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. YOUR OWN OPINION.
EY ELEANOR A. HUNTER.

‘The sub]ect of this talk was suguested by;
a little chat which J: ack had with hismother

- of spmething which had occurred dmmrr
S tho mid- wmtex gxaminations which wero
" just.past. Jack had given his next neigh-
. bor three dates for his History paper.

‘But, Jack,’” said his mother, ‘was th.tt
honomblc ?

‘Why, mother, answered Jack, ‘all” the
- fellows do it.’

. ‘That’s not the point,’ she said gently,
: *do you think it was right ¥

“Harry would have thourrhb I was awfully
" mean if I hadn’t.”

“Would you have accepted such help ?

Jack wiggled a little. ‘Well,! he ad-
: mitted, ‘Harry did give me one little hint
“in my Alaebm Turn about is fair play.’

*Of course,’ said his mother, ‘Professor
. Simpson knew all about it.’

‘Of course, he didn’t,” returned Jack a
little 1mpa.txent;ly ‘I\Iotlm you “don’t
underst'md All’s fair in love and war,
“and this is war. The professors arc on one
" side, and we are on the other. They know
‘how it is. If they catch us, all right ; but
jf we can_beat them, why we come out
“ahead.’

*And do all the bovs in your class 'tct on
" that. punclp]e? B
. *Yes, answered Jack, ‘I guess they do,

“at Teast T den’t know any one who does
" not.”

“Now, Jack,” said his mother looking at
- him seriously, ‘T want you to forget about
« the other boys, and their ideas, and T don't
* want you to think whether you like ordis-
‘like your masters: but judging by the
" standard which the bible gives, I want
: you to tell' me whether you think you have
acted honestly.’

Jack was silent for a mmute, .um then

he snid slow]y
. Well, ne’ . '

Somie tine since I was talking with a

young man ‘who was ifi business in New
York and ho told me this story.
‘in the wholesale nail trade, and the price
of nails was so low that the nail dealers
i were losing largely.: and it was decided
tlmt somet]m)rr must. be done, so all the

,certmn reasonable price, and’ they .were
:.free to get as much more than that as they
" could. The head of the firm ‘with which
Zmy young friend was connected entered
mto the’ combmntlon, but rr.we prwate -’

"l agreed- upon.

the other day. He, had been telling her’

He was|-

merch:mts am.eed not to sell mails bolow al.

structions to his clerks to- sell all the nails
they could ata trifle less than the price
The consequence was-that
while.the other firms held to the agreement
faithfully, this man for some weeks_ sold
more nails than any other dealer in New
York, and he made a good deal of money.

| “But,’ said I to the young man ivho told
mo tlus narrative, and who laughed at tho
sharp pmchce, ‘do you - thmk that ‘was
right ¥

‘Well,” he answered uncnsxly, ‘of courso
it wag:not right.in the abstract, but Mr.
B made 2 lot. of money, ‘md one ex-
pects double dealing in business, it is an
understood thing. - A man can’t’ make
money without it. X

‘Do you know what you are saying ¥’
said I. * “You are saying that there is no
firm in New York which is pxosperm" that
is making money honeshly ]

‘Oh,I don’t mean that,’ said he, roused at
last, ‘but it is a fach that there is lots of
decelb pl.lctxsed in business.’

‘And you,’” said I, ‘were beginning to
think that perhaps it does nob matter so
much after all.’

T once spent about two years in a town
where nearly all the young men were in

money. I was tnlluurr to one of them
about it.

‘Ob,’said helightly, ‘all the fellows do it.
I would look queer if I didn't,’

*But do you think it is 1|«vht v

‘It is my own money that T lose

‘Whose is it that you win? You get
something for nothing, then, don’t you?
Is that honest ? You know that some of
the young men in this town have been
ruined by betting and gambling ; perhaps
you have helped to do it by playing with
them ; at any rate you have had the ex-
perience of playing games for money. You
know the intense excitement of it and the
temptation’of it.
at it from all sides, do you think itis uﬂht'l

He was an honest boy at heart; he
flushed, but he looked me in.the eyes.
‘No,” said he, ‘I don’t.’

It is much the easier way for a boy to
think as the other boys think, to accept

do, but a boy will surely,come .to- grief if
he allows himself to drift like that.
The only way in wlnch you can become,

.over every question of morals for yourself,
being quite uninfluenced by popular ideas,

the habit of playing games of chance for|

Now honestly, looking | {§&

their standard of morals, and to do as they-

a strong and noble man is for you to think | [ -

and then when you have formed your own] ..
opmxon ablde by it, careless of 'what'any !

one may.say. - Take tho bible for your
standard, be governed by your conscience,
and you will never go far wrong, though
you may sometimes find yourself standing
quite alone ; ‘but never mind that. Better
stand for tho right with Christ by your
side than to be wrong with the whole world_
for. comp'my —=Chr wttan ab lev
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" HER TWENTY-DOLLAR GOLD-
PIECE.

Tlnrby years ago the pastor of a young
Brooklyn™ church made an earnest appeal
to his people for subscriptions to build a
new house of worship. The enterprise,
for' some time in full movement, had
stopped soon after the breaking out of the
Civil. War,

One of the hearers of that appeal was a
gentleman from New York, who spoke of it
thi:{; Sunday evening at his boarding-house
table. ]

Among the boarders was a young lady
who had known the. Brooklyn pastor, and
had once roceived from him some slight
service. -

She was a school teachel, who had her
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| living to earn, and had then no specml ir-

| imagination' dwelt on the - gtory of -the
| church effort acrossthe river with’ untsual

| couraged congregation took heart from it,

*| History on his dlscovery

+| species.

D ‘A suuwcrr PACK. -
I‘)om. the Pamtzn'/ bu C. J.w lon Bar bc1.

terest in religious work ; ‘but her mind and

emphasis; . Gratitude, novelty, and some-
thmg of a feeling perhaps niore sacred tlmn
e'ther decided her to make.a doatioi, ',

She went’ to" Brooklyn' and -gave t]w .
past o o twenty-dollar gold-piece. Atfirst
ho refused to keep it; because he knew the
amount was more than she could well afford
to give ; but she insisted; and told him it
was tho first time she had ever given any-
thing to a religious object.” It was a new
experience to her, snd she felt her reward
for the act in the h:\pplness of doing it.

The piece of money was kept, and its
story told—and so well told that the dis-.

renewed their efforts, and soon raised funds
enough to complete the building.

To the young lady that contribution was
the beginning of a moral earncstness that
changed and ennobled her own life, and

lielped and blessed many other lives. |

She became a regular attendant at the
church she had assisted, and there com-
menced her Christian childhood. To- day
the twosons of herself and her Christian
husband are Christian young men soon to
graduate, it is expected, with high college
honors,and both active members of & west-
ern city church:

The poor school teacher's bwenby-dollm
gold-piece has lived its usefulness over and
over again in the eloquent words of the
man who received it, and its story has im-
parted new enthusissm and faith to many
struggling congregations.  Doubtless 1t
will go on doing good for many a year to
come, — Youth's Compamon
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A REMARKABLE COLLECTOR.

A boyin Portland, Me., many years ago,
was deeply’ interosted. in. collections, and
after taking. up seveéral things, minerals,
stamps; and the like, lie’ settled down to
make a collection of ‘shells.

At seventeen ho had- developed such
keenness of observation as to discover a
new species of shell; and presented » paper
before i tho- Boston Society 'of Natural
Inafew months
he again discovered a néw species that had
been classified as the young of a known
A-greit-English naturalist visit-
ing" this country, was-taken to visit this
boy and see his collection of shells. He
was 5o interested that on his return to
Boston, -he spoke of the collection to Pro-
fessor Agassiz, whoinvited the collector to
Harvard as a special student.

That boy is known to the world as
Professor Morse. He went to Japan as
Professor of Zoolony in the University of
Tokio, and while in Japan began studying
the beautiful pottery of that artistic nation,
until he had become an authority, and was
made Judge at the Chicago Esxposition.
Professor Morse attributes his knowledge
of Japanese pottery to the habits of close
inspection acquired in his boyhood when
making his collection of shells.—OQutlook.
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