
PREFACE

T HE present volume, with the exception of theportion dealing with the earlier years of Lord
Sydenham's life, is based entirely upon first-hand
materials, many of which are still in manuscript
in the Canadian Archives. The facts for the earlier
portion of Lord Sydenham's career have been
taken mainly from the memoir of his life, drawn
from family papers compiled by his brother G.
Poulett Serope, and published in 1843. The same
volume contains a narrative of Lord Sydenham's
administration in Canada, prepared by his civil sec-
retary, Mr. W. T. C. Murdoch, and includes several
important private letters to members of his family
and to other friends, particularly Lord John Russell.
From contemporary newspapers and other periodi-
cals and pamphlets, British and Canadian, has been
derived much important information, as also from
the British and Canadian blue books of the period.
The most important sources, however, as revealing
the inner policy of the colonial office and of the
Canadian governor, are found in the private and
confidential despatches between the colonial sec-
retary, Lord John Russel, and Lord, Sydenham, as
also in the correspondence with various parties in
Canada contained in the letter-books of the Gov-
ernor and the civil secretary. The manuscript
volumes containing these papers have been lately


