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HE SPIRIT.
“the temple of the Holy Ghost.” Bat power | TRE WITNERS OF T

exertod by the Jrgncheg of teacher short of bhis, |, The Spirit itself beareth witness with our
Be crowded and interested | . . 4 God.”—Rom.

:l?goruegg};tlito:gsf:m:zive learner, ca only be g’." :fé that we are the childr m[of

significant of = spiritual failure. ~“The Divine|®* 10

Spirit alone can eonvince of sin, or reveal Christ

a8 a Saviour to the eye of faith.

The general course of thought which I wis‘l‘l to leav%
with you may be summed up thus : Our cry * Father

is | i i 5 i not
i ir t this | is the Witness that we are Sons. Tl}at‘ cry i
It is, I think, to.dbe Tiore gsazofe:riigjagre]a: simply ours, but. it is thq voice of 'God S Spmt:d. Thff
fux;;ia.:nental ‘(;onm tg: ox:.ruth ” Archbishop Divine Witness in our spirits is subject to the ordinary
extent a - ‘“forgo X

. . influences which affect our spirits. !
Tait, ina sermoyr preached in Scotland, alluding Let us take these three thoughts, and dwell on them

to_the want of life " n the theology of the age, | (o 2 little while. -

said : — I. OUR CRY “FATHER” IS THE WITNESS THAT
s ight go even now to places where a|wEg ARE SONs, . L

sort gm&m Was bh&lf)ood -offered to.{ ~Mark the terms of the passage : “ The Spirit itself

i i istri beareth witness w:tk our spirit.” It is not so much.a
dyishg dowtare Shey. tiightt find whote districts revelation made to my spirit, considered as the recipient

whE) e Ak tea.c_hmg th-h was to guide of the testimony, as a revelation made in or with my
men's souls, there was little R, seron to spirit considered as co-operating in the testimony. It
Christ, His death and living power, His sacrifice is not that my spirit says one thing, bears witness that
and intercession, and w/kere the work of the Holy |1 am a child of God ; and that the Spirit of God comes
Spirit in changing and guiding the heart was little | in by a_distinguishable process, with a separate t;]w;
mentioned. . The Gospel without these things was dence, to say Amen to my persuasion ; but el Et }?e
a Gospel in disguise, a Gospel with the Gospel | there is one testimony which has a conjoint origin

i i : origin from the Spirit of God as true source, and the
omitted from it, & Gospel which had no PoweE sy o:igin from my oven soul as the recipient and co-oper-

pass out of the region of the head into th? heart. ant in that testimony. From the teaching of this pass-
This dead system was ever strangely turning up, age or from any of the language which Scripture uses
sometimes allying itself with a supposed exag- | with regard to the inner witness, it is not to be inferred
gerated reverence for the outward forms of relig- | that there shall rise up in a Christian’s heart, from
ion, "but -more usually found where men had |some origin consciously beyond the sphere of his own
con'traoted their creed to the very narrowest | hature, a voice with which he has nothing to do ; which

o en . e : . at once, by its own character, by something peculigr
limits,'and taught & Christian morality indeed, and dis’tinyguishable about it, l’)y something strange in

but mth.ou.tmy.dthose helps which enabled us to its nature, or out of the ordinary course of human
live Christian lives.” thinking, shall certify itself to be not #7s voice at all,

A minister of long and varied experience made | but God's voice. That is not the direction in which
the remark to ‘me the other day, that so generally | you are to look for the witness of God’s Spirit. It is
i8 the office and 'work of the oly ‘Spirit ignored, | evidence borne, indeed, by the Spirit of God ; but it is
that many congregations might justly complain: — evideqce borne not only to our spirit, but_ through it,
‘““We have not 80 much as heard whether there [ % it. The testimony is one—the testimony of a

A1 " . man’s own emotion, and own conviction, and own de-
be anyHoly @host.” I have listened to Many | ;ire the cry, Abba, Father! So far, the’n, as the form

sermons on ‘the love of the Father, and the love of the evidence goes, you are not to look for it in any-
of the ‘Son, but never one on *“‘the love of the thing ecstatic, arbitrary, parted off from your own ex-
Spirit.” Yet is not this « the dispensation of the{ perience by a broad line of demarcation ; but you are
Spirit,” and does not the ““power” of the Gospel | to look into the experience which at first sight you
depend upon the Bpirit's influence ? wo(llxlc}i cfiaim mosttl eﬁclusxgely fgr your own, l?'nd to gr})]r
i . jo- [and find ‘out whether there be not working wit

. As the expression of deep and s Yon Y. your soul, working“through it, working beneath it,
tions, I would venture to say that I believe the )" - AT S - ’

; . . | distinct from it but not distinguishable from it by any
special and urgent nsed of the Church of Christ thing but its consequences and its fruitfulness—a
at this (as at every) time, is an earnest soul-pene- | deeper voice than yours—a “still small voice,” no
trating sense of #ie absoluse necessity of the Divine | whirlwind, nor fire, nor earthquake—but the voice of
influence of ' the Holy Spirit for the right leaching of | God speaking in secret, taking the voice and tones of
Christian ' truth and the right doing of Christian | your own heart and your own consciousness, and say-
work, whether #n or out of the pulpit, and of the Holy | "8 to you, Thou art my child, inasmuch as, operated

TN . by m race, and mine inspiration alone-there rises

Spirit’s éle.mng lo make that truth and work | )Y ™Y 8 4 : 3 ’
o 7 1 1

#Mal o spivitual ends. tremblingly but truly, in thine own soul the cry, Abba,

Father.

With special reference to the Mission and| So much, then, for the form of this evidence—my
Revival Services now 80 generally held in our own conyiqtion. Then with regard to the substance of
parishes, and ‘the promotion of piety in the Home |it : conviction of _what? The text itself does not tell
(and 16t it mnever be forgotten ~ the spiritial | US what is the evidence which the Spirit bears, and by

\ e X . reason of which we have a right. to conclude that we
Church " ought to exist both in the Sanctuary [, ¢ the children of God. The previous verse tells us.

and the Home{; I do not think too much attention |  haye partially anticipated what I have to say on that
can’ possibly be called to this vita) element of | point, but it will bear a little further ‘expansion. “Ye
have not received the spirit of bondage' again to fear ;
not respond to a few words of pastoral testimony | but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby
which 1 ‘extract from an unpublished Ilettey |We Cry, Abba, Father.” “ The Spirit itself,” by this
e oo dovoted William Pennefather :— | Means of our cry, Abba, Father, “ beareth witness
“We are hoping that ver shudh ‘pravir with our spirit, that we are the children of God. The
ping Y much prayer may substance, then, of the conviction which is lodged in
ascend to God for the fresh anointing of the Holy | the human spirit by the testimony of the Spirit of God
Ghost. Burely it is 245 which is our great want.

! is not primarily directed to our relations or feelings to
We have ‘many faithful preachers, and many | God, but to “a far grander thing than that—to God’s

enrnest Iabourers, and, various instrumentalitios feclings and relation to us. Now I want you to think
for the benefit of thosé"atound us; but the “fresh | for one moment, before I pass on, how entirely differ-
oil * Hroth ‘tHe sanctuary is too often lacking. «Q|®nt the whole aspect of this witness of the Spirit of
God," Thou' att my God, early will I seek Thee - whlch Christian men speak so much, and sometimes
my heart and my flesh ory out for the living God A with so little understanding, becomes according as you

: 3 : : ; regard it mistakenly as being the direct testimony to ou
“ Wheén God 'makes Himself manifest Inereation | that you are a child of God, or rightly as be%lng )t,he
what & sense there is of fresh power! How | direct testimony to you that God is your Father,

vigour and vitality appear as spring-time comes | things seem to be the same, but they are not. In the
on! Do not we want a springtime in the Church | One case, .the false case, the mistaken interpretation,
of Christ? ~Alas ! alas | there are so many dead | V€ are left to this, that a man has no deeper certainty
leaves of old phrases in prayer, and of old cere. of his conditibn, no better foundation for his hope, than
monies in" worship, that we can scarce find the
living presence of the Divine Comforter.

“May God give us more of His own blessed | Which is our own is second and not first

certain emotions within his own heart.

anointing, and work for Him will sz then be a trfue basis of all our confidence lies not in the thought | your hearts
0

toil.”

what we are and feel to God, but in the thought of

what God is and feels to us. And instead, therefore, | t

what is to be drawn from the presence or absence of ceived,”

. In the other whereb P
case, we are admitted into this “ wide place,” that al] Epistley o the Capirs Vathe.

So in the one text, the cry is regarded

|

of being left to labour for ourselves, painfully to search
amongst the dust and rubbish of our own hearts ;
we are taught to sweep away all that crumbled, rotten
surface, and to go down to the living rock that lies be-
neath it ; we are taught to say, in the words of the
book of Isaiah, “ Doubtless thou art our Father—we
are all an unclean thing ; our iniquitigs, like the wind,
have carrigd us away ;” there is nothing stable in us ;
our own re$olutions, they are swept away like the chaff
of the summer threshing-floor, by the first gust of temp-
tation ;—but what of that? “ 7n those is confinuance,
and we shall be saved!” Ah, brethren! expand. this
thought of the conviction that ‘God ismy ather, as
being the basis of all my confidence that [ am His

us up to the blessed old conyiction, [ am nothing, my
holiness is nothing, my resolutions are nothing, my

stripped, and barren, and naked of everything, and I
fling myself out of myself into the merciful arms of
my Father in heaven! There is all the difference in
the world between searching for evidence of my son-
ship, and seeking to get the conviction of God’s
fatherhood. The one is an endless, profitless, self-
tormenting task ; the other is the light and liberty, the
glorious liberty, of the children of God.

And so the swbstance of the Spirit’s evidence is the
direct conviction based ou the revelation of God’s in-

is my Father ; from which direct conviction I come to
the conclusion, the inference, the second thought,
Then I may trust that I am his son. But why? Be-
cause of anything in me? No : because of Him.
The very emblem of fatherhood and sonship might
teach us that ket depends upon the Father’s will and
the Father’s heart. The Spirit’s testimony has for
Jorm my own conviction : and for substance my hum-
ble cry, “Oh Thou, my Father in heaven ! Brethren,
is not that a far truer and nobler kind of thing to
preach than saying, Look into your own heart for
strange, extraordinary, distinguishable signs which
shall mark you out as God’s child—and which are
proved to be His Spirit’s, because they are separated
from the ordinary human consciousness? [s it not far
more blessed for us, and more honouring to Him who
works the sign, when we say, that it is to be found in
no out-of-rule miraculous evidence, but in the natural
(which is in reality supernatural) working of His Spirit
in the heart which is its recipient, breeding there the
conviction that God is my Father? And oh, if I am
speaking to any to whom that text, with all its light
and glory, has seemed to lift them up into an atmos-
phere too rare and a height too Jofty for their heavy
wings and unused feet, if I am'speaking to a Chris-

bim and flaming sword, bright and beautiful, but
threatening and repellent when it speaks of a Spirijt
that bears witness with our spirit—I ask you simply
to take the passage for yourself, and carefully and
patiently examine it, and see if it be not true what I
have been saying, that your trembling conviction—
sister and akin as it is to your deepest distrust and
sharpest sense of sin and unworthiness—that your
trembling conviction of alove mightier than your own
everlasting and all faithful, is indeed the selectest sign’
that God can give you that you are His child. Oh
brethren and sisters! be confident ; for it is not false
confidence : be confident if up from the depth of that
dark well of your own sinful heart there rises some-
times, through all the bitter waters, unpolluted and
Separate, a sweet conviction, forcing itself upward, that
God hath love in his heart, and God is my Fa’ther
Be confident “the Spirit itself beareth witness with
your spirit.”
And now, secondly, THAT CRY 1S NOT SIMPLY OURS
BUT IT IS THE VOICE OF Gop’s SPIRIT. Our own
convictions are ours because they are God’s.
souls possess these emotions of love and tender de-
sire going out to God—our own SPirits possess them :
but our own spirits did not originate them. They are
ours by property ; they are His by source. iri
of a Christian man has no good thought in
thought, no perception of the grace of God’s Gospel
no holy desire, no pure resolution, which is not stamp-,
ed with the sign of a higher origin, and is not the wit-
ness of God’s Spirit in his spirit. The Passage before
us tells us that the sense of fatherhood which is in the
Chrlstlan_’s.heart, and becomes his Cry, comes from
A This passage, and that in the Epistle to
€ Lralatians which 1s almost parallel, put this truth
very forcibly, when taken in connexion. . “Ye have re-
says the text before us, “the spirit of ado tion,
: t The variation in the
¢ to the Galatians is this: « Because ye are
, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into
» €7ying (the Spirit crying), Abba, Father.”
as the voice of
he same ‘cry ig

he believing heart ; and in the other t

child, into its widest and grandest form ; and it leads ,

faith is nothing, my energies are nothing ¢ I stand -8

finite love and fatherhood in Christ the Son, that God ~

tian man to whom this word has been-like the cheru=-




