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it is siniply impossible to do it justice in an illustration, and the attenipt is not

made. Only those who have lived in Victoria know liow enjoyable it is simply to

exist in such a climate and amid sucli surroundings. No one wlio visits it in the

spring inwitlis tliinks die language, of Mr. Mactie extrenie in Iiis "Vancouver Island

and British Col.iiiibia." In iMarch die trees arc covered - witli tinted buds and --- ie

fields with verdure. Tlien beconie visible die star-eNed and delicately blue collinsia,

die cliaste crý-tliro.-iiiiiii, the Scarlet-blossonicd lilics, and the ý,raceful trilliuni ; the sprinID
grass and youno, fern show promise of returnimr life; die unfolditig oak leaf and bud-

dinc wild fruits proclaini tliat -%%-inter is crone. The sensations produced by die aspect

of natire, in ïMay are indescribably deliglitful. 'llie fresliness of the air, the warble

of birds, the clearness of the sky, the profusion and fragrance of Nvild roses, die -%vide-

spread variegated liues of buttercups and daisies, die islets and inlets, togetlier witli

distant snow-peaks bursting upon the view- as one ascends sonie colitiguous erninence,

combine to fill die inind with encliantnient unequalled out of Paradise." Anotlier

writer, wlio always wei,,-Iis Iiis words well, Mr. Sandford Fleniimr, in his '«En-land and

Canada," says It is not possible to live in a more favourable cliniate. Tlie -%vinter

is especially iiiild, the thernionieter seldoni falling below freczing point. The suinnier

is temperate; the rhermonieter, Falirenlieit, seldoin rises above 72', die lowest range

bein- 2-' -0' Soutlierly winds prevail for two-thirds of the year, and suminer lasts

froni -May to Septeniber. The atinospliere is sensibly affected by tlie current -%%,Iiicli

flows fron-i the southern latitudes of japan and Cliiiia. The Kuro-Siwo brings the

wariner température of tlie soutliern seas in the saine way as the Gulf Stream lias

lieiolitened the salubrity of die Britisli Islands."

It h-as been said that the weather of Vancouver Island is milder and steadier than

dia, of die south of England; the sunimer longer and liner, and the winter shorter and

less riaorous ; and this is sayimr a great deal. Tlie climate of tlils Island niust be alniost

perfection. It is its oldest inhabitant wlio should be the most free from dise'.1se.

The harbour of Victoria has a narrow entrance, is small, not v-ýýry deep, ai-id is

radier inconveniently shaped ; but as Esquinialt is iiear enough to serve as an ad-

ditional port, Victoria does not suffer. Wlien the days conie, foresliadowed in the

address of the Chinese residents to Governor Kennedy, the neck of land tliat now

separates the two liarbours niay be cut - --Us like this no charge place; see it will

grow and -.,,ro%%, hicrher to Iiiçrliest; can see a Canton will be in Victoria of tliis Pacific.1ý 1_3
The maritime enterprises will add iii) wonderfully and corne quick. China lias silks,

tea, rice, and sugar. Here is luniber, coal, minerals, and fisli-an exhaustless supply1
which no other ]and cati surpass." Esquinialt harbour is a crem ; not very large, butz:

the anchorage is excellent, and it lias all the other requisites of a first-class liarbour;

and in the Royal Roads outside, along the coast as far as Race Rocks, any number

of ships can ride safely.


