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onlce the r tîeand despair of the
new-born instinct of art. Romne
wvoke to the consciousness of the
priceless -%vcalth long buried in lier
bosom. The earth secmed to renew
lier youtb. Thiere were giants in
tliozýe days. Michael Angelo, great
as poet, pa inter, and scuiptor; Da,
Vinci~, Ghiberti, Cellini, Fra Lippi,
Mfacehiiavelli, Petrairc1î, Pol itian-a
brotberhiood of art and letters neyer
equaîIled in the world.*

Biut no good or evil is unnixed.
This revived learnîngr broughit witb
it a revived paganisrn. This quick-
cuied art contained the seeds of its
own moral taint. Social corruption
and political tyranny and treachery
flourishied aniid tlîis too stinitulating
atmnosphiere. Tne moral antisepti e
of a vital Clhristianity wvas wanting.
The sait had lost its savour, and
moral corruption ensued. The state
of the Chiurch was at its very worst.
The Papacy wvas neyer more ileaven-
defying in its wickedness. A suc-
cession of hurnan mnonsters occupied
St. Peter's chair. IPaul II., Sixtus
IV., Innocent VIII., and the infamous
Bor-gia-Alexander- VI., - had con-
verted the Vatican into a theatre of
the inost odious vices. WMile wear-
ing the titie of Chiris'-. Vicars on

*Not liuîîoig the '' gianits * of the tiîuc,but as onle of its tenderest and iiuost 1ovîîî
~iitis to be utlentiolc<l Fra Atigelico,

whliîse Jovelv frescocs of saints anid aligels
anti, Mailonnas stili atioru the cells of Sali
Mlarco. Hie cotulil jnt preadh, but~ lie coîîld
paint s.Le iatific vision~ s li i our e.vcs
witli tears to.dI'ty. H-e nevci toucliei lus
h>î*uslt tili lie Ilad stccîîcd luis ilnîu<,st souil ili
prayer. Overcoine wvit1u eniotion, the tcars
ofteiî streaineil tloiwn lus face as ]le paiuîted
tite Seveui Sorrows of Marv or the rpue
of t lie saveil. lic woulîl take noionuev' for
]lis w>rk. it %%.as ils owîî exccedliiug greit
reward. W~lieii ofl'creil the arcluluxslioprie of
Florence lie luuîuuihlv deuliuiet, nit recuoin
îuucuuulci for tliat digitt a brother uuîouuk.
Ifte died lit pooîue Mvhilc sittiuug lit bis casel,
-cauuglut ;Lway to bebIolîl %viîlu opeuu face the
lîeatific visionu on wluieh lu1is iiunior sigit so
loîng lîuul tlWelt. 'l'îlie luoly fa'es of biis
angels stili liauint our iiieiiorv witit a, S9pel
of puiver. WVell liii th UisLilltlv luainiter
îvca tic nuaine of Fra Angehuieu -thie Auîgchie
Brthler.

earth, tlbey were utterly pagan iii
sentiment and worse thian pagan in
life. ,î Tliey regarded," saya Maic-
aulav, Il thie Chiristian mysteries of
whbich they -%vere the stewvards, just
as the Augur Cicero and tlîe Ponti-
fex Maximus Coesar regarded the
Sibylline books and thie pecking of
the sacred chîckens. Among tliem-
selves thîey spoke of the Incarnation,
the Euclîarist, and the Trinity in
the samne toue in wvhichi Cotta and
Velleius talked of the oracle of
Deiphi, or of the voice of Faunus in
the mountaiins."

Said Leo X.-iimiself a priest at
eighit and a cardinal at fourteen
years of age-to his secreta ry Bemubo,
t: All ages know well enoughi of
w'hat advantagre this fable about
Chirist lias been to us and ours." The
samne Bembo cautions a friend
against reading the Epistles of St.
iPaul, ,"lest bis taste slhould be cor-
rupted." 0f the works of Macehia-
velli, the foremost wirter of the
Uies, says Macaulay, "Sucb a, dis-
play of wickedness, naked yct lot;
ashaîned: sncb cool, judicious, scien-
tific atr'ocity, seemn rathier to belong
to a, fiend than to the most depraved
of men." Yet the highest hionours
of bis acre were heaped upon Iiim,
and at the first courts of Italy his
atrocious sentiments evoked no con-
demnation, but rather the waimest
approva 1.

Thie city of Florenice was, flot
even exceptîng Riome, thie ebief
seat of thie Renaissance revival iii
Itcaly. It wvas thie very focus of art,
of literature, of commerce. Its
revenue was greater t!îan that
whvichei both Eng'land and Ireland
vielded to Elizabeth. Its clothmianu-
factures eniployed thirty thousand
worknîien. Eighty banks transactcd
its business, and tliat of Europe, on
a scale that miglit surprise ",even
thie con temiporaries of the Barings
and the Rothchilds."

"Every plue,'sys M;cala, to
whicli tue inercluant prinicesof Florence
exten(led tlueir gigantie tralHie, frouî the
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