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Tbe Bible teaches ns to do good to all as ws And oppor
tunity—to lore our enemies—to treat with kindness those 
who deepitefully persecute us. How does your Church 
obey these injunctions of Christ the Lord ! Let your In
quisitions, your auto da fe's% yonr Bartholomew’s day,

KIRWAN'S LETTERS TO BISHOP 
HUGHES.

Tho effects of Papery °* £•*«**. Knowledge, Happiness, 
true Religion.

My dear Sir,— In my last letter Ï submitted to your 
decision the question whether or not the Roman Catholic 
ie a church of Christ, after briefly stating to you how 
some things bearing on its truthful decision strike me.
1 design the present letter to have no very remote bearing 
upog tee same question, and would aek you to give It the 
degree of consideration to whieb, in candor, you may 
deem its statements entitled.

In reading the prophecies of the Old Testament, I find 
that they all epee* with the most glowing anticipations 
of the yet future kingdom of Messiah. That kingdom 
was to produce the civil, moral, and spiritual renovation 
of the world. When I turn over to the New Testament,
I find that, on the birth of Messiah, the angel of the 
Lord stated to the shepherds that he came to bring them 
good tidings of great joy which should be to all people. 
And haring announced the birth of the Savior in the eity 
of David, he was suddenly joined by a multitude of 
angels, singing 41 Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth pea*, good-will toward men.” The Old Testament 
and the New—patriarehe, prophets, and apostles, all 
unite in teaching us that the effect of Christianity upon 
oar world would be to restore it te its primeval state, 
and to reinstamp upon the heart of man the lost image of 
bis Creator Now, how far has popery fulfilled these pre
dictions, and the reasonable expectations of the faithful 
founded on them ? In other words, what are the frnite of 
popery ! Oar Savior telle us that a good tree yields 
good fruit—a bad tree, bad fruit. And with this test in 
view, my object in the present letter ie to state to yon 
how some things strike me.

What ha» been the effect of popery upon human liberty l 
Permit me to use the word 44 liberty ” in its widest 
sense. As to civil liberty, it has been ite unchanging 
enemy. It has never permitted a spark of liberty to 
glow Tor an hour when it could extinguish it. There ie 
not in Europe at tbe present hour—perhaps not cn earth 
—a greater oivil despot than the Pope. The man that, in 
Italy, writes a page or makes a speech in favor of liberty, 
muet fly the kingdom, or be dragged to a dungeon. And 
we are to judge of popery, not by its pliability where if 
can not rule, but by the way in which it shows ite heart 
where it can do so without let or hinderanoe. Kings as 
well as people have groaned under ite tyranny. Henry 
IV. of Germany was made by the Pope to stand three 
days in the open air. with bare head and feet. Frederick 
I. was made to hold his stirrup. He caused Henry II. of 
England to be scourged on the tomb of Thomas a Becket. 
And the present state of Spain, Austria, Italy, shows the 
effects of popery on oivil liberty.

It ie equally the foe of mental liberty. The Bible is 
without any authority save what your Church gives it. 
And the Bible must teach nothing save what yonr Church 
allow#. And man must believe nothing save what the 
priest permits. And philosophy must teach nothing save 
what the Church sanctions. You know that for this last 
offence Galileo was sent to study astronomy in prison. 
Pure popery and real liberty never have breathed, and 
never can, the same atmosphere. The principle of yonr 
Church ie to allow nothing that bows not to ite yoke.

What has been the effect of popery upon human know- 
ledge l When Christianity, like a new eun, rose upon 
the world, there was much that might be called education 
in the Roman empire. The obvious effect of Christianity 
was to extend it. After the lapse of some ages, popery, 
by gradual stages, crept, serpent-like, to the high places 
of power. How soon afterward the lights of learning go 
out—how soon the Dark Ages commence, and roll on as 
if they were never to end i And those centuries of dark
ness for m the Golden Age of your Church. And what 
spirit did it manifest on the revival of learning in Europe 
after the sacking of Constantinople, and at the Reforma
tion! Leo X. prohibited every book translated from the 
Greek and Hebrew. This blow was aimed at tbe Bible. 
He forbade the reading of every book published by the 
Reformers. He excommunicated all wbo read an heret
ical work. The Inquisitors prohibited every book pub
lished by sixty-two different printers, and all books print
ed by any printer who had ever published a book of 
heresy ! Nor has one of these prohibitions ever been re
called. At this hour, the noblest products of human

Enius are under the ban of your Church, and the Index 
ipurgatorius ie in full operation at Rome Î 
And what has been the effect of all this upon human 

knowledge! Look into the countries for an answer 
where your Church rules undisturbed. The nobles and 
the people in Spain, Portugal, Austria, Sardinia, Sicily, 
are sunk into almost tbe same state of ignorance. Upon 
the intellectual degradation of Catholic Ireland 1 have 
already dwelt. The Boox of books, which the tamb 
died to unseal, your Church has resealed ; it has laid an 
embargo upon human knowledge ; it allows the people to 
read only what it permits, andlt permits only what tends 
to rivet its chains, and to perpetuate the darkness which 
is its natural element When the Reform|yion occurred, 
the retrograde movement of the worid'tbward ignorance, 
and barbarism, and idolatry had almost been completed. 
Had it not occurred, a radiance might continue to gild 
the high places of the earth after the Gospel eun had set 
—a twilight might be protracted for a few ages, in which 
a few might grope their way to heaven, but each age 
would have come wrapped in a deeper and yet deeper 
gloom, until impenetrable darkness had fallen on the 
world. Even the degree of knowledge which has obtain
ed in the papal world, it owes to. the Reformation.

And what has been the effect of popery upon the 
happiness of our race 1 This is a question of wide bearing, 
yet l can do little more than glance at It. Has it ever 
laid out ite energies for the promotion of human happi
ness! If so, when and where? Has it not, on the other 
hand, set itself in opposition to every thing calculated to

Sromote it! Does general intelligence promote it ! Your 
hurob has always opposed it. Does the free circulation 
of the Word of Uod promote il! Yon have opposed this 

also. Does the inculcation of pure religion promote it1 
You have poisoned or closed up all its fountains. Does 
advancing civilisation promote it! Your efforts are un
tiring to reverse ite wheels, and to roll us back to the 
darkness of the Dark Agee, whose very light was dark
ness. But what can l say more ! for the time would fail 
me to tell of your monasteries and nunneries, of tbe ware 
which popery has excited, of its Crusades, of the bitter 
jealousies it has sown between states, of the oceans of 
blood it has shed to obtain its objects, of the Inquisitions 
it has erected to torture the unbelieving, and ot the way 
and manner in which it has caused those of whom the 
world was not worthy to have trial of oruel mockings and 
soourgiogs—yea, moreover, of bonds and imprisonment ; 
how it caused them to be stoned, to be sawn asunder, to 
be slain with the sword, to wander about in deeerts and 
in mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. Oh,air.

year Irish massacre, yonr yearly anathemas w 
heretics, your consigning to perdition all beyond the pale 
of yonr Church, answer. All non-papists yon place be
yond the pale of mercy ; you refuse their bodies Christian 
burial, if such yonr burial can be called ; yon convert 
into the bitterest enemies of the man that becomes a Bible 
Christian those of his own household ; yon make the poor 
Irish servant to feel that his master and her mistress are

Macaulay’s History of England, translated into Italian 
has just been printed here.

will be easier than ite rise. However, we have reason to 
hope hie Majesty will firmly continue in hie benevolent 
and parental disposition towards his country and people, 
by which he gains love at home and esteem and honour 
abroad. The enemies of liberty and civilization confirm 
os in oer hopes. The clerical paper" which, at first, for 
appearanoee* sake, highly applauded the Royal speech, 
begin to croak, 44 What did his Majesty mean by saying 
that bio Ministers would submit to Parliament’s consid 
eration varions projects relating to most important qi 
tions about the interior administrations ! Did he refer to 
the long-talked-of question relative to civil matrimony,

_ „ _____ _______ the alteration of the ancient criminal laws, or the entire
the enemiwTofGod, however pious, whise heading of tbi suppression of convents !’’These questions are mooted by 
Bible and whoee prayers to heaven can not be heard with- tbe priests, and form the speetree that haunt their 
oat committing great sin ; yon enact a ceremonial law, conches. _ 
and proclaim that all who submit not to it are speckled 
with plague-spots ; and hence yonr priests, wherevem*)- 
cated in Protestant communities, instead of going about 
as men to promote the general welfare, more about as 
spectres, as if afraid of the light of day ; here abstracting 
a child from a Sunday-school, there burning a Bible ; 
here poisoning the mind of a servant against his master, 
and there that of a maid against her mistress, and seek
ing to place all, save his own unlettered followers, like 
the lepers of Samaria, without the city of God. Does 
this look like the spirit of Christ !

What is the inflnenee of popery on true religion f To 
this point I have already spoken. I have told you, sir, 
bow it has corrupted our rale of faith, and the eaera- 
ments, and the doctrines of the Bible. This ie but the 
theory of the matter. Oh, how can I spe 
efleets! The religion of Christ it has converted into a 
system of idolatry, in whieh God and witches, the Bible 
and traditions, canons, decretals, tbe worship of God and 
of saints, the mediation of Christ and of Mary, prayer 
and scourging, pious deeds, penances, and processions, 
are all of like authority and like efficacy !

Tbe mind of the poor papist it fills, not with light and 
16ve, but with darkness and fear. It doses to him the 
way to heaven through the blood of Christ, and opens it 
through the fires of Purgatory. Leaving him in doubt as 
to where he will succeed best, he now prays for pardon 
to God—now to the Virgin—now to Peter or Paul—now 
to some old picture almost obliterated by age, believing 
alike the truths of Scripture and the absurdities of your 
system, and knowing little of either.

It impresses the poor papist with the idea that religion 
consists, not in lore to God and man, but in external sub
mission to rites and forms. Hence the Spaniard will go 
to confession with his dagger under hie maptie, and the 
>oor, generous Irishman will go from the Mass and 
diseal to the pot-house, and from the confession-box to 
the card-table and the boxing match ! and yonr Inquisi
tors have gone oat from your Eucharist to kindle the fires 
which consumed your heretics and our martyrs, and 
which illumined their pathway to glory !

But I must stop, lest my emotions swell beyond due 
bounds.

These, reverend, sir, are some, and bat some, of the 
fruits of your system. How do they appear to you when 
thus brought together! Is the tree which bears these 
fruits good or bad ! Has popery in any one particular, 
in any one country, or in any age, ever produced the re
sults which prophets and apostles have told ns the relig
ion of Messiah would produce! If not, are not popery 
and Christianity not only different, but antagonist sys
tems! Popery is paganism under a new name, and the 
difference between their priests is as little as ie tbe differ
ence between tbe systems.

With respect, yours, Kibwan.

the pathway of popery through the world ie marked by 
the olood and bones of ite victims. It has gone into the 
earth feeling that Joshua’s commission on entering 
Canaan was in its poeket, and that all who questioned ite 
authority were Hittites and Amorites ; and, almost with
out a figure of speech, il ean be said that the nations 
which it found as the garden of the Lord il converted into 
a howling wilderness. I know not that human happiness 
or human improvement have ever had a more determined
foe than nonerv 
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RELIGION IN SARDINIA.
PERVERSION OP THE GOSPEL.

In my last letter l mentioned the intrigues and tergiver
sation the priests bad recourse to at the recent election to 
introduce their creatures into Parliament. In the 
Opinions of the 19th December is inserted a carions ex- 
>osure of priestcraft, and perversion of the Word of God 
o gain their end, which at once excites our indignation, 

pity, and a smile. You will remember that the first day 
of the election took place on a Sunday (15th ult.) The 
officiating priest in the church at Ciglinno, after Mass, 
called out, 44 Friends, did you understand the Gospel of 
this day !” 44 No,” answered several voices—(it having 
been read in Latin, that they may not understand).
44 Well,” rejoined the preacher, 44 the Holy Gospel says 
distinctly, 4 Farine satis tribus,’—that is, 4 We nave al
ready had enough of Farini’ (the ex-M.P.’s anti clerical 
candidate). Now, if you would conform to tbe Gospel 
precepts do not vote for Farini, and you will be blessed ; 
else I am innocent of your sin.” Probably many of yonr 
readers will be puzzled to find Signor Farini> name in the 
New Testament. The priest found it in Matt. xiii. 33, 
the lesson of that day : 44 The kingdom of heaven ie like 
onto leaven, which a woman took antEhhl in farina satis 
tribus” (three measures of meal). This blasphemous 
perversion of the Gospel needs no comment.

BURNING OP THE BIBLE, AND THE SALE OP THE SAME.

While some of the priests quote the Bible when occasion 
requires to pervert it to their evil purposes, like Satan 
once did (Matt. iv. 6, &o.), others publicly burn it; At 
Carignano, on the 5th inst., a colporteur of the Bible 
Society exposed his valuable stock on a stall in the prin
cipal street. A priest observed it, and ran to acquaint 
hie brother-priest of the parish of tine outrage, ae he 
termed it. They returned together, bought nino Bibles, 
tore them in pieces, and then triumphantly set them on 
fire, oloao to the colporteur’s stall. This, of course, at
tracted a great crowd ; the priest harangued them, ex
patiating on the Tartarean flames reserved for the peru
sers of sueh heretical books. The more reasonable part 
of hie audience immediately turned to the colporteur and 
bought all hie books. You will easily imagine the rage, 
chagrin, and bitter disappointment of the priests.

At a small town near Lago Maggiore, like in the days 
of yore ( Dan. iii.), crowds of people of all classes 44 were 
gathered together unto the dedication of the image” of 
the mother of God, which the priests have newly set up 
for tbe adoration of the people. Thither the colporteur 
of the Free Italian Chunk betook himself, applied to the 
Syndic for a permit to sell hie books, whieh was readily 
granted, and in a few days, maugre thé interdiction of 
the priests, upwards of 800 persons possessed themselves 
of the Bible, which declares, 44 There is one God, and 
one Mediator between God and man,’! and forbids the

orship and adoration of all kinds of im|
PROSPECTS or FIBDMOMT.

However, it would be a great delusion to suppose that 
the priestly power ie gone. The constitution was, indeed, 
the katohet that cat off many a head of the Roman hydra, 
bnt it requires one far mightier than Hercules to destroy 
the ninth head,—even He that was foretold would bruise 
our great foe’s head. The priests have still a great sway 
over the lower class of people in the country, and over 
women of all classes and places, all being alike shamefully 
ignorant. In the last Parliament the priests numbered 
thirty-nine partisans among ite members. Now they can 
muster seventy-five, amongst whom are nine priests them
selves. Indeed, they are still the minority in the House, 
which consists of 2o4 Members. But we must consider 
the divisions amongst the Liberal party, and that some 
have chosen thei» seats in the centre for convenience* 
sake, that they may easily incline to either side. Many 
of these are known to be disposed to sail only with a fair 
wind, and will steer just where il blows ; and therefore 
our anxiety for the future state of Piedmont ie great. 
All will depend on the King and hie councillors. If he 
will steadily pursue the path he so laudably entered into 
—if he will truly endeavour to 44 carry out and enlarge 
the idea whieh kad suggested” the Constitution to me 
august father, ae be promised at the opening of Parlia
ment, thon Piedmont may lift up ite head and look at i 
bright horison, and march steadily in the progressive way 

But should tbe Roman

DR. GUMMING.
In the C. Messenger of Jan. 27. appeared an extract from 

the “London Pulpit,” entitled Ministerial Sketches. The 
lineamenta of Dr. Gumming, aa a preacher, are there briefly 
sketched. If we are to take the testimony of others, thee j 
lineaments are as incorrectly as briefly sketched. My design 
in these lines is to correct false impressions and to introduce 
I» th# more full acquaintance of many of ïhe readers of the 
Christian Messenger this celebrated, interesting, and moat 
useful writer and preacher. In doing tl is I hare recourse to 
sources of information more reliable than the sketch above 
referred to.

“Carriage after carriage ia setting down ita freight of 
faahion ; cab after cab drives up, from which gentlemen 
hurriedly leap, and make their way to tho doors of the edifice, 
and an unbroken atream of pedestrians flows in from either 
end of the Crown-court. Watch for a moment the countenance 
of the Church-goers ; there ia aa much curiosity and anxiety 
depicted upon them aa might be witnessed in the fscea of the 
impatient multitude who throng the doors of old Dory on the 
first night of a new piece. Andt well may such interest be 
evinced ; for this morning one of the most rmnwned preachers 
of the day is to preach on an sll-sbaorbing subject. Cardinal 
Wjaeman haa sounded forth h e trumpet-note of Romiah de
fiance, and now the Protestant champion is about to enter 
the liets. We are at length in the Scotch church. Near the 
pulpit, oh its left aide, in a secluded place under the gallery, 
sit a gentleman and lady, with two little children. The gentle
man ie of diminutive stature ; hia head ie large, and thinly 
covered with dark brown hair, which carelessly sweeps 
across hia capacious forehead. Hia eyes are keen and cold, 
the noae longieh, and slightly turned ud kt the point, the 
mouth thinlipped and compressed. : Two apologies for 
whiskers appear just below ihe prominent cheek bones. As 
a whole, the countenance is indicative of intellectual acquire
ments : but it wants energy of expression, or rather, the 
expreaaion of energy. There is something of insignificance 
about it. But ita owner ia no insignificant personage. This 
ie Lord John Russell, and those wbo ait beaide him ate his 
wife and children.

• • • • e •
“Beautiful, exceedingly,” ia the singing*? There ia no 

organ. The singing is congregational. Clear and distinct 
in ite silvery eweetneas was one female voice. That lady to 
whom it belongs ia generally known as the nightingale of 
Crown-court-church.

The psalm of praise and thanksgiving his ceased : the con
gregation ie seated. The minister ascends the pulpit ataire. 
He ie the observed of al! observera. Every eye ia fixed on 
him ; but on hia assuming the attitude of prayer,, each head 
is bowed, reverence banishes curioaity, and a deep solemn 
hush pervades the place.

The prayer commences. It m extemporaneous, aa all 
prayer should be, and it is deeply fervent and devotional. Dr. 
Cumming’s prayer was a model of ite kind. There were no 
tiresome repetitions, nu daring approaches to the Divine pre
sence, no presumptuous requests.

The preacher ie of the middle height, perhaps rather above 
it. Hie face ie s remarkably fine one. A glance at it might 
convince any ordinary observer that it belongs to one whose 
mind is not of the common stamp. Look at that high, broad 
forehead, across which dark, very dark hair sweeps, reveal
ing the ample temples, and behind that barrier you will feel 
assured, ia a brain of uncommon capacity.

Opening a little Bible, which he holds with both hands, 
Dr. C. commences hia discourse by reading his text. Very 
cleat and musical ia hia voice. Although by no means loud, 
it can be heard with tbe utmost distinctness in the most dis
tant part of the Church. Without a single preliminary “hem,” 
or a momenta pause for the purpose of collecting Itis ideas, 
he at once commences the elucidation of his theme ; and be
fore he has uttered half a dozen sentences it ie evident enough 
that all hie matter has been carefully arranged beforehand. 
There ie not the slightest hesitation ; hie words and ideaa 
flow forth like a clear, continuous atream, and they are as 
transparent too. The eloquence of some ministers resem ties 
the course of a mountain torrent : now with difficulty thread
ing narrow ravines, now widening into a calm, lake-like ex
panse, reflecting the loveliness of tho skies; anon rushing 
and roaming over precipices and rocky barriers; and then 
dancing in the aunlight through verdant plains. Sueh ora
tors startle by aimilea, attract by antitheses, and charm by 
variety. Not each ia the characterjof Di. Cumming’e oratory. 
From the moment he commences hia discourse, until the con- 
eluding sentence passes hie lip, the current of hia eloquence 
flow» on calmly and untroubled. There ate no passionate out
bursts, no succeeding passages of pithoa; little to dazzle, 
leas to startle, nothing to bewilder,—all is d|ear, calm and 
convincing. Hie voice, which but slightly informs u« of his 
northern origin, is remarkably pleasant, and, indeed, musical.

When hearing Dr. C. one ia reminded of the description 
of “Silver-tongued Smith,” one of the celebrated preachers 
of Elizabeth’s lime. Perhaps there ia nut a firmer or more 
fearless preacher than the doctor; a fact which haa been 
proved over and over again of late, aa hia Romish antago
niste have found to their cost.

Hia action ia pleasing. Tbe Apocalvntic Mysteries and 
the Papacy are hie two great topics. With respect to Ihe 
Roman Catholic Church, he has long been known, aa one of 
ite most vigorous, consistent and uncompromising foes. Asa 
con t loverai a list he ie truly great. No man can dissect popery 
•o fearlessly, so mercilessly aa he can. There is not a web 
of sophistry, however artfully woven, which he cannot dis
entangle; and hi» profound learning, great sagacity, and 
extensive acquaintance with Ins subject, render him the most 
formidable enemy which Cardinal Wiseman haa in these 
realms. We doubt not that hie Eminence would rather en
counter the whole bench of bishops, than the distinguished 
and bold polemic of Crown-court. Indeed, the doctor has 
actually bearded the lion of popery in hie den ; for, to hia 
dingy palace in Golden-square, he repaired,and there signally 
discomfited the emissary from the Vatican on hia own ground, 
His lectures, delivered a abort time since at the Hanover 
square Rooms, on “The Teaching of Cardinal Wiseman,’ 
were a master-piece of argument, and they were listened to by

splended an auditory aa ever assembled in London—men 
who are arbiters of taste and maaiere of opinion,—with the 

net profound satisfaction.
Dr. Camming ta a very volumnione author. Hie style aa 

a writer resembles that of hie oral productions. The sale of 
his works ie prodigious, and is produonve of large sums ; so 
that with the salary derived from hia rich congregation, and 
the profile of hie literary production», hie income must be 
large ; and he deserves it.

Long may it be, ere it ahall be said of the eloquent aub- 
jeet of the present artiek,—“He too ie gone,” for the Church 
cannot epere him. Undazzled by popularity, unaffected by 
tbe breath of the popular applause, he steadily pursues the 
duties of hia calling, feeling that a great work is before him. 
Hie humility ie ae genuine ae hie piety. Scotland may well 
be proud qf such a eon.”

of civilisation and reform, 
ineubur, aided by the talons of the Austrian eagle end tbe 
•core! influence of other neighbours, soars those that

CAPTAIN H0D80N AND THE KING 
DELHI.

Te the Editor ef the Times.
8b—I think that the following extract from a letter 

narrating the capture of the King of Delhi by my 
brother, Captain Hudson, will be interesting to many ofIUUUUUVU V. u.l.ai 1» tl l£ll UUUtD, IU*> ■ IUU» IU.I Ui UlU.l, uuuouu, —— -----" Cl —-----J —■

at our head, w* betide Piedmont!—its downfall! yonr readers, ae no detailed account has yet appeared.

It is written by one intimately acquainted with all his 
proceedings during the siege, who had the account at the 
time from himself and other eye-witnesses. As Captain 
Hodson has been much blamed, both in India and in this 
country, for sparing the King's life, and has been accused 
of guaranteeing his safety on his own responsibility and 
in violation of orders, it ought in justice to him to be 
known that he was acting throughout under the orders of 
the Commander-in Chief (Sir A. Wilson):—

441 have before explained to you what your brother’s 
(Captain Hodson’e) position officially was—namely, that 
he was appointed Assistant Quartermaster-General and 
Intelligence Officer on the Commander-In-Chiefs own 
Staff. Hia reports were to be made to him direct, without 
the intervention of the Quartermaster-General, or any 
other person.

44 For this appointment, which was then a most res
ponsible one, as intelligence of the enemy’s movements 
and intentions were of the utmost importance, hie long 
acquaintance with Sikhs and Affghans, and hie having 
been similarly employed in the Punjaub war, had peculi
arly fitted him. Of course, there were always plenty of 
traitors in the enemy’s camp ready to self their own 
fathers for gain, or to avoid punishment, and he was 
invested with full power to promise reward or punish
ment, in proportion to the deserts of those who” assisted 
him.

On Qur taking possession of the city gate, reports 
came in that thousands of the enemy were evacuating the 
city by the other gates, and that the King also had left 
his palace. We fought our way inch by inch to the 
palice walls, and then found truly enough that its vast 
arena was void. The very day after we took possession 
of the palace (the 20th), Captain Hodson received in
formation that the King and his family had gone with a 
large force out of the Ajmere-gate to the Kootub. He 
immediately reported this to the General commanding, 
and asked whether he did not intend to send a detach
ment in pursuit, as with the King at liberty and heading 
so large a foroe our victory was next to useless, and we 
might be besieged instead of besiegérs. General Wilson 
replied that he could not spare a single European. He 
then volunteered to lead a party of the Irregulars, but 
this offer was also refused, though backed up by Neville 
Chamberlain.

44 During this time messengers were coming in con- 
tantly, and among the rest one from Zeenat Mahal (the 

faVourite Begum), with an offer to use her influence with 
tho Kin£, <âo surrender on certain conditions. These 
conditions at first were ludicrous enough—viz., that the 
King and the whole of the males of his family should be 
restored to his palace and honours, that not only should 
his pension be continued, but the arrears since May be 
paid up, with several other equally modest demands. I 
need not say these were treated with contemptous denial 
Negotiations, however, were vigorously carried on, and 
care was taken to spread reports of an advance in force 
to the Kootub. Every report aa it came in was taken to 
General Wilson, who at last gave ordè'rs to Captain 
Hodson to promise the King’s life and freedom from 
personal indignity, and make what other terms he could. 
Captain Hodson then started,'with only fifty of his own 
men for Humayoun’s Tomb, three miles from the Kootub, 
where the King had come during the day. The risk was 
sueh as no one can judge of who has not seen the road, 
amid the old ruins scattered about of what was once the 
real city of Delhi.

“ He concealed himself and men in some old buildings, 
close by the gateway of the tomb, and sent in hie_ two 
emissaries to Zeenat Mahal with the ultimatum—the King’s 
life, and that of Aer son and father (the latter Has since 
died). After ,two hours, passed by Captain Dodson in 
most trying suspense, such as (he says) he never spent 
before, while waiting the decision, his emissaries ( one 
an old favourite of poor Sir Heury Lawrence) came out 
with the last offer—that the King would deliver himself 
up to Captain Hodson only, and on condition that he 
repeated with his own lips the promise of tho Govern
ment for his safety. . ** .

44 Captain Hodson then went out into the middle of the 
road in froiHhaf-tbargftteWày, and said that he was ready 
to receive hie captives and renew the promise.

44 You may picture to yourself the scene before that 
magnificent gateway, wit» the milk-white domes of the 
the tomb towering up from within, one white man among 
a host of natives, yet determined to secure his prisoner, 
or perish in the attempt.

44 Soon a procession began to come slowly out, first 
Zeenat Mahal, in one of the close native conveyances 
used for women. Her name was announced as she pass
ed by the Moulvie. Then came the King in a palkee, on 

hich Captain Hodson rode forward and demanded hie 
arms. Before giving them up, the King asked whether 
he was 4 Hodson Bahadoor.’ and if lie would repeat the 
promise made by the herald ? Captain Hodson answered 
that he would, and repeated that the Government had 
been graciously pleasea to promise him his life, and that 
of Zeenat Mahal’s son on condition of his yielding him
self prisoner quietly, adding, very empahatically, that if 
any attempt was made at a rescue he would shoot the 
King down on the spot like a dog. The old man then 
gave up his arms, which Captain Hodson handed to his 
orderly, still keeping his own sword drawn in his hand. 
The same ceremony was then gone through with the boy 
(Jumma Bukh), and the march towards the pity began, 
the longest five miles, as Captain Hodson said, that he 
ever rode, for, of course, the palkeos only went at a foot 
pace, with his handful of men arrfund them, followed 
thousands, any one of whom could have shot him down 
in a moment. His orderly told me tlmt it was wonderful 
to see the influence which his calm and undaunted look 
had on the crowd. They seemed perfectly paralyzed at 
the fact of one white man (for they thought nothing of 
his fifty black sowars) carrying off their King alone. 
Gradually as they approached tne eity the crowd slunk 
away and very few followed up to the Lahore-gate. Then 
Captain H. rode on a feik paces and ordered the gate to 
be opened. Tbe officer on duty asked simply as he passed 
what he had got in his palkeos. 4 Only the King of 
Delhi, was the answer,’ on which the officer’s enthusiastic 
exclamation was more emphatic than becomes ears polite 
The guard were for turning out to greet him with a 
cheer, and could only be repressed on being told that the 
King would take the honour on himself* (I hey passed up 
that magnificent deserted street to the Palace-gate, where 
Captain Hodson met the civil officer (Mr. Sanders), and 
formally delivered over hie Royal prisoners to him. Hie 
remark was amusing,4 By Jove ! Hoifeon, they ought to 
make you Coramander-in Chief for thills*

44 On proceeding to the General’s quarters to report hie 
successful return, and hand over the Royal arms, he was 
received with the characteristic speech, 4 Well l am glad 
you have got him, but I^never expected to see either nil 
or you again ” while the other officers in the room were 
loud in their congratulations and applause. He was re
quested to select for himself from the Royal arms what he 
chose, and has therefore two magnificent swords, one 
with the name of4 Nadir Shah,’ and the otifer the seal of 
Jehan Guire engraved upon it, which he intends to pre 
eent to the Queen. ... .

On the following day, as yon already know, he cap
tured three of the Princes ; but of this more hereafter. 
1 am anxious now that you should fully understand that 
your brother was bound by orders from the General to 
spare the King’s life, much against hie own will ; that 
the capture alone was on his own risk and responsibility, 
and not the pledge.” .. t ^ .. .

I have also letters flatly contradicting the report which 
has been circulated, that tbe King wae allowed to retain 
hia retinue and his own apartments in the Palace, and 
giving an account of a visit to him in bis place ol confine
ment. I will endeavour to send you this on another oo- 
oaeion.

I remain your obedient servant.
George H. Hudson.

Cdckham Dean, Maidenhead, Feb. 20.

lord Palmerston’s parliamentary

AND MINISTERIAL CAREER.
Lord Palmerston entered Parliament ae member for Bletel 

ingley, in 1806, and eat for Newport, Isle of Wight, froi 
1807 to March, 1811 ; when he was returned for the Univer
sity of Cambridge, which he represented till 1831, when he 
lost hie seat on his supporting Lord John Russell's Reform 
Bill, in 1831. He was then elected for hie old eeat of 
Bletchingley.and in 1832. fur South Hants; and since June, 
1835, he hae represented Tiverton.

In Mireh, 1807, Lord Palmerston was appointed a junior 
Lord of the Admiralty, on the formation of the Duke of Port
land’s Adminia'ration. In October, 1809, lie succeeded Lord 
Caetlereagh ae Secretary at War, and held that office (onder 
the successive Administrations of Mr. Perceval, the Earl of 
Liverpool. Mr. Canning, Lord Goderich, and the Duke of 
Wellington), till May, 1828, when, with Mr. Huskieaon 
and others, he withdrew from the Duke’s Cabinet. In 
November, 1830, on the retirement of the Wellington 
Administration. Lord Palmerston became Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affaire in Earl Grey’s administration, and this 
office he held (with the^exception of hi» temporary retire
ment in 1831) till November. 1834, and again from April, 
18.35 (with ihe exception of the few days’ interval in May, 
(1839, to August or September, 1841. From that lime to 
1846 Lord Palmerston wae in opposition. In July, 1816, on 
the resignation of Sir Robert Peel, his lordship returned -inee 
more to office, as Foreign Secretary. In December, 1851, 
lie retired from Lord John Russell’s Cabinet. In December, 
1852. he became Home Secretary in the adminhtration of 
the Earl of Aberdeen. In December, 1853, he re-igned, but 
after a few days resumed his post, at the eolicitatiuo of his 
colleagues ; and this he held till March, 1855, whe n he suc
ceeded Lord Aberdeen, ae Premier; and he hae held the 
office of First Lord of the Treasury from that time to tbe 
present. His lordship was born in October, 1784, and is 
consequently in his 74th year.

Lord Derby’s India Bill.—It is enid that Lord Derby ie 
already prepared with the outlines of hia India Rill. The 
ground taken by hie party in the late debate, that legielaum 
at the present moment would bn premature and unsafe, ie (ac
cording to rumour) to be abandoned, in deference to the re
cent decision of the House of Commons ; and a measure will 
he produced with as little delay as poesible. It will widely 
differ from Lord Palmerston’* Bill, with which il will have 
nothing in common further than that the name of tbe Crown 
ie to be substituted for that oi the Company, and the existing 
Double Government is to nw*e in a single Indian Depart
ment. The Board of Control, not the Court of Directors, is 
to be abolished ; but the Crow n is to nominate in future the 
Chairman of the Court of Diir-ctora, who is to be a Cabinet 
Minister, and of course removable on every chenge of Adminis
tration. The patronage now exercised by the Directors is to 
be left untouched.

The Siege op Lucknow.—Three of the surviving defend
ers of Lucknow have reached England—Mr. C. W. Camp
bell, of the 71st Regiment ; Dr. M'Fariane, of the Artillery; 
and Mr. L. E. Rees. The litter gentleman, formerlv attach
ed to one of the colleges in Lidia, ia a Calcutta merchant, 
who unexpectedly found himself involved tn the meehey cf 
• he siege, and having been by force of circumstances obliged 
to take hie part in the defence, he recorded from time to 
time the interesting events in which he look part, ai*d those 
which passed before him.

The Oxygenated Dinars claim the favorable 
ea forbid the use of aleo-

1Vo Alcohol. ---------
attention of those whoee principles----- -
holic stimulants. This well known remedy for Dyspepsia 
and General Debility, ie richly worth a fair trial,

The Atlantic Telegraph.—-We received by the La 
English steamer the foil report from the directors to the 
Atlantic Telegraph Company, which was to be submitted at 
a general meeting of the shareholders on the 18th inst. Ap
pended are reports from Mr. Bright, engineer, and Mr. 
VVhitehouse, electrician, containing m-my interesting state
ments respecting the preparations making for a renewal of 
the attempt to lay Ihe ocean cable, next summer, an event 
contemplated with undimmished interest in the United Stales, 
no less than Great Britain. Notwithstanding the adverse 
experience of the past, the fullest confidence seems to be 
entertained by those who have been and are now engaged -in 
the work that final success will crown their endeavors. The 
directors say that “no element of failure hae be^n d eveloped 
which is not completely within the grasp of science : no 
natural obstacle has arisen to forbid the most complete and 
satisfactory termination to the work ; on the contrary, even 
anticipated difficulty has been practically surmounted.”' And 
again, “the Directors, so far L oin desponding on account of 
what they regard ae a mere temporal v and accidental impedi
ment, have every reason to hope and believe that this enter
prise is now on a surer basis than ever, and that a right use 
of the knowledge gained in August la»t will lead to com
plete success in the summer oi 1858.” In noticing the 
failure of the effort made Iasi year to lay tha ocean cable, 
the report concurs in the opinion then expressed, that no 
alteration in the constrm^mn of the wire is expedient, but 
that considerable modifiettion will be required in po/lions of 
the paying out machinery (to defects in which the original 
failure is attributed.) and ihat in future it will be desirable 
to begin paying ont the cable in mid ocean. Agr -ably to 
these v^ews, that portion •«! the apparatus designed to retard 
the egress of the cable has been submitted to rhe special 
supervision of scientific men, including Mr. Bright, and Mr.
\V. E. Everett, chief engineer of the United Stales steam- 
frigate “Niagara,” who wis solicited to return to England, 
to aid in the enterprise.

The length of cable n iw ai Devonpori (where it i* slowed 
away in an old powder ma azine), including fihy-seven 
miles recovered from the eubmurged portion, is 2,IG3 miles. 
Contracts are in course ol exe■•ution for the debvei v of four 
hundred miles in addition, making a total ol 2,'563 notes,— a 
length which in the first instanco was thought to he fully 
ad'-quatei but a further length of 300 miles is now considered 
ni!CR8s.ny, to allow for “slack,” or any deficiency arising 
from o her causes The premises w here the cable 13 ternp- 
poranly stored, ire occupied by the superintendent and a 
whole staff ol manipulators or instrument clerks, ho are 
engaged in the tranemi-sion of commeroial despatches 
throughout the whole length of the. cable, \qMhd same 
character that would be daily passing if the wire wrae open 
for traffic. By this means they will become familiar with the 
routine of duties to be imposed when the line ie in actual 
operation, and get accustomed to the peculiar mode of 
signalising adopted by the company, differing very essentially 
from any other system on account of the unprecedented 
length of the Atlintic wire.

IHDIA.
Malta, Feb. 20, midnight.—Her Mafetty’s ship Urgent 

haa just arrived from Alexandria, bringing a lelegmm from 
Suez of political iniellieeuce received there on the 16th by 
the Bengal, with the Calcutta and China mails, of which the 
following ie the cubatance:—

Sir Colin Campbell wae waiting at Cawnpore for a heavy 
siege train from Agra, on the arrival of which he would 
move with hia whole force, in concert with Jung Bahadoor, 
on Oude.

The Calpee rebels are still in force,'it is said under the 
leadership of the Nana Sahib, and that this chief is threaten
ing us in the direction of Nagotee. If this be so, the gradual 
concentration of columns from Juhbulpore, Rewa, and Sebore, 
would soon put an end to thia resistance.

Messrs. James Baines and Co.'s magnificent clipper-ship 
Lightning has been taken up by the Government, to convey 
horses from tbe Cape to Bombay.

It is anticipated that 7000 men will come home this year 
invalided from India, and the Government are preparing every 
available accommodation for them.

Abba, Population, and Revenue op the Noeth-wist- 
ern Provinces of India.—A Parliamentary return, just 
issued, gives the following statistics of these provinces 
Area, 117,586 square miles ; population, by census of 1851, 
34,865,876, or 891 souls to the squire mile ; having a taxa
tion of 1-65 topees, or 3s. 3}d. per head per annum.

Abxa, Population, and Rivnwue or the 'Bowut j 
Presidency.—A Parliamentary- paper, just issue 
following statistics of this Presidency Ah 
square miles ; population, by 1 

the square mill135 souls to the equar 
1 upees per head, or 3e. 9|d,
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