
1895.] LIFE AMONG THE RED MEN OF AMERICA. 485

woman. These women are the most modest, timid, and retiring people

vou ever saw. But here was one who came in with lier lhead up and

looking at us as thougl she was sizi-ng us up. ler actions were different

from the..other-women. This we learned after was because of lier posi-

--tion. She was a chieftainess. IIer father was a great chief, and lier

husband had been a great chief, and -ehen lie died she ruled ber people.

She was a clever wonan. She lived far in the interior, and she liad heard

of the paleface andis wife, who, witlh their wonlerful Book, .had corne

to live down tiere among the Saulteaux. She did not believe what she

heard, and had actually come many days' journey to find out whether

what she had heard from the hunters about the Book and the Great Spirit

was true. I found that of all the inquirers that I ever had, she was the

most insatiable in her curiosity and in ber desire to learn. She would

talk morning, noon, and night. Nor could we seem to satisfy ler curi-

osity. She stayed with us about two weeks. Before she went away,

I said to her, "N'ow, yon are going back home, and I want to say some

things to you. Christians keep one day in seven, which is God's day.

We do not attend to worldly matters on that day, but we worship God.

I want you to be a Christian in everything, so you must keep this Sabbath

day. I am going to give you this big sheet of paper to help you." 1 gave

her a big sheet of foolscap and a long pencil, and said "When you get

home begin and make six small marks j j . Those are your

days in which to hunt and fish. Attend to vour matters with the tribe,
your duties as chieftainess on these six days, and then for the seventh day

make a big mark, , and leave the gun and the rifle quiet in the wig-
wam, no hunting or fishing on that day. Work bard on Saturday to get

enough food for the Sunday. On that day think about the Great

Spirit, and pray to your loving Father, who sees you wherever you are."

When she pleaded with me to come and preach to her tribe, I said,
"Wheu the eagle moon is filling ont, listen for the ringing of. the mis-

sionàry's sledge-bells ; then I•will go and see you."

My programme of work was so great that six months passed away

before I could visit lier people. When the eagle moon came I harnessed

my dogs and^ took my guide and dog-drivers, and away we went. It

took us twelve or fourteen days to get there. We often had to travel

altogether by night on account of the dazzling rays of the sun on the snow,

which cause snow-blindness, a very painful disease. We journeyed on

amid many dangers and adventures, but at last we reached our destina-

tion. The last six miles we had to cross a frozen lake. As we dashed

out of the forest, there, on the other shore, was. lier village. Sharp eyes

were on the lookout for us. We were not more than half-way across

before they detected our coming, and had dinner prepared when we

arrived. Ookemasquasis, the chieftainess, had some frozen heads of

reindeer on the staging ready for us. These are one of the greatest deli-

cacies which the Indians can offer as food. She put some of these heads


