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YOUR OWN OPINION.

nY ELEANOR A. }HUNTER.

The subj ect of this talk ias suggested byl
a little chat whichi-Jacklîad with his miothier
thé other day. He, liad been telling eir
of something ihichl had occurred d.ring
the nid-winter .xamiiiationsi which nwero
just.past. Jack had given his next iieigh-
ber throo dates for his History paper.

'But, Jack,' said his imother, 'ras that
honorable ?'

Why, mother,' answered Jack, 'all the
fellows do it.'

'That's not the point,' she said gently,
'do you think it was riglit 1

'Harry would have thouglt I was awfully
meoan if I hadn'bt.'

'Would you have accepted nsuch help ?'
Jack wiggled a little. 'Well,' he ad-

nitted, 'Harry did give nie one little hint
in mny Algebra. Turn about is f:ir play.'

'Of course,' said his mother, 'Professor
Simpson kInew all about it.'

'Of course, lie didn't,' roturned Jack a
little impatiently. 'Mother, you don'ti
understand. All's fair in love and iwar,
and thisiswwar. The professors are onon
side,- and wve are on the other. They know
how it is. If they catch us, all riglht ; but
if we can .beat them, why we coie out
alhead.'

'And do all the boys in your class act on
tliat principle ?'

' Yes,' answered Jack, 'I guess they do,
at least I don't kneiow any eue who does
not.'

'Now, Jck,' said lhis inother looking at
hin seriously, 'I want you to forget about1
the other boys, and their ideas, and I doA't
wiant eou te think hiother you like or dis-i
like your masters: but judging by the3
standard whiicl the bible gives, I wantt
yen te telli me whether youthink youalimve1
acted honestly.'1

Jack was silent for a minute, and tieut
lie said slowly.

'Vell, ni.'.
Some time since I wias talhcing with a

young mai whio was iii business in Nei
York, and ho told me this story. He was
in the wholesale nail trado, and the prie
of nails was so loir that the nail dealerst
rere losing largely.: and it was decidedi

that something must, be dono, s mll the:
nierchants agreed iiot to sol mialslbelow a.
certain reasonable price, and they .weren
free to et as mucli more than tiat as they .
could. The lhead of the firm witlh which1
my young friend iras connected entereda
initö ficcoiimbiiiatioii, but ga iv' iii'

living te earn, and had then no special 1i:-
terest inreligious work; but'her mind and
imagination dwelt on the story of the
church effort across the'river with uni'sual
emphasis. . Gratitude; novelty, .nd so.n e-
thing of a feeling perhliaps niore sacred than
e'ther decidedher to make a donation. -

She went to Brooklyn and gave 'thè
pait r a twenty-dollar gold-piece. At first
ho refused to keep itL becaus.e he knew the
ainount was nibre than she could well afford
te give ; but she insisted; and told hini it
was the first tine she had ever given any-
thing to a religious object. It was a nei
experience toher, and she felt her reward
for the act in the happineas of doing it.
. The piece of money was kept, and its

story told-and so well told that the dis-
couraged congregation took heart froin it,
renewed their efforts, and soon raised funds
enougli to complote the building.

To the young lady that contribution was
the beginning of a moral earnestness that
changed and eninobled her own life, and
helped and blessed mnany other lives.

She bocame a regular attendant at the
churcli she had assisted, and there coni-
ienced lier Christian childhood. To-day
the two sons of hersolf and her Christian
husband are Christian young men soon to
graduate, it is expected, with high college
honors,and both active nenbers of a west-
ern city church.

The poor school teacher's twenty-dollair
gold-piece bas lived its usefulness over and
over again in the eloquent words of the
man who received it, and its story has im-
parted niew enthusiasi and faith te many
struggling congrogations. Doubtless it
will go on doing good for many a year te
comne.-Youth's Companion.

A REMARKABLE COLLECTOR.

A boy in Portland, Me., nany years ago,
was deeply inter(

structions to his clerks to sell all the nails one may say. Tako tho bible for your after takinguer
they could at a trifle less than the price standard, bo governed by your conscience, stamp,and the 1agreed upon. The consequence was -that and you will never go far wrong, though make a collection
while the other firns held to the agreenient you may sometimes find yourself standing At seventeen1
faithfully, this man for some weeks.sold quite alone ;but never nind that. Better keenness of obse
more nails than any other dealer in New stand for the right iith Christ by your new species of-sh
York, and ho made a good deal of money. aide than to bo wrong with the whole world before tho Bos

'But,' said I to the young mjan who old for conmpaiy.-Gl/istian at Work. **History' on his dis
me this narrative, and who laughed at the hibe again discover
sharp practice, 'do vou think that was been classified'as
rightV IER TWENTY.DOLLAR GOLD- species. Agreat

'Wll,' he answered unasily, 'of course PIECE. ing this country,
it was not right in the abstract, but Mr. Thirty years ago the pastor of a young boy and seo bis
B- made a lot . of muney, and one ex- Brooklyn church made an earnest appeal was so intereste
pects double dealing in business, it is an to his people for subscriptions to build a Boston, -he spoke
understood thing. •A man can't' make ncw bouse of worship. The enterprise, fessor Agassiz, vi
money without it.' for some tinme in full novement, liad Harvard as a spec

'Do you know what yen are saying ?' stopped soon after the breaking out of the That boy is k
said I. 'You are saying that there is no Civil. Var. Professer Morse.
firm in New York which is prospering that One of the hearers of that appeal was a Professer of Zool
is malcing money honestly.' , gentleman from New York, who spoke of it Tokio, and wvhilei

'Oh,I don't mnean that,' said ho, roused at that Sunday evening at his boarding-house the beautiful pott
list, 'but it is a fact that there is lots of table. . until lie had becoi
deceit practised in business.' Anmong be boarders was a young lady made Judge at 

'And you,' said I, 'wore beginninmg to who had known the] Brooklyn pastor, and Professer Morsea
think that perhaps it does not nmatter se had once reccived from hin some sliglt of Japanese potte
inucli after alL.' service. · inspection acquire

1 once spent about two years in a toiwn She was a school teacher, who had lier naking his collec
where nearly all the young men were in
the habit of playing.gamnes of chance for
money. I was talking te ene of them e
about it.

'Oh,'said he lightly, 'all the fellows doit.
I would look queer if I didn't.,'

'But do you think it is right?'.
'It is my own ioney that Ilose.' - -

'Whose is it that you in? You got
something for nothing, thon, doi't yen? î
Is that honest ? You kinowr that some of
the young mon ini this tow'n have been -j 1-.
ruined by betting and ganbling ; perhaps
you have helped to do it by playing with '
then; at any rate you have had the ex-
perience of playing games for noncy. You
know the intense excitemient of it and the
temptation of it. Now honestly, lookina1t it f romî all sides, do you think it is right?'

He was ani honest boy at heart lie
flushed, but lie looked nie in the eyes. .
'No,' said he, 'I don't.'

It is much thec asier way for a .boy to
think as the other boys think, to acdept
their standard of inorals, and to do as they-
do, but a boy will siurly come to grief if
lie allows himself to drift like that. .

The only vay iin which' you can b'cone
a strong and nobl man.is for you.to think
over every question of morals for yourself r, I'
being quite uninfluenced by popular ideas,
and thon when yo~u have formed your own
-oimiomi aliide bÿ it,rl'és ofîmimi yaii A P isnüibyC..rro V arKber,

ested. in collections, and
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