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The Romance of the Fur Traders
The Rise of the Sor'-U'esters and their Effertive 
Opposition to the Hudson’s Hit Company with If’horn 
They Ultimately Form a Merger—By D. C. Harvey
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P
R.iLllL^^ (*<~h by
Ihr Hoi**. Ike kniKh hod ramol

ne »» Etewler trade m fun iIm 
to Ike (ant of Ike Bock*. .nd had 
eetaUnAed a rhem of (rata Iran 

Uke Hupramr to Ike HaafulrWwan. with 
tributary proto ne I «he MamtoU aad 
Ike Awmhnine I tonne Ike Heron Veen 
"u Ohw fort» ka>l twee negkrâed and 
•*** ""** Ike Indiana had to mny all 
Ikew fine to lludmn Hay In Ike early 
Hnya ofBhtiah rule Uw orortind trade 
2EL ,rrl- pet1 lr Ikrnueh ignorance 
™ ™ " eelem 'winlrr and partly leratae 
ni I hr immrfwr ddÜnillir* to hr orrrnmo» 
in the lone journey from Montmil to the 
Haah»lrhewan a -listener nI nearly 4.0m 
milan, otrarurteri hv jnu rapt* ami I .In
prelaw, all at wlurh were a ram .,( 
danger to hoik Ida and property, calm- 
lated to multiply the commercial nth and 
Ike root <d transportation.

Bui m apt le of natural ohetaelea the 
fur trade by ike French mole reneed, 
tiring attempted at find by mdindual». 
then hv «mall groupa, and finally by the 
North-Weal foimiany, the moot highly 
"Tgantaed and effirirnl eommerrial l»*ly 
that North Amrnra had yet prndured
The Fererunnera of the Ner'.Weetor»
The first of lhear individual adventurer» 

wro Alexander Henry, who spent the 
year» 1780410 on the (Ileal Lake», and 
Opened up the fur trade as far a. 
kaminwtiquia on the western end of 
Lake .Superior Then m ITIiq, Thnmaa 
Curry, more venlurerome than Henry, 
followed the route of the French trader» 
aa far as Fort Bourhbo, which had been 
erected in 1739 by F’ruomi» Verendrye, at 
Cedar Lake on the Lower Saskatchewan 
Ht» profita from the expedition were so 
great that be "wan satisfied never again 
to return to the Indian country " Curry 
was followed by James Findlay, who went 
up the Saskatchewan to the farthest point 
reached l,v the French, and he too was 
aille to retire after a single venture

The remarkable sucent» of these pioneers 
led to a sort cl boom, aad traders from 
Montreal spread over the entire dmtrirt 
hitherto known to the F’ienrh. Licite­
ment rose to fever pitch and dark deeds 
were done in the name of competition, 
with obvious injury to Isnuness and dis­
repute among the Indians to whom rival 
traders misrepresented each other It 
required only a decade of this species of 
warfare to convince the traders that it 
was suicidal and that they should join 
force* for the greater rivalry which w*s 
to ensue when the "Kngjish company 
had awakened from its hundred sleepy 
winter* on the Bay.
The Adventurers Pool Their Resources 
This awakening was soon to come, for 

in 1772, Joseph Frobisher, an Fnglwhman 
from Montreal, struck north of the rout/ 
followed by the .Scotch Curry and Fifidlav 
and took steps to intercept the Indians 
on their way to Hudmn Bay by building 
a poet on .Sturgeon Lake, a conhecting 
link between the Saskatchewan and 
Churchill Rivers, thus commanding the 
approaches from the North-west and the

He and he. txnihrr returned to 
this regeio * uirrsuuv. years end then 
». I.» ». meets led others to l.dkie. until 
hoe U» m 177» it wee devwled by several 
of three traders to pouf tkew naaatu. a» 
■ct no tknr part wM a as prophetic at 
Ike N.rth eni Cotepeoy fixwrol euro 
five year» let»* They lulruoli I I hew 
pent stork to Peter iW »bo push**! 
twyotol Ike fort at Nwm Lake aad 
lenR a now one at Klk River, ahoot to 
awbe south of I-eke Athol wera from 
tkw centre be earned on a thriving trade 
at Ike Indians seta glad In snp the 
hem perilous journey to the Hey. even el 
the price of infer»» greets

I nfortuuntefy. in I TWO. an lad*» 
>egg)eg fa* fire-water Was give* an over 
•haw <>f laudanum matoud. and whew hr 
could not le r ne il from drew a row 
'■aawd in wharh one trade* and era»! 

routeur* 'k *•••« were klikd. whds the 
other» were glad to bave thaw goods 
baked and amps with tkew h>

Usait the SUIT now the leader» of Iks 
\wnil..inr \ .Iky had eat small and Ik* 
Indians to such an extent that they were 
weed from destruction only by an attack 
of eroalbpox. wlurk put aa rod to all 
trade for a lime and amity reduced the 
a under of In* bane aa well

la the following year Prod quarrelk»l 
with he* ojkaguc ami kilkd him. whik 
at the rum* Inna kâs clerk unwuimglv 
earned amall-pox to the Alkalawran 
Indiana, thus dsatroyrng another route», 
of I re* le until the melody hail slowly 
el* teal
Formal*» af Ike Nartk-Weat Company
The Iraawr thus affix*kd the trader»

tiremwy top ............... ...............
But, alanat uorowbalely after . ___
•oatia.te.1 Ike Irwuldr. he «rotted In Ike

gerl WUUa*. tor tie ait* ef Um Si wet On* ef tie. new

for reflects* enabled them to as* the 
advantages of co-operate* over un­
restrained competition and aa a result 
• he Northwest Company was nrganimd, 

The new company was really a 
uawm of nine smaller companies, the stork 
I rang divided into I ft shares of mar­
chand*, seven of the older com pan lea 
ixovaiing two shares each and the others 
one each The management of the entire 
stock waa nut in the hands of Benjamin 
and J'wrpn Frol ««her, and Hum* Mc- 
Taviah.

When the sharehoklras of the new com­
pany met their "winter partners" or 
agents in the Indian country, at Grand 
ftltap (the half-way house aituale»!

nxnpany employed SO clerks. 71 inter­
preters, 1,12» ranoemrn and Sfi gui'ka, 
and provided a living fix rae 7lg| Imlian 
women ami children who r»pr—lad 
the annal wed» of the trader»

About one-third of the ranoemro were 
employed in the carrying trade Ira ween 
Montreal and Crawl I’ortaw Lack 
co»» required from eight to taw mro and 
earned a lainkn at wirne four bma, the 

I ft-A jacks** -*f .
dll pounds of faanut, 211 of pork, three 
bushels of pea* and Jifi gallon, of rum, 
I ««ode» axes, guns and vanoua other 
neeeaaary weajsma IX imidemenla

The rams» used a cel of Grami Portage 
wen- smaller ami earned only two tone

about W aad* -roih weal of the later 
Fart W ill*» . aR the wiator partner* 
ecr* ariatid with the arraawm.au C». 
ceyX Peter ISaal He [arroaibil IVu* 
I'engmaa to return to Canada, and at 
Montreal thrv induced XL Ici «ad 

■HBÉB i neat rolerax**
r Pixel had

----------------- rtod to the
I .ropam and was met by 

M MHPto Alhalaara Thro, m I Tan. 
he arorlsrsd an sgrwl <d the XI- l,..i 
Grew*» t mqanv. stock he had l-ra» 
■dnwaanlal * fnruuag, rod the horror 
ptwdwrod by the earowd satis* * the 
aikkrncro caused the two neati to wmto 
w the folk* mg year With I toe new* 
if all c»aad*a ira.br- rtk •*<

i upon II rear» of en- 
*pama*» uatd <le*roro* rowu 

lxnka rot with the rowel droatir In profile 
and ilaxegard of human hfa

The Growth af Ik* i a tapa a y
The stork, okwk waa now larrraroil to 

2D «am. was dmded Irawero Ike 
partner» * Montreal, who imported the 
pack from Foghuwl. and Ike exiler 
partner*, who Imrtrred Ike* art à tka 

Proewma was mads for tka 
dapaul or tntdir of dam * rock a 
way that ipportuiiili* deadd frequently 

I < Hecks to heroroa partner» In 
tka way eeary rtirfc aad agent fall tonrodf 
* lariated m the a* ICO»* of tka cowpnny 
with the reawll that ta 11 year» from tka 
ana* of 1717 Ike rohwa of harowro 
an* treidrd the output for I7W I rang 
t.wn Oltcr, S..W lot, liw.mwi I smear 
ami Ih-IWO dims of all vanotira Inun Ike 
«fil to Ü» adnk At Iks row tin» Ik*

Otosti ef

Or* 1 at 1*1 Travelling grew . C.isliM li P.«l *••*

larolro and ware nangatid br fro* four 
le «1 row But lq far Ike laipt .solar 
•2 /raptor*» »*xkad no tka .«XX. part 
af the Jiauwai

The can*mro were Frewck-Ceeedk* 
or ladtaa and war* a hardy, happy bd 
They were gewrally alt» to support 
I hr made* ro rouU by gun or h*»*k and 
were m rond to lalux that they here loua 
known to carry two |*ch«p* .2 PR 
mSimla each roar Grand P-xtagr end 
law*, a da*an* of I* nukt. * ■« hours 
They were equally ready to rot or fight 
or nag and by Itoar a»l the Nor -Wane* 
were el* to srhpro ihcr neati at tka 
Hay m spile of tkew dexter naito aad 

t*c pro tiro
I ntoHunalafy the I aimer-year af Ike 

Nnrtk-waat C.awpaay row IU n—xgaaua 
la* and I he forma law of a saw roapaay, 

lwtuHu.1 l.th harmony and profits 
for a number of year» Whew the «took 
waa awxaaaad to W dung w IT*. » 
tougher of «fid aasadwra openly opparod 
Hum* McTavwh, the eulmxetir ,ew 
nuMgr, ■ ho had Iron Biifinaanil the 
‘ Marquis, and formed a new owapoar, 
which was find known an Forsyth. 
Itichardam A fie" la imilalam of tka 
North want > ompany, wtock marked ito 
I oka with the uarola latter» N W , It 
aomatimaa oalird itodf the X T Croroaay 
After Hir AkxamW Machaon» amde bn 
Umoro vu) ip. to tka Arctic and Pacifia 
he wro made hand of the Ana aad tin 
organisation waa than known as "Mr 
A blander Mar krone A Ok," hut the 
important mnwdaratiro waa not ao weak 
the name w tka ckarartar at tka eew 
nvala Never wro competiliro man 
fier* than that which wee »agcd Iran*» 
the parent aad Ito offspring, and run 
never flowed m fredy to Ike dnaoraltam 
tiro of Indian and trader alike For­
tunately Ito- Struggle looted only arcs» 
yearn On the death of Hwaro MrTavuk 
in IWt. union wee effected, and hence 
forth the North-w*t f ompaay'a nvala 
am f.cmd not n the < anadaa. lad to 
the Fnglwh on Hudson Hay and tka 
American» ro the Pacific.

The Far Trade a# Ike Partir
TV velual* fur trade of tka Pacific 

wro not dwmverod early lor IV Bnlnk, 
owing to the arnrrb fix tka north-area» 
iHuawgc from tV Atlantic to the Pacific 
TV Hu-heXf. of tv a micro aaa was 
f .plain f'-ook, who had ncin<k>l F ape 
Horn in search fix IV mxth-wcat paaaajm 
Iron, IV Pacific to tv Atlantic fla 
landed in Ninths Hesiod, March. 177*1, 
and fourni tV Indians willing to trade in 
fur» of many vanetnw, l*ui to human 
hsnda ami dmlh aa well. He etoeMnkwl 
fro t.-llv mUtioaa with them Indiana by 
tV exchange of gifu rod exproroed tka 
Icitef that any Kngladuoro wVi rfiould 
follow in hw wake would get a valuable 
supply »f fun He hi «rod/ wee a dm- 
cverra rather than a trader, but the 
information which V ha.1 gsthrav.1 was 
soon exploited liy men with aa eye to 
profit roly.

TV paxirer trader was Captain Hama, 
who wro sent to Nootka Iksind m I The

(cat laser aa Pan *■


