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at last, the mischief reached our own farm.
It destroyed several thousand rails, and spread
over forty or fifty acres of meadow land. We
ultimately stol;ped its further progress in the
clearing, by ploughing furrows round the fire,
and a thunder-shower in the evening completed
its extinction. Fire seldom runs in the woods
on good land, and where the timber is chiefly
 deciduous, but on sandy, pine, or hemlock lands,
or where evergreens chiefly prevail.

I have seldom known very serious damage by
these fires done in Canada West, although occa-
sionally a barn or house falls a sacrifice to the
§ devouring element. Not so, however, in some
parts of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, where
extensive conflagrations often devastate the coun-
try for miles round. Of such a character was the
great fire at Miramichi, which nearly destroyed
Fredericton, and was attended not only with an
immense loss of property but with the sad loss of
many valuable lives. T will presently give in
his own forcible and feeling language the history
of a lumberer who escaped from destruction after
being for some time in imminent peril of his life.
He was one of the few persons who had the good
fortune of escaping the great conflagration in Mira-
michi, which broke out in the October after my




