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INDEPENDENT ELEMENT
AN IMPORTANT FACTOR

Organization Grows Rapidly—Saanich Situation—Na’néimo
Conservative Candidate —Reports From
Upper Country

The Victoria Independent party,
‘which 1s being formed by a number
of prominent Liberals who have sev-
ered their connection with old asso-
ciations in order to ‘support the gov-
ernment of Premier McBride, is grow-
ing in numerical strength -daily. It
was authoritatively stated yesterday
that hundreds were expressing their
willingness to tender their support to
the new organization. To ‘use the
words of one of those responsible for
the movement, “the Liberals, dissat-
isfled with the tactics of the party led
by J. A. Macdonald, K. C., and annoyed
at the intervention of the Ottawa
‘machine,’ are falling over themselves
in the rush to join the independent
party.”

When the first meeting of the latter
association is held it will be interest-
ing, from the “standpoint of the out-
sider, to attend for the purpose of as-
certaining the sources from which its
numerical strength is being derived. It
is safe to say that one not closely in
touch with local politics would be sur-
prised at the number of Liberals—men
who heretofore have taken an active
interest in the success of that side—
who will be found participating in its
counsels. In the first place many of the
practically defunct Young Liberal club
have joined, and, secondly, many of
those belonging to the parent Liberal
association, who take exception to-’the
operations of the Ottawa ‘“machine,”
besides being inclined in favor of the
present provincial government, will -be
in attendance. Of course there are
others among the members, but its
principal strength lies in the surpris-
ing support it is receiving from among
the recaloitrant’ “Grits.” In , short
these who have appended their sig-
natures to the Independent party are,
taken collectively, a cosmopolitan
crowd; citizens of every persuasion who
believe that the premier has taken the
proper course in the. endeavor to se-
cure justice for British Columbia in
regard to Better Terms, and who, also,
think that ‘the policy inaugurated by
his government has brought about, to
a large extent, the prevailing prosper-
#y. Briefly these are their sentiments
and, on that account, they have cut
themselves adrift from restraining in-
fluences and intend voting in accord-
ance with the dictates of their con-
sciences.

Looking at the local situation from
an unbiased standpoint, there is every
reason to believe that the Independent
party, -although comparatively young,
will make. itself felt, to the disaster
of: Liberalism, in the pending elec-
tlons. As: stated, the .membership is
growing constantly; those who are
working for the organization are go-
ing about their labors with the ut-
most emthusiasm, 'and, what is more,
they are meeting with “splendid su¢-
cess.

Meén who 'still remain faithful to the
Liberal party, although inwardly dis-
couraged, have beéen heard to assert
that the ‘“bolters,” -as those who have
emphatically ' protested | against the
strategy of the “machine” have been
termed,, are. not. sufficiently strong to
do any harm. Their appearance an
the streets, the tone of their conver-

‘sation, is enough to prove the insin-

cerity of these statements.  When it
was first - announced that many of the
young Liberals were so dissatisfied that
they would not again join the ranks
it created a visible droop in the
spirits of prominent Liberals because

they, in common with all others, real- |-

ized that that organization ‘had been

rincipally responsible for past victor-
es. - But when ‘they heard that the
so-called “bolters” were . united, under
the motto “Better Terms for British
Columbia” and ‘in support of the Mc-
Bride government, what hopes re-
mained ~were dashed. Some still
thought that the visit of W. W. B. Mc-
Innes might sound the note which
would arouse the waning courage of
the Liberals. .As was pointed out
yesterday that Mr. McInnes’ visit to
Victoria was a distinet failure. 'The
Liberals in Victoria, therefore, have
nothing to rely upon but their own un-
aided endeavors. Discouraged and dis-
organized, they acknowledge ' them-
selves that they go into the fight with
little hope of success.

CARE OF FINANCES

Has Allowed
axes }

The Government’s Polic
Reduction of

Considerable criticism has been
mnimed -at the financial policy of the
present government - by opposition
speakers and press.. DPiscussing this
yesterday Hon. .R. G. Tatlow, minister
of finance, emphasized what he has
stated in several recent addresses. He
pointed out that it must be generally
acknowledged that a loan was:neces-
sary when Premier McBride took con-
trol because of the deplorable condi-
tions then prevailing. But the im-
provement since that time had been so
marked, - prosperity was so general,
that it was possible to reduce the tax-
ation. A year ago, or thersabouts, the
personal property tax was cut from

 av oo ane to two-thirds-of one per cent, and

it. was the intertion to make a simi-
Jar reduction in the real property tax.
Other” changes in the Assessment Act
were contemplated by the government.

CHEERFULLY CONFIDENT

Conservatives Work With Spirit That
Commands Success

“We are rapidly getting into proper
shape- for the campaign,” remarked
Thos. . Cashmore, secretary of the Lib-
eral-Conservative association, yesterday.
If the activity of those occupying the
committee rooms of the organization,
which are located above the Army and
Navy cigar store, can be accepted as a
criterion of the progress being made,
there is ‘no doubt as to the correctness
of Mr. Cashmore’s statement.

The - organization work is being un-
dertaken, not by a few of the principal
supporters of the Liberal-Conservative
association, but by every ‘individual in-
terested in the return of the four candi-
dates—Premier MeBride, H. B. Thom-
son, Alderman F. Davey and H. F. W.
Behnsen. All are enthusiastic and con-
fident. They look forward to success,
and are determined that as far as each
personaly is concerned no stone shall
be left unturned in the'effort to pile up
a handsome majority.

Several committee meetings have al-
ready been held, although the conven-
tion which placed the quartette men-
tioned in the field took place only a
few days ago. At these gatherings all
the preliminaries were completed. The
oity has been divided into wards, and in
charge of each is a small body of active
and enterprising canvassers, who will
make it their duty to give every voter a
clear understanding of the issues at

stake in the forthcoming election. Thus
the work will be conducted in a.thor-
oughly systematic manner, which fact
may be taken as an assurance that the
Liberal-Conservative ticket will geceive
the *hearty .endorsement of the elector-
ate.

Members of the association, as stat-
ed, are so unanimous in the opinion that
the Premier and his colleagues: should
be upheld that all are “taking off their
coats,’”” figuratively speaking, prepar-
atory to engaging in the struggle. They
are working for' both the local Liberai-
Conservative " candidates and those put
up as the standard-beares of the party
in outlying districts, and are confident
of the outcome in all cases.

TIDE OF PROSPERITY
Increase in - Mineral Production a
Good Index
One of the most conclusive proofs of
the prosperity of the country was con-
tained in'a statement from W. F. -Rob-
ertson, the provincial mineralogist, pub-
lished in these columns several days
ago. He said that British Columbia
had produced 13 per cent more mineral
in 1906 than in 1905. Supplementing
this, he gave statistics showing that tie
revenue derived from that source this
year was almost $4,000,000 in excess of
the income for 1905. These gratifying
figures were quoted recently by Hon.
R. G. Matlow as an illustration of the
improvement in general -conditions dur-
ing the last fey years” Not only is'the
advance, taken as such, an indication,
but it is accepted as a demonstration of
the fact that outside capitalists - are
gaining confidence in the. stability of
the government of the province and its
future prosperity.  While formerly those
having money to invest hesitated to
come to the West, now they are eager
to obtain an opportunity to assist in
the exploitation of some of British- Col-
umbia’s riech and varied mnatural re-
sources.

SAANICH SITUATION

Odds - Over. Result of.
Convention

Liberals "at

The Liberals of Saanich have nomin-
ated John Piercy as -their standard-
bearer in the forthcoming election. Their
former representative, H. Tanner, .-was
unable to stand ‘against the numeriecal
strength of the former’s supporters, and
is reported to have accepted his:defeat
gracefully.

It is stated on reliable authority that
the substitution of Mr, Piercy for Mr.
Tanner has created - serious - dissension
among the Liberals of that district. The
general opinion appears to be that it is
but . another indiegtion. of the growing
power and influence of the -Ottawa ‘ma-
chine.” 1If the reports which are-con-
stantly being received may ‘be relied
upon, the dissension among the adher-
enits of the two-aspirants for the candi-
dacy is of. an exceedingly: bitter char-
acter—almost as much so as it is- be-
tween the loeal dissenting factions of
the Liberal assoeiation. = This informa-
tion is corroborated by a ‘well known
Sanich Liberal, who yesterday volun-
teered the prophecy ‘that Mr. Piercy
would be’ badly -beaten because he was
“one.of the largest cogs in the wheel of
the Ottawa ‘machine.”” :

Whether ot not the Liberals:of Saan-
ich are-disorganized owing to the rival-
rg for the nomination, D." M. Ebefts,
K. C., the Liberal-Conservative candi-
date, is ready for the ‘fray. He has
been' out for some weeks, and has no
doubt of the result of the election as
far as his constituency is concerned.
“The outlook was never brighter,” he
remarked in conversation with a: Colon-
ist representative. He added that his
supporters were busy canvassing, and he
was engaged in similar work., His or-
ganization was as thorough as possible,
and he believed that success was_gs-
sured.

Mpr. Eberts is not only confident that
he wilk be returned, but he is convinced
that Premier McBride will be accorded
the endorsement of the whole country.
He points out that the people are satis-
fied, that they are prosperous, and do
not wish a change in the government at
the .present juncture. Also they realize
that the wise administration of the past
three years has had considerable to do
with bringing about the era of prosper-
ity now being enjoyed by British Col-
umbia.

NANAIMO CANDIDATE

Dr. R. F.'B. O’'Brien Nominated by the
Conservatives

Nanaimo, Jan. 10.—(Special)—At .a
rousing Conservative gatheéring tonight,
Dr. R. F. B. O’Brien, one of the most
popular and highly respected men in
the city, was unanimously A nominated
as the standard bearer of the party in
the provincial election contest. Edward
F. Quennell, who presided, announced
that he had tendered his resignation'as
returning officer, and that W. If. Nor-
ris had been appointed in his. stead.
Committee rooms will be . opened on
Saturday, and the fight entered upon
with *interest and enthusitsmu.

MANY NAMES ADDED

It is interesting to note that .there
has been an increase_ in the number of
local names included in the provincial
voters’ list of 570. The comparative
figures follow: 1903, 4496; 1907, 5066.

GREENWOOD CONSERVATIVES

Greenwood, Jan. 10.—The first meet-
ing of the campaign was held here last
night in the Socialist interest. Mr.
Dynes’ platform: appears to be based
on an antipathy to pork and P, Burns
& Co. Mr. Naden, Liberal, and Mr.
‘Warren, Conservative, also spoke. The
former was successful in antagonizing
the audience and the latter in pleasing
them. The meeting was about evenly
divided between Conservatives and So-
cialists. Mr. Warren will carry the
riding by a fair majority. £

NELSON NOT DOUBTFUL-

RS :

“Phe first rally of the campaign was
held in.the Conservative = committee
rooms Saturday night, and the num-
bers present and the enthusiasm dis-
played are a-sure indication of victory
for John A. Kirkpatrick on. the 2nd
of February,” says the Nelson Cana-
dian. ¢ ; .

“The seats in the big committee
room were all filled, and’ until a late
hour all the standing room was taken
up. - Never before in the history of the
Conservative party in Nelson have the
first stages of a campaign been marked

by anything like the ;m.husiasm and
the determination to win that® have
been evoked by .the candidature. of
Mr. Kirkpatrick 'in'the present cam-
paign.

“}or this spirit among the Conser-
vatives there are two obvipus explana-
tiens: - The personal popularity of the
candidate and the general indignation
felt at the persistent campaign of
slander and abuse prosecuted by the
Liberal press -of the provinee, for
which the. opposition leader’s beélated
apolggy will not be accepted as atone-
ment.”

FINING A RAILWAY

‘Winnipeg, Jan. 10.—For neglect. to
take out a malil car from Edmonton on
Tuesday morning’s train, the Canadian
Northern, it is rumored, will be asked
by the Dominion post office department
to pay a fine of $500.

VOTE ON LOCAL OPTION

Toronto, Jan. 10.—Returns from - 94
municipalities in Ontario show that in
47 of these the 1local option - by-law
carried, and in-a like number the by-
law' was defeated. In seven cases
repeal contests’'were carried.

ONTARIO IRON DEPOSITS

Montreal, Jan. 10.—Messrs. Macken-
zie & Mann are backing a syndicate
for the development of great iron de-
posits discovered around Wahnapitae
by Father Paradis. A town has been
mapped out, with furnaces and smeit-
ers. _As soon' as the railway reaches
the place a town of 10,000 people will
spring up. gk

0L0 EARTH DISTURBED
N MY LOCALITS

Earthquake Shocks and Volcanic
Activity at Far Distant
Points

Honolulu, ‘Jan. 10.—The crater on
the summit of the volcano of Mauna
Loa broke out last midnight. = The
eruption forms a magnificent spectacle
which is visible for 100 miles at sea.

Stockholm, Sweden, Jan. 10.—Three
distinct and sharp earthquake shocks

were felt at several- points in Sweden
this morning. The rocking of houses
at Arvika, Mellerud and  Stromstad
caused the hasty exit of ‘the alarmed
inhabitants.

Christiania, Norway, Jan. 10.—Two
severe shocks of earthquake were felt
here this morning at 1:30, accompanied
by rumblings like -thunder. ‘Telegrams
received here show that shocks were
felt at other towns in Norway. The
disturbances caused considérable alarm
but no damage is reported.

“Yekaterinasburg, - Russia, Jan. 10.—
Two earthquakes were felt here early
this morning.

Williamsport, ‘Pa., Jan.-10.—A series
of shocks, evidently earthquakes, were
felt inthis section from 4:45 to 5:30
this morning. Buildings shook so that
the ‘families were awakened, and the
runibling sounds were - heard:over an
area of about 20 miles. A

Baltimore, Md., Jan. 10.—HEarthquake
shocks *were felt at several peints in
Baltimore county, nerth:of here, about
5:45 o’clock this morning. The shocks,
which wére slight;- were also  distant,
and lasted about ‘15 seconds.

TIRED OF LIFE

Montreal, Jan. ' 10.—Mathias Wall-
ocks, ‘an Englishman- employed at the
Canadian -Pacific Angus  shops, com-
Initted - suicide by eutting his throat
with a razor while preparing to;go to
his work this morning. He was 62
years of age, sober and industrious.

A COSTLY ELECTION

Port Arthur, Ont, Jan. 10.—W. A.
Preston was declared- elected for the
district of Port ‘Arthur - and Rainy
River last night “by Justices Teetzel
and Anglin, by a majority of 15. The
fight has been on in the courts for two
years, and the expenses have ‘totaled
up close to $15,000. There have been
recounts, three trials and four gppeals.
Each of Preston’s majority votes will
cost from $200 to $300. The justices
will make their report to the speaker
of the house, and Preston will take his
seat as rerie<entative at the X\ext ses-
sion. ;

HOUSE STRUGGLES WITH
TARIFF SCHEDULES

Dumping Clause EXténded—Cost
of Useless Rainmaking
Experiment

Ottawa, Jan. 10.—The House today
disposed of twelve out of 733 items in
the schedules. The dumping clause was
made applicable to free goods as well
as dutiable, while binder twine was es-
pecially exempted from operation of the
clause. Hon. Mr, Fielding intimated
that no more tariff deputations could
be heard. .

G. F. Shepley, the eminent Toronto
lawyer, is, going west for the railw:ay
commission to investigate the operation
of telephone and express companies.

The last report of Commissioner Mc-
Innes of Yukon was presemed to parlia-
ment today. It recites, among other
things, .the story of Hatfield’s rainmak-
ing experiments, and states that the
government of the territory ‘paid Hat-
field a sum of $1,153 in full settlement
of his claim, after he had failed to make

good.

SPELLING REFORM

New York, -Jan. 10.—The fact that
President Roosevelt has accepted mem-
bership -on the simplified spe]lmg.board.
whose list of simplified “spelling he
adopted last sumimer, was announced
today. The board -also called atten-
tion to fhe-fact that the President con-
tinues to use the simplified spelling as
an earnest of his advocacy of the prin-
ciple of reform.

MORAL REFaRM MISSION

Toronto, Jan. 10.—Rev. S. D. Chown,
D.D., will leave for British Columbia on
Monday next. He will hold conferences
with the united moral reform forces of
British “Columbia, Alberta, Saskatche-
wan and Manitoba. ~His trip will re-

quire ‘about six weeks. "

 or. to deprive the,McBride adminisira-

AEYE ,
WELCONE T0 THE
" PREMIER

Crowd of Electors . Listen to
Speeches at the City on
the Columbia -

THOS. TAYLOR'S ABLE ADDRESS

Hon. Mr., Mcéri'de Receives Cheering
News From All Points—Co-
lumbia to Be Redeemed

Revelstoke, Jan. 10.—Premier Mc-
Bride and W. J. Bowser, K. C., 4vho
arrived from  Golden. at noon today,
were given a . .reusing reception by
hundreds of electors who assembled in
the opera house tonight to hear the
discussion of <the political issues of
the day. There was the. same disap-
pointment .as  at. Field and Golden,
where the opposition oraters failed .to
appear on the platform -and take part
in the debate. The chair was occu-
pied by Charles Nolton, president of
the local Conservative Association;
Thomas Taylor, the government can-
didate, and W. 'W. Lefeaux, the So-
cialist nominee, were on the platform
with the premier and Mr. Bowser.

The Candidate’s' Speech .

Mr. Taylor made what was regarded
by his supporters as one of the best
speeches of his political career. He
was listened to with ‘the closest atten-
tion, and that his appeal to the elec-
tors was effective was shown in the
fact that the applause, which was gen-
erous, was also unanimous. On’ ac-
count of the presence of the Premier
and’' Mr. Bowser, who were in Revel-
stoke for the purpose of giving a full
review of the record of the -government
and an outline of its future policy; he
said he would be brief, referring only
to loeal matters. Premier McBride, he
said, had the interest .of the whole
province, his native provinece, at heart,
and once a year he vjsited every part
of it.  Mr. Taylor. had traveled with
the premier and was, satisfied that the
importance of Revelstoke and its needs
were fully appreciated and would al-
ways be given full consideration by
him. The day of provincial bankruptcy
of industrial uncertainty, was, 'thanks
to the present administration, of the
past, and he had the assurance of the
premier that a necessary local work,
the repairs to the river bank, would
be undertaken in the course of a few
days.. Modern transportation into the
timber areas of the North and better
communication with' the rich mineral
section to the south would be of gréat
benefit to Revelstoke and these works
would be given the earliest considera-
tion of the government.

The Government’s Work

Mr. Taylor advised his audience that
a spellbinder from:the Yukon and his
associates would soen he in the.. con-
stituency, and that they would endeay- |

tion of all credit, for the present ptos-
perity of .the proyvince, But all the
people of Revelstoke had to do to sat-
isfy themselves on this point was to
look back to the legislation of 1905,
which granted security of title te own-
ers of timber lands. Previous to that
time-this industry was just about at a
standstill, but immediately after the
new law was passed capital came into
the country, development of the re-
sources of the province became active,
and men with money behind them were
no longer a . scarcity. The govern-
ment's policy of non-interference with
the mining laws had ‘also given conﬁ-,
dence to capitalists who were inter- |
ested in the mineral resources of Brit-
ish Columbia. In conclusion Mr. Tay-
lor said that on-its record the McBride
government had earned the right to the
support of every citizen of British Co-
lumbia. He was proud to be for a sec-
ond time a _ Conservative candidate,
prouder on this than on  the previous
occasion, because when he first came
out in support of Premier MeBride
there was no record in existence, but
now- there was a record, and for hon-
esty, ability and progressiveness it was
much more creditable' than any other
in-the history of the province.

Mr. Taylor was ' followed by Mr.
Lefeaux, who said he had no sympathy,
with either political party. The so-
cialists did not expect to gain power
in the present campaign, but they ex-
pected a: growth of socialism in Brit-
ish Columbia.

Premier McBride and Mr. Bowser
dealt exhaustively with the record of
the‘ government. The premier fully ex-
plained and defended the School act.

Mr. Bowser made a strong arraign-
ment of the opposition on its scandal
tactics. The meeting came to a close
with rousing cheers for the King and
the speakers.

Premier McBride and party left at
mxdn}ght for Arrowhead, where a
meeting will be held at 9 o’clock to-

SOKE JONS N

INSURANCE PROSECUTION
New York, Jan. 16.—More arrests
may be made in the investigation of the
affairs of the New York Life Insurance
.company, according to an announce-
ment  today by Distriet - Attor-
ney Jerome. The announcement
was ~made while the district attor-
ney was opposing an apthatxon of
counsel ‘for George- W. Perkins, now un-
der indictment’in the New York Life
case, for an inspection of the entire ngin-
utes :of the December grand jury. Mr.
Jerome said that it would be in defiance
of public policy to grant such a request,
because  persons are mentioned in the
evidence who have not yet been arrest-
ed, but who ‘may ‘be at some future
time. -No decision was reached in the
matter today.

A REMINDER OF 1837

Quebec, Jan. 10.—The death is an-
nounced at Nicolet of Henry A: Chillas,
aged 94 years. There was a small
English colony at Nicolet during the
stormy times of 1837, and their posi-
tion was naturally uncomfortable, but
it was due to the good advice given
by Mr. Chillas to-the governor-general
that the rebellion in that part of the
province was not more serious. His
advice, for which -he was afterwards
warmly thanked by His Excellenc_y,
was that instead of forming militia
companies: the governor should leave
the peoplé to be’ handled -by - their
clergy. This: wds acfed upon, .with
the best of-results for peace-and tran-
quility.

ANCOUVERS ELECTION
OF MUMCIPAL RULERS

Mr. Bethune Chosen Mayor—
The Aldermen and ‘School
Trustees Elected

Vancouver, Jan. 10.—Ald. A. Beth-
une was elected mayor today over TS
¥. McGuigan, ex-city clerk, D9 about
€00 majority.

Aldermen were elected as follows:
Ward .1, Ramsay and Hepburn; ward
2, Ald. Stewart and G. B. Campbell;
ward 3, Ald. Heaps and. Cavanagh;
ward 4, Capt. McSpadden, (ex-build-
ing inspector), and Ald. McDonald;
ward 5, R. Mills and Dr. Brydone-Jack;
ward 6, Bird and Calland. :

Licence commissioners—Hunt and
Edgett.

School board—Duke, R. P. McLennan
and J. J. Dougan.

The plebiscite decided against the
admission of street cars to the park.

All the money bylaws were carried
with the. - exception of that for im-
provements at English Bay. These
were:

equipment of fire halls; a bylaw to
raise $25,000 for the purchase of school
sites, and also to raise $20,000 for the
purpose of erecting school board of-
fices and store rooms for school pur-
poses; a bylaw .to raise $10,000 for the
_purchase of land for.a public park in
Fairview. '

TAX ON CERTIFIGATES
FOR SEALSKIN CONTS

Payment of Two Dollars for Papers
No Longer to be Demanded
by U. S. Customs

The charge of two dollars levied by
the United States government as a
consular fee for certificates necessary
to women visiting Seattle or other
points across -the boundary line with
sealskins in .their possession, unless
they ran the risk of having the sacques
conﬁscated;' has been abolished. Here-
after the woman with a sealkin coat
will ‘be able to get the necessary cer-
tificate showing the origin of the pelts
with which it was made without cost
on application to the local consul.

The fee has been one concerning
which there has been a great deal of
complaint on the part of women trav-
eling beyond the confines of the Do-
minion to the south of the 49th paral-
lel. It was abolished from the com-
mencement of the present year.

The enforcement of the issuance of
certificates by the consul to prove owns
ership of the sealskin garments is part
of the United States’ action; with re-
gard to restricting pe]agic‘l sealing:
Skins taken by the Canadiah or Jap-
anese pelagic sealers—in fact, any oth-
er pelts than those taken by the les-

morrow morning.’ They will arrive in‘ces of the rookeries of the Pribyloffs

Nelson in time to attend a grand Con-
servative rally in the evening.
Victory Assured

Before his . departure this morning,
shortly after midnight, for the south.
eastern constituencies, Premier McBride
said that through the lower Mainland
and all aleng the trunk line of the (.
P. R. from Vancouver to the eastern
bo_undary.of the province, he had re-
ceived evidences that the Conservative
candidates were almost to a man as-
sured of victory on Feb. 2. It was not
only the gize “and enthusiasm of the
meetings he had attended, but reports
of party workers and assurances of sup-
port from many prominent Liberals that
bad convinced him. In Columbia, where
the Liberals in®the past have had things
very -much their own way, no Diberal
candidate had yet been nominated, and
no fight was being put up against the
government nominee, H. G. Parsons.
In Revelstoke it was quite clear that
neither the Socialist nor the Liberal
cnndiglate had any prospect of success,
and it was questionable if they took
their candidatures seriously. The Prem-
ier said he had only one cause for dis-
appointment on his tour, and thiat was
in the- failure of men of the opposition
to accept invitations to joint debate. He
was confident that on his return from
the south he would have evem more -en-
couragement to give his supporters than
he had today.

DENOUNCED BY LABOR MEN

Brandon, Man., Jan. 10.—At a meet-
ing of the Trades and Labor Council ‘of
this city held on Tuesday night, a reso-
lutioy was unanimously passed denounc-
ing the bill now" before the Dominion
parliament whereby officers of inter-
national unions will be liable to convic-
tion for interfering in Canadian uniou
affairs in time of trouble.

nd Copper islands cannot be brought
into the United States for sale, and
all those pelts arg sold in London and
made up into sealskin sacques in Eng-
land or Europe. The sealskin coats
made from the skins taken at sea may
not be brought into the United States
without payment of heavy duties, and

Nevery garment of the kind manufac-

tured in the United States is num-
bered and registered, and the owner
has to procure a certificate if she de-
sires to travel bevond the country in
order to be permitted to bring the gar-
ment back again from the foreign soil.
So with’ those of women going from
Victoria; it is necessary to have a cer-
tificate with each sealskin habiliment
to prove the origin of the pelts with
which it is made and to prevent trou-
ble because of the regulations at the
border line.

ETNA TAKES A TURN

Catania Sicily, Jan. 10.—Mount Etna is
evidencing signs of -activity. Ashes and
flames - are emerging from the top of the
voleano, which is covered with snow, and
the people of Catania are showing consid-
erable apprehension. The spectacle is mag-
nificent.  The men attached to the Mount
Etna- observatory, located at an elevation
of 9,000 feet, are at a. point 3,000 feet be-
low the observatory, held by the snow.

e O

OF INTEREST TO MOTHERS.

There is one subject which always in-
terests the mothers of young childrea,
and that is how to treat their coughs
and colds, or to ward ‘off a threatened
attack of croup. For this purpose we
can recommend Chamberlain’s Cough
Remedy. It always proves beneficial. In
cases of croup it should be given as soon
as the croupy cough appears so as to
prevent the attack. Keep it at hand
ready for instant use. Many mothers
do so and it saves them much uneasi-

ness. For sale by all druggists.

A’ bylaw to raise $34,500 for|
the purchase of additional fire protec- |
tion apparatus and the election and|

MANLY SPEECH MADE

- BY A

MANLY MAN

T. W. Paterson Tells the Electors of Oaklands District of
the Sort of Civic Administration They May
Expect if He is Elected Mayor

A small - but enthusiastic audience { act are very subtle, and so that n

greeted T. W. Paterson at Oaklands

ure hall - yesterday evening. Mr.
Paterson delivered a spirited address in
which he promised, if élected to deal
out *“even handed, British “justice to
all,” and he also )ndignantly refuted
the stories'and statements which are
bel_ng used against him in his c¢am-
paign. Mayor Morley was present, and
spoke shortly, spending considerable
time in telling his hearers what a mis-
used man he was. Later in the meet-
ing ‘His Worship- fell foul of Ald.
Stewart over the water question,.and
an exciting debate ensued. Addresses
‘were also delivered by Richard Hall,
Ald. Fullerton, A. B. McNeill and ex-
Ald. Grahame. :
Richard Hall

Watson Clarke was voted  to ' the
chair and called upon Richard Hall,
who called upon those present to ex-
ercise common sense’ and due judg-
ment- in casting their ballots for the
mayoralty. Mr. Paterson, ‘said- Mr.
Hall, was a man who would deal with
questions of public interest with firm
and decided manner. A man who
}vould take hold of the large issues
in such a way, was a man needed by
the city at this time when Victoria is
entering upon a critical time in its his-
tory.  Touching on' the water guestion
Mr. Hall stated that Mr. Paterson could
be relied upon to deal with the mat-
ter in such a way as to get for the
city the best returns for-all expendi-
ture. Mr. Paterson could also be
trusted to deal with the civil service
of the city in a fair manner. The day
laborer too, Mr. Hall stated, he was
sure would get due, consideration at
Mr. Paterson’s hands. “Otherwise I
would not support him.”

T. W. Paterson

Mr. Paterson opened his speech by
stating that until recently he had not
expected to be called upon to be a can-
didate for the mayoralty. On account
of the tactics of his opponents he was
vbliged to take the defensive in his
campaign. Influences had been brought
to bear against him which were un-
fair, and allegations had been made
which were untrue., A paper had re-
cently been published in which togeth-
er with many similar statements He
had been called the “Greatest Slave
Driver of them all,” and “the $1.50 .a
day man.” Working men had always
received fair treatment at his hands.
"The minimum rate of wages of the
men in his employ had been the aver-
age rate in the-country in which they
worked. He had never attempted to
make money out of his men outside
their working hours, a thing -which
could not be said-of most contractors.
The wage$ of his men had never been
held back, as is the almost envariable
rule on most public works. Time
checks were never discounted. As for
the stores, these were run for the ben-
efit of the men and not for gain. The
same was the case with the board. “If
that’s the work of a slave driver, then
I must admit that I have been for many
years a slave driver. All ‘the same I
defy any man to show workmen who
are better treated by their employers,
than the men who have been employed
on my work. Moreover I venture to
say that all men who have’'been em-
ployed on my works will vote for me.”

Unfounded Accusations

Mr. Paterson spoke bitterly of cer-
tain statements which had been used
in an attempt to turn the ladies of
Victoria from his support—to the ef-
fect that he was “always to be «found
in a saloon.” “A quart bottle,” said
Mr. Paterson, “will hold all the whis-
key I have drunk in my life.”

Regarding the moral question Mr.
Paterson stated that if elected he
would look carefully to the moral good
of the city. All the same, Mr. Pater-
son pointed out that the liquor. deal-
ers had certain rights, just the same
as other men, and these rights would
have to be observed. Victoria was an
orderly city and those who said it was
not were doing the city an injustice.
Mr. Paterson emphatically denied that
he would, if elected, allow gambling.
“I am as much against it as any mayor
the city has ever had,” said he.

The Water Question

Regarding the water question Mr.’

Paterson stated that in his opinion the
Elk lake water system was a valuable
asset, and careful records should be
secured of its capabilities. It might be
a good thing to buy out the Esquimalt
water works system but if this was
necessary the worst thing the citizens
could do was to advertise the fact that
the present system was defeetive. The
water supply of the Highlanids district
was something of an unknown quan-
tity. Had the couneil worked amica-
bhly they might have had, by this time,
full information on the matter.
citizens had not had full information
on the proposal submitted to-them. If
eclected, he would sece that careful sur-
veys were made of the Elk lake water
shed, as even if this were to be aban-
doned the city would have to use it for
two years to come at any rate.

The Songhees Reserve

Regarding the Songhees reserve; Mr.
Paterson stated that it was necessary
to get all information upon the matter,
as special legislation might have to be
undertaken by the Dominion House to
evict the Indians. It was difficult to
make the federal members see the mat-
ter as Vietoria saw it. In his opinion,
a low wvaluation of the land would be
$2,000 an acre. Considering what the
value of taxation would be from the
land, the «city could establish a very
good claim to a large part”of the re-
serve.

“If the people of Victoria see fit to
elect me as mayor for the coming year,”
concluded Mr. Paterson, “I shall con-
sider myself as only one of the board
of aldermen, and not as dictator. I will
devote my time and experience to the
duties of my office, and give due ef-
fect to the decisions of the aldermen
you may choose at the coming election.”

Mr. Paterson was _ enthusiastically
cheered on leaving the floor.

The Mayor Cornered

Mayor Morley was next called upon,
and delivered a characteristic address
—the sort which entertained those who
used to gather at the -meetings of the
Voters’ league and the Chamber of
Commerce—both now defunct. As the
Mayor started to leave the platform,
he was stopped by Mr. Paterson, who
wanted to know why the council had
not thoroughly investigated the Munini-
pal Elections Act when passed, and not
when the court of revision was in ses-
sion? In this way all the trouble would
have been spared. To this His. Worship
stated that the council had left the mat-
ter to the care of the city solicitor, and
had not troubled to have it construed
when first passed. ‘The clauses of the

v

The |

dinary person can construe them. |
lieve they are often made that wa,
purpose,” stated His Worship, an
| Jaughter.
| “All the more reason why you sh¢
!have carefully examined the clauses .
the act,” retorted Mr. Paterson.

A Little Diversion

Ald. Stewart was the next mar
ed upon to speak. Ald. Stewart
lenged the Mayor regarding cc
statements made by His Worship
garding Ald. Stewart’s actions wher
a previous council. His Worship
stated that Ald. Stewart, together «
Ald. Hanna and Ald. Oddy, had bl
ed the settlement of the Songhees
serve question, when a plan had
suggested by the Mayor.

Ald. Stewart and the Mayor spe:
lively five minutes saying ‘““You
and “I didn’t!” to each other, and jr..
vided all sorts of merriment for the au-
ience.

Ald. Stewart claimed that owin

that which it had on the first occasion,

Ald. Stewart spoke at some length oy
the water question, He claimed tha
| if the city had, as the Mayor sugges
{ed, expropriated Goldstream, it woul4
{ have cost $1,300,000. He rouser
| Mayor’s ire by stating that at a me»
ling the Mayor had confessed that Ii»
“knew nothing about the matter,” ani
for five minutes more the Mayor an!
Ald. Stewart hurled epithets at each
other., Meanwhile the audience cheer
ed first one and then the other speaker
threw in sundry interpolations !
laughed indiscriminately. Ald. Stewar:
wound up by exhorting his hearers !
vote for Mr. Paterson.

Other Speakers

A, 'B. McNeil,”as a candidate for the
school board, next delivered a brief al
dress. Ald. Fullerton also spoke brief
ly, and ex-Ald. Grahame, a candidatw
for the council of 1907, reproved the
Mayor. for endeavoring to drag part
politics into municipal affairs. Mr
Grahame dealt briefly with the Song
hees reserve, which-he stated would re-
quire a good deal more settling than tle
Mayor appeared to think. Mr. Grahame
concluded by exhorting his hearers
vote for Mr, Paterson.

The meeting closed with a vote of
thanks to the chairman.

CLEMENCY FOR EIONA

Port Arthur, Jan. 10.—The cabinet
has - commuted the sentemce of Mike
Wiona, the Port Arthur murderer,
life imprisonment. Eiona was to have
been hanged -for shooting ancther Ital-
ian.

MACRI MUST HANG

Winnipeg, Jan. 10.—Salvatore Macri,
the Italian, who was sentenced to deatl
for the murder of John Roumanelli on
Yoing -strest last April: will behange
.on Tuesday morning next at 9;9'clock
in the provincial jail. ‘The scaffold is
ready, and only requires to be put in
position. ' The condemned man lies in
his cell sick, and in great anguish of
mind. All hope has left him and h
is gradually sinking. He is hopeful
that clemency would be granted in his
case, but has now given up hope. He
has not been informed of the gover
ment’s mandate that the law
take its course. Sheriff Inkster has
six applicants for the position of hang-
.man.

FEAR BRITISH INFLUENCE

Berlin, Jan. 10.—The Lokal Anzeiger re
cently sentya special correspondent to Ser
via to 111\'éstlgate the recurrence of 1o
ports that a revolution is being orgahizcd
azainst Peter and his family. The corr
spondent telegraphed today that Premler
Pasics attributes the persistent endeavors
to convince the British public that a revo
lution is about to break out in Servia 1
the intrigue of the government of anoths
country, meaning Austria. The despat
adds that Austria fears that the proje
| large- investments of British capital in
| Balkan Traunsversal railway and in va
lous industrial enterprises in the Balkan
!would give Great Britain a predominant
| infloence in . Servia.

PUSEEESESNE ; Y — T
LIFE A RAREBIT DREAM

New York, Jan. 10.—With a note 1:-
ing nearby, in which he had writte
that life is “a rarebit dream,” the bod
of Albert A. Chittenden, an artist
some note, was found in his luxurious-
ly furnished apartments on West Nint!,
street today. Chittenden committe
suicide by inhaling gas, after car
preparation, and had been dcad &!
least three days. :

Pinned on his waistcoat was the 1ol
lowing note: “Life is a rarebit dream
Ha! Ha! such a funny dream! I3
enough, I am ready to awake to some-
thing less ridiculous.”

The suicide left a letter addresscd
C. E. Knaublauch, of lower B
way, who says that it was cvident
| the message of a man crippled mei-
tally and physieally. The letter I
said to be a rambling comment ¢
certain Wall street transactions.

LOAL ENTERPRISE

Lethbridge, Jan. 10.—At a mectine
of the directors of the Diamond (™
company in Calgary tomorrow nic
estimates and reports will be present
calling for an expenditure of neca
$300,000 in development of the ¢
pany’s property at Diamond City,
miles from Lethbridge. The cont
plated development will be complet
in about eighteen months, and will
clude the installation of a plant sul
cient to raise 1,000 tons of coal per du
and a spur to the projected C. I. I
branch in that vicinity.

PONCE SURELY LOST

Hope for Porto Rico Steamer Almos!
Given Up

New York, Jan. 10.—The steam-
Ponce, of the New York & Porio R
Steamship compauy, which sailed tro
Ponce, Porto Rico, on Dec. 26, and v
due at this port on Jan. 1, is still mis
ing. The belief that her delay is d
to some niechanical accident is g
ly giving way to the fear that she
lost. She was last spoken on Dec. -
by the sailing ship Sbenandoah. =i
which time nothing has been =cen
heard of her, notwithstanding all
circumstantial rumors at different plac
on. the Atlantic coast from I'hor
north-

A message received today from
ernor Beckman Winthrop of Do
Rico, Isays a dismasted derelict hns
been sighted 40 miles from the
where the Ponce was scen by the Shen
andoah on Dec. 28,
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