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CONSCRIPTION OF WEALTH
Lloyd George has frequently declared that 

this great war will be won for the Allies with 
the "silver bullet." In other words, it will 
be the financial resources of the British people 
and their allies which will enable them to 
triumph over Germany and her supporters. 
Realising this fact the British government 
has imposed taxes upon the wealthy to a 
degree hitherto unheard of. All those in 
Great Britain who are making money out of 
munitions or from shipping or from other 
lines of business are being taxed very, very 
heavily to provide the money necessary for 
carrying on the war. In Britain the import­
ance of the money is not overlooked; in Can­
ada on the other hand, practically all attention 
is being given to recruiting. Public men and 
the press generally are devoting their chief 
energies to discussing plans to secure more 
recruits A scheme is now under way for 
national registration, and there is always mure 
or tees talk of conscription But neither the 
Government or the press are paying much 
attention to the financial situation 

Throout Canada we are raising huge sums 
of money for Red Cross. Belgian Relief Polish 
Relief. Returned Soldiers. Patriotic Funds and 
other war funds. With some small exceptions 
these funds are all being raised by voluntary 
subscriptions. Save fur the corporation in­
come lax there is absolutely nothing done 
to take into the public treasury a portion of 
the wealth of our wealthy people. The stamp 
tax and similar war taxes imposed a year ago 
bear mure heavily on the pour than on the 
rich. With comparatively few exceptions the 
rich men of Canada are beyond the military 
age and are taking no personal part in the 
war The young men are fighting the battle, 
sacrificing their lives and in the majority of 
cases the married ones are leaving their wives 
and families to an unknown future Un­
doubtedly some of the rich are contributing 
to various funds, but despite all thru con­
tributions. are growing steadily richer and 
the poor steadily poorer while this war pro- 
crc««** The young men are fighting lor 
their country, but they are fighting to protect 
the property of the neb as well, and the nch 
are not paying their sham of the cost When 
people advocate conscription of men on the 
public platform, they should advocate con- 
smptiun of wealth at the same time. If in 
defense of our country it is necessary for our 
young men to give their lives, surely it is 
equally necessary that our rich men give 
their money If a young man who does not 
enhet is to be described as a "shirker" what 
term is strung enough to desenbe the man who 
* taking advantage of this great calamity 

wealth lor himself st theU> talc up wes 
of lus fedows'

RETAILERS TAÜI.NÜ NOTICE
In Winnipeg city there is a growing protest 

•gainst the high eus* of living and vigorous 
demand» are being made by several organi­
sations for government investigation Charges 
•re freely made that manufacturers and 
<W*krs are taking advantage of war limes to 
increase their prices and secure excess profits 
lor themselves Some of these charges made 
•gainst the city grocers brought them to- 
either »| one* They declared that about 
90 per cent of the goods which they tamed 

been tncreesrd in price by the manu­
facturers and wholesalers The grocers in 
their public statement also included the lol- 
*°wing remarks —

"We e«sU jir il l*e elleeuee ol lb Umm

'll the causes at advanced priées. The prieee 
in Canada appear in many case# to be filed, not 
upon the cost of production, but regulated by 
outride competition ”

It is a very hopeful sign when the retail 
grocers of the largest city in the West begin 
to realize that a protective tariff is a factor 
in enhancing prices beyond a legitimate figure 
Ordinarily these enhanced prices make little 
difference to the grocers because they simply 
hand it on to the consumer the only lose 
to the grocer being a proportionate decrease 
in the total volume of trade. Many of the 
grocers are no doubt enjoying very substantial 
credit from the manufacturers, and in normal 
times would not protest against the exactions 
of the protected interests, but when the city 
vufisumrrs begin to make it hot for the grocers, 
they are compelled in self defence to uncover 
the real culprits in the rapid increases in the 
cost of living.

There is absolutely no doubt in the world 
that a protective tariff is accountable for a 
very large proportion of the increase in the 
cost of living. Sir George Poster, as we 
pointed out last week in these columns, stated 
that the protective tariff was givro for the 
special purpose of permitting manufacturers 
to Increase their prices. If they didn't do it 
when the law was specially passed to permit 
them to do so. they would hardly be human

PROVKHNU PROTECTION FROM HAIL
Hail damage to grain crops in Saskatchewan 

has been unusually severe this year. It is 
estimated that more than ten per cent, of 
the total crop has been destroyed. In ordinary 
years the average annual loss from hail is 
shown to be about two per cent When the 
Municipal Hail Insurance Act was furmulatad 
and pawed in 1913 it was anticipated that con­
siderable losses might be experienced any year, 
but it eras hoped that an adequate ruesrve 
fund could be built up to take care cl any 
abnormal demands upon the resources at the 
disposal of the cvsnmiseion Until the present 
year the Municipal Hail Insurance has been 
extremely satisfactory Each year it has been 
puseible to pey all claims in full snd pul 
aside a certain amount (or a contingency 
fund By keeping the business in their own 
heeds, farmers have been able to carry their 
risks at the lowest possible rale, operating 
costs have been kept down to a minimum and 
the greatest pmaihle percentage of the money 
paid in has been returned In formulating 
any scheme to remedy the present condition 
of affairs, which shows a total rd*puc of 
11 Sou 000 to meet daims estimated at fd 600 - 
000. these principles should be retamed The 
problem is a difficult one and its successful 
solution soil tax the beet brains of all farmers. 
potiOrians or others, who have the successful 
development of the country st heart- The 
Municipal Hall Irounuice plan is the beet 
one yet ducoveted. and it should be iwnailile 
to amend it to meet all contingencies . On 
the Saskatchewan page of The Guide this 
week. Mr Muasetnian gives a well thought 
out plan towards this end which deserves 
Use muet careful considération.

a system of accounts that will show him 
at the end of each year what each part of 
his work is costing As is outlined in an 
excellent bulletin on Farm Cost Accounting 

, by the late Professor G. 0. White, Manitoba 
Agricultural College, a resume of which appear­
ed in last week's issue, a complete accounting 
system for the average farm will require jest- 
three records, namely, an inventory, a finan­
cial record and s work record With these 
every department of the farm can be checked 
up at will and any losses remedied. One of 
the reasons also why many farmers have much 
difficulty in securing bank credit is because 
they have no definite statement of their assets, 
no accurate record showing the profit in their 
business and even no memorandum showing 
what money they owe and what date pay- 
menu on this have to be made. The keeping 
of soluble coat accounts is s paying propos­
ition.

THE WASTE OF LIQUOR
The economic aspect of the liquor question 

is beginning to thrust itself on the British 
people At the time when the nation » 
ilcmamiing every man. every pound of food, 
every ton of transportation, and every dollar, 
the tremendous burden of the liquor traffic 
is both a crime and e menace to the safety 
and freedom of the Empire

A British statistician. Arthur Mae. presents 
some Astonishing figures on this subject. 
Over 300,000 workers are engaged in producing 
intoxicating liquor. This liquor has used up 
since the war began over 3.000.000 tone of 
food which would otherwise have been avail­
able (or the necessities of the people The 
handling of this has nimsaaiuted the haulage 
of 60.ouo.uuj tone of unnecessary material 
over the made and railways At a time when 
the price at coal has crested a condition of 

"•privation lor the poorer classes, the drink 
manufactories have ueed no leas than 3,000.000 
tone, whilst in conditions which have led the 
government to contemplate the ssriom cur­
tailment at the epece given to the transporta­
tion of various kinds at literature bir lbs 
merchant roafine. not leas 60.000.000
cubic feet have been surrendered to the carry­
ing of the ingredients required lor the drink 
trade. Finally, fi2.300.000 a day are poured 
into the tills at tbs estiers of drink, and this 
at a time when tbs government is asking 
that the tarings of tbs country shall be utilised 
lor investment in the vaaoub war loans 
Here is the British drink mooed lor the first 
twenty months of war. .

I.S73.000.000 gallons of Bear 
37.000,000 “ “ Spirits
►7.000.000

For this 
000 000 urw w w .v vs. u^e

day *0.000.000

! Mi.k ■

eke mmp fcs

k la ear

FARM COST ACCOUNT!*)
It cannot he rmphasmed too much that 

fanning is a business and as such ought to 
he rundurtsd m a business-like way But 
is iAf What percentage of farmers can show 
even at the end of the year what the profit 
or lorn on their investment actually fcf The 
average busmeee man can eee at s glance eng/ 
time he wants to just how his busmens etande 
Very lew farmers keep accounts 
enough to be able to do the and it is 
able whether on the ordmanr farm eu 
be practicable. Bet every farmer Aodd have

TRUTH Wll PREV AIL
In looking over the editorial page of the 

Toronto News of October 12. the moetf 
of the Iksninion Government, led the L 
ahetic high pneet of the protective t 
. y stem, we were somewhat n spared to i 
the following»—
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