200 and 250 bushels grown (?) in the
States being fairy-tales, probably,

Bullocks' hoads,— A vast difference
botween the price of bullocks’ heads
at Quebecand in England ! M Dubord
(v. p. 307, Journal for March) only
pays six cents a piece for them, and
gives them to his laying hons, in
England they cost 83 cents /3s. 6d.)
each, and the cheeks and palates aro
often to be secen on our best tables, the
remainder of the head being convert.
od into stock for soups Weo were
often shocked, when living at Sorel. at
the sight of bullocks’ heads kicking
about in the batchers’ yards as things
of no value, Are there no poor in the
country to whom such food would be

a blessing ?

Talking of ballocks. wo see  state-
meont in oo of the U. S. papers that,
in New York, stoer-beoef is the only
beef fit to bo eaten! Aed how about
the beof of a maiden-heifer ? In Eng.
land, within easy reach of the London
market, we conld always soll oor
Wolsh boifers for a cont a ponni
more than tho best steers fetched at
Smithfield, and the batchers of the
neighbourbood were g ad to get them,
thereby saving all market expenses,
and incurring no risk of loss im
transit
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COMPETITICN OF AGRICULTURAL
MERIT FOR 1895,
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NOTICE.

The Competition of Agricultaral
Merit will be held in 1898 in the coun.
ties of Bagot, Beaubarnois, Brome,
Shambly, Chiteaugnay, Compton,
Drummond, Huntingdon, Ibsrville,
Laprairie, Missisguoi, Napierville, Ri-
chelion, Richmond, Roaville, 8hofford,
Sherbrooke, Stanstead, St-Hyacinthe,
St.Jean, Verchéres ot Yamaska,

In accordanco with the regulations
of the Council of Agriculture,all those
devsirons of entering into this compe-
tition oust file their entry in the De-
partment of Agriculturo and Coloni
sation on blank forms that will be sent
to them on demand by that Depart.
ment.

Daring the last year or two, certain
persons asked the judges to inspeot
their farms after the competition had
hecn opened, under the pretext that
they wero not aware befcre that the
competition was to be held in their
district.

We aro anxious that in faturo, there
ghould be no misunderstanding on this
point, 80 no entry will be received
aftor tho lapso of tho deolays fixed by
the regulations of tho Council.

The Lauréats who oblained tho sil-
vermedal and the diploma of The
Highest Morit, in 1891, must not
forget that, this yoar, thoy are en-
titled to compoto anew for the right
of winning the golf medal and the
diploms of the, Highest Excopt.onal

Moerit. Those who, at the above epooh,
only won suffiviont marks to ontitle
thom to the bronze.moedal with the
diploma of Grout Morit or of Morit,
may likewiso compoto again this year.

<

COMPETITION OF AGRICULTURAL
MERIT 1896,

REPURT OF THE JULGES.
(Continued,)

. HOUSES.

As is ovident by table of marks
awarded, it may be said that all the
compotitors in the Competition are
saitably housed ; but wo may say that
many peoplo in this provinee areruin-
ing thomselves by trying to ont-do
their neighbours 1n this respect. It
wounld be far more useful to have a
spacious, convenient barn well adapted
to the needs of the farm, and so ar-
ranged a3 to economiso labour, timo,
foider, &c. .

A population that, like ours, 1s still
young and not abounding in fauds,
ought to avoid luxury, and expend the
wealih Providence allots to 1t in usoful
things.

BUILDINGS.

Great improvemont is to be found
everywherein theerection of buildings.

It were easy to show that it is ospe-
cially those who have travelled that
poseess the most sensible ideas oun this
subject. Woadvise all those who intend
to build to visit other places, for they
will bring back thence maay good
ideas that, united to their own, will
probably lead to the construction of a
suitable bailding.

STABLES.
So useful is the horse, that it does

should be treated carofully, kindly, &c.
The yoang horso needs particular care
and to ensuro his proper form of
growth, he should bo kept in a loose.
box; otherwise, he will tara constant-
ly to tho light, and his neck will
become deformed , his fore-quarters,
too, will bowrornched out of all balance.
On the other haud, the stable should
bo properly lighted, elso the horses
will suffer from ophthalmis,ard every
one knows how troublesome and oven
dangerons a horso is whose sight is
affectod.

COW-HOUSES.

Nowadays, very comfortable, woll
arranged cow-hoases ars to bs found
in many places. As dairying can now
be practised with profit in winter, the
importanco of conjoining 1 tho cons-
truction of vowhouses all possible con-
ditions of order, cleanliness and econo-
my of labour is better appreciated.

The cowhouse ought, in the first
place, to be erected on adry or tho-
ronghly drained spot; for numerons
complaints often arise from the con-
stant ohilly damp of the floor; or
again, from the ico that forms there
from tho drip of tho eaves, from the
rones,theurine and manare-leakings (1)
that collect there.

Secondly, tho light chould be ample ;
tho windows opening in such a way
that no draughts fall directly on
the cattle, especially not on the milk-
ing cows. Tho hounse shoald be warm
enough to allow of constant and per-
fect vontilation. Good ventilators axe,

(1) Rones 15 Scotch for the gullers under

tho eavas,— Ko,

not seom nocessary to say that ne °
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