i, 10 PREFACE TO THE FRENCH EDITION.

s myself to be persuaded, that without being a
learned naturalist, a skilful geographer, or a pro-
found moralist, a traveller may yet intcrest by
the faithful and succinet account of the situations

in which he has found himself, the adventures

which have happened to him, and the incidents
of which he has been a witness; that if a simple
ingenuous narrative, stripped of the merit of
science and the graces of diction, must needs be
less enjoyed by the man of letters or by the sa-
vant, it would have, in compensation, the advan-
tage of being at the level of a éreatef'hhmber of
~ readers; in fine, that the desire of' affordmg an
e entertainment to his countrymen, iccordmg to

his capacity, _and without any mixture of the

author’s vanity or of pecuniary interest, would

be a well-founded title to their indulgence.
Whether I have done well or ill in yielding to
these suggestions, which I am bound to regard
1 ‘. as those of friendship, or of good-will, it belongs

to the impartial and disinterested reader to

decide.
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MoxTREAL, 1819,
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