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Templar unlawfuUly,' 'the skull to be
laid openi and ail the brains to be ex-
posed to the scorching rays of the sun,'
with several other fam iliar expressions
ivhich every Royal Arch Mason vill
readily recognize as appropriately
wrought into Webb's Royal Arch de-
gree. »

Companion Hlacker wvas of the opin-
ion (and, I concur) that it .v,.s Webb's
idea that the Order should be con ferred
as a part of the cerenionies cof instal-
lation of a H-Iigh Priest. T1hat th is wvas
the practice for somie timie ahd is now
to a certain extent is certain, yet the
spirit of progress or innovation, which-
ever expression mnay he chosen, has
led to its severance froni those cerenio-
nies and the erection of independent
organizations within which it is pro-
pagated. Tlhese organizations geneér-
aly go under the naine of Counicils of
I-ii Priestc, and as their records have
been publisbied the growth and presEt
status of the Order may be easily learn-
ed. A proper inquiry, however, is,
Wien and where ivas the departure re-
ferred to above taken ? but for wvant of
records we are left to conjecture.

The earliest minutes of a Cou ucil of
Highi Priests in the West, of which 1
have kno'vledge, are those of a meet-
ing held in Colunibus, this State, on
j anuary 15, 1828.

As to where the conipanions com-
posing, this Council received the Order
we are left to conjzcture. But as
Com.p. John Snow, the President of the
Convention, bore close relations both
in a Masonic way and in business to
Companion Webb, the inference that
he received it fromi hini is flot strained.
Though advertised to mieet in Worth-
ington in 1829, flo meeting appears to
have been held. The minutes of the
meeting of 1828 w'ere. however, re-
printed with the Grand Chapter pr.->
ceedings for 1829, and to, theni was
added the following note :

IlSuch Companions as are entitled
to the above Order of Priesthood can
receive the same at the next meeting
of the Grand Chapter, in 1830. The
sanie oficers as specified above are

continîued until the ensuing Grand
Chapter.

"8BELA LATHAM,
"'Sec. of the Order ot'H-igli Pr-iesthood.>-

If any other meetings of this hody
were held I faîl to find their minutes.
That the Order wvas conferred or coin-
miunicated iii sonie way is evident froni
the language founid in a resolutiork
adopted in Grand Chapter, ii 1838,
which reads as follows:

" Resolved, Th-at it be recomimended
to the High Priests an~d Past Higlh
Prîests, iii the S-wae, to establish a
Council of High Priests, for the miore
uniformi regulation of the Order of
Priesthood »

Foliowing this action of the Grand
Chapter the present Council. of High
Priests cf' Ohio was organized, the pro-
ceedings of which are in the hands of
its mem bers.

SHRINE CHARITY.

The Imperial Potentate bas forwartided
a letter to the potentate of each 'I'emple
of the Order asking him to bring beiore
the Shrine in bis Oasis sonie speciai
viork of charîty. Illustrious Noble Mel-
lish says:-" I beg to address the N obles
of your Temple and to ask their con-
sideration of some special work durîng
the coming .winter in promoting the
universal btrotherhood of mani by kindly
encouragement of reasonable charity
to those wyho need a helping hand.

It bas been the custom of some of
the Temples to aa~nually distrilbute pro-
visioius among the poor, or to make a
visit to sonie wvorthy charitable institu-
tion in their oasis. One Temple sup-
plied the poor children in two miîssion
Kindergartens in their city with a sub-
statîtial nîeal every day during the
three coldest winter nio,îths laFt year,
and propose doing it again.

Another Temple distributed' four
hundred bask-els of provisions on
Christmas day among the worthy pro-
testant poor, selected by ministers of
churches in the poorest parts of the city.
Stili another Temple paid a visit orb
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