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who often are too lazy to train their children to work; it is oasierl

todo it thamscelves. Thero are, doubtless, exceptions, but asa
rule it is for parents to say whether their children shall grow up
with a distaste for manual labor; the school is almost neutral in
the matter.
Thanking you, Mr. Editor, for the space,
1 remain, yours truly,
TEACHER.

To the Honorable Tue MINISTER OF EpvcaTION.

Sir,—I have the honor to submit the accompanying résumé of
the result of the visits made by Principal MacCube and myself, in
accordance with instructions received from you.

The Noimal Schouls visited were the City Normal School in
Boston, and the State Normal Schools at Bridgewater and Salem,
in the State of Massachusetts. In the State of New York we
visited the following: Albany, Oswego, and Buffalo. Besides
these, as the opportunity presented itself, we visited the Collegiato
and Polytechnic Institute in Brooklyn, and the Stevens Imstitute
of Technology in Hobuken, in order that we might ascertain how
the Physical Sciences are taught. In the former especially, weo
saw good points, particularly their mode of dealing with backward
pupils. The Diawing dono by the pupils was especially commend-
able. The arrangement of the Laburatories fur Chemical manipu.
lations is very complete.

In the Stevens Institute we met Professor Meyer, of the Physical
Department, who tuvk great pains to show us though his Labora,
tory and to perform sume cxperiments for us.  Similar kindness
had been shown us by Dr. Thurstun, Prufessor of Mechanical
Engineering. We also had the pleasure of sceing the pupils at
work in the workshup. Our mnext visit was paid to the City
Normal Schuol in Buston, under Dr. Duntui.. Here as elsewhere
we were unfortunate in the time of our visit. With the exception of
this school a new term has just begun in all the Normal Schools,
while here the Principal had sent out his graduating class to
teach in the Public Schuols of the city, svo that we had no oppcr-
tunity of seeing any classwork. We, Lowever, gained a good
deal of infurmation from conversativn with the Principal. We
also had an opportunity of watching the tenching done in one
class of the Primary schuol by a lady teacher of marked activity
and fertile in expedients.

At Bridgewater we found that, while cach sex has an ante-room,
the general class room was used as a waiting room, in which
Iadics and gentlemen mingled freely, while sumeo were availing
themselves of the Reference Library, which occupics vne end of
the class room. Attached to this achool is a boarding houso,
under tLe charge of the Principal, in which all students who are
not residenta of the tuwn are required to buard. Wo had the
pleasurc of dining in Hall and wituessing this peculiar feature of
Normal Schoul home and family life. In this school printed in-
structions for the guidance of the students, both in school and
boarding hall, are given to each student. Wo obtuined cupies of
these instructivns, They are an admirable codo of laws.

At Salem wo found A class of 207 ladies, and had an opportunity
of witnessing tho teaching of certain classes by several of the
Normal School Faculty. Here, as in Bridgewater, great attention
is paid to Vocal Culture, buth in counection with the exercises in
Rending and Music and to pose of body. A similar remark may
be made respecting Constitutional History. We saw a class in
Experimental Chemistry: tho work being perforined by the students
themselves, under direction of the Professor, but without any pre-
vious illustration by him. They were required to perform the ex.
Perimmt ; to observe carefully, the estential points of the observa.

tion being written on the blackboard by one of the class; and
lastly to draw the inference, the references being placed on the
blackboard, in another column, thus:—

Experiment. | Observation. | Inference.

In every study the students, in turn, occupy temporarily the place
of the teacher of their class-mates; and are subject to their
catechisms as well as those of their regular teacher. Teaching ex-
ercises of various kinds form a large and important part of the
school work. During the senior term object teaching is made a
specialty.

One very peculiar feature of this school is the teaching of
Carpentry to such Iadies as desiro to learn. We saw some very
creditable work that had been done by the young ladies. Besides
the physical exercise involved, this work makes them practically
familiar with straight lines, angles, and measurements, besides
rendering thom indopendent in their own schools if they desire to
hang a blind or repair a map.

A must noteworthy feature in connectivn with this school ir the
extremely small amount of trouble given by the heating apparatus.
There is no regular engineer : the janitor attends to the furnace
and boilers. When we were at the school at one o'clock, the jani-
tor had not visited tho boiler room since seven a.m.

Albany. — At this school we found 268 students, of whom about
200 were ladies. We had the pleasure of listening to Principal
Waterbury's Lecture on Moral Philosophy, which was of a conver-
sational character, interspersed with questions. We attended
recitations in several classes, the topical plan being used here as it
generally is in the Normal Schools. In the Physical Science Room
we listened to a topical explanation of the three kinds of lever.

Here, as in Bridgewater, free interconmunication hetween the
sexes is allowed with certain restrictions. At the beginning of the
session the Principal hands to each student a card on which is a sug-
gested distribution of the whole twenty-four houss. Each student
reports at the end of the first fivo weeks how far this suits her or
him. When decided on, each student reports every five weeks how
far he or she has observed this rule of distribution. A very curious
practice obtains here : the students aro weighed every five weeks,
with the double object of determining their p) ysical development
and of keeping up the fare at their boarding-house. We found tho
Practice Schoul under the charge of a lady teacher and her assist-
ant, who do no teaching, but simply illustrate methods to the Nor-
mal School students and criticise the work done in their presence.
Tho pupils of the Pructice School are broken up into a number of
sections of two or three, and sumetimes more. Each of these sec-
tions is in charge of a Normal School student. All the sections of
the samo class have the same work, and when the Normal School
teachers have finished the pupils are subjected 50 an oral examina-
tion by the Lady Principal and her assistant, who supploment and,
if necessary, rectify the students’ work. In tho zaftermmvon the
students have to visit tho city schools and submit to the President
their written criticisms. The students are aet to work at unco to
teach, without having any opportumty of seeing a class taught
either in the Normal or the Practice School.

Osicego.—1In this school, under Principal Shelden, we witnessed
more practical work than in all the other achools visited. We at-
tended many of tho classes, and were dehghted with what we 2aw
and heard. There is an amount of rcal downright honest work
dune in this school, which has to bo seen to bo thoroughly appre-
ciated.

We had an opportunity of listening to a special and a general
criticism, given by the Lady Principal of tho &chool of Practice,

who, besides being a teacher of Methods of Teaching Geography



