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porirg.
A Dirge.

■r air. oioboe cbolt.
•* Earth to earth, and dust to deal !" 
Here the evil and the jwt,
Here the joothfnfand the old,
Here the fearful «ml the WH,
Here the matron and the mart.
In one nient bed are laid ;
Here the vernal and the king 
Side by aide lie withering;
Here the .word and «oepter reel,
“ Barth to earth, and dost to duet!"

Age on age shall roll along 
O’er this pale and eighty throng; 
Those that wept them, them that weep 
All «hall with them eleepen Bleep. 
Brother., niters, of the worm— 
Sommet?, sun, or Winter's rterm, 
Song of peace, or bettle’i roar,
Ne’er ihaU break thrir rimnbme men 
Death shall keep bis saHaa tree!,
•« Barth to earth, and duet to dust !"

But a day is coming fiat,
Earth, thy mightiest and Iky hilt 
It shall come in tear and wonder. 
Heralded bjr tramp and thundii ;
It shall come in strife and tell,
It shell come in blood and spoil,
It shall come in empires’ groans, 
Burning temples, trampled tbroom ; 
Then, Ambition, rue thy lmt I 
«< Earth to earth and dust to dust !"

Then shall come the Judgment sign, 
la the east the King shell shine ; 
Flashing from Heaven’s golden gate, 
Tbeemnd thousand, round his state, 
Spirits with the crown and plume : 
Tremble thin, thou sullen tomb I 
Heaven shall open an our sight,
Earth be turned te living fight, I 
Kingdoms of the renamed jaety /
“ Earth to earth, and duet to *ofl”

Then thy meant, Jerusalem,
Shall be gorgeous as a gem ;
Then .hall in the desert rise 
Fruits of more than Paradise ;
Earth by angel feet be trod,
Une great garden of her God !
Till are dried the martyr's tears 
Throogh a thousand glorious yearn.

Now m hope of Him we trust,
* Ear(d to earth, and dust to duet !"

Palatine ; the latter of which ie staled to 
hare snrvived the various revolutions of 
the Roman Empire, till the time of Pope 
Gregory the Great, in the end of the 6th 
century, whose mistaken zeal for Christiani
ty is said to have induced him to order all 
the writings of the ancient heathen authors 
is tbU’library to be destroyed. Other libra
ries were founded at Rome by various auc- 

weors of Augustus—1Tiberius, Vespasian, 
nd especially by Domftian—tbe last of 
Mch was destroyed by lightning in the 
iter end of the 2nd century. But the 

«oat superb of all tbe libraries founded by 
tbasovetrigae of Imperial Rome, was thm 
of fhe Emperor Ulntus Trsjan, from whom 
it wm called the Ulpian Library. There 
were also other public collectioas of boohs 
iu the principal cities and colonies of the 
Empire, and from the number of calcined 
volumes which here been excavated from 
tbe ruins of Hercohmeom sod Pompeii, it I 
appears that the use of books was well 
kaewa te the inhabitants of those buried 
cities of Italy. But the irruption of the 
barbarian* who desolated the Western 
Roman Empire was far more destructive to 
the interests of literature, than volcanoes or

vnloe ; while it farther enjoys a legal right, ! mense library was sold by auction, and has
-------- with ten other libraries in thé 1

.United Kingdom, of receiving a free copy 
of every work published in England. It 
appears by a Parliamentary return dated 
Match 19, 1847, that there were at that 
tana 169 persona officially engaged in the 
Mneeue, end that the annual salaries of its 
officers amount to about £21,000.

The Bodleian Library in Oxford was 
founded by Sir Thomas Bodley in the be
ginning of the 17th century. There we a 
University Library established there by 
Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester, about one 
hundred and fifty rears before, but it was 
entirely Blundered during tbe reign of Ed
ward VI., and the room continue'
until it wa. restored by the present ___ ,
He famished the Library with a numerous 
Sod choice collection of books, chiefly pur

in foreign coantriea at avast expense, 
and which hare since been greatly increased 
by the generous donations of «rent! noble
men aed other benefactors. The present 
edifice consists of three lofty and spacious 
rooms arranged in the form of the Roman 
letter H. It la richly supplied with tbe 
moat valuable works, and the Oriental MSS.

earthquake», and anon earned the disappear- in particular, are supposed to be the most
several een- rare and beautiful to be found in any Euro-aaoe of these libraries which for 

turiee had been multiplied in liai;

The Study of Bibliography.
A Lecture deliver'd before the Balji/ftrTmmf 

Aien t Chrietian Association, in Tempe- 
ante Hall, an Tuesday Eeening, Feb. 16
nr rniaiv. edmumd mxtvki*,a. *.

(Cone laded.)
Having thus briedy traced the early his

tory of printing, 1 shall new pieeeed te give 
some account of tbe moat celebrated Li bu
ries that bave been formed in different coun
tries, and at various periods in the history 
of the world.

The land of Egypt was famous free the 
earliest times for tbe successful cultivation 
of tbe Arts and Sciences, and accordingly it 
is mentioned in holy writ, wish the highest 
commendation, that “ Moses was learned Ie 
all the wisdom of the Egyptians." Here 
it was that tbe first public libraries were 
established for the diffusion of learning and 
philosophy among the civilized nation» of 
the earth. * .-sjkwi

The most magnificent library in the wadi 
in ancient times waa that founded by the 
Piolemies, Kings of Egypte fa the city of 
Alexandria, about 290 years before Christ. 
It was called the Museum, and it afterwards 
consisted of two buildings situated in dif
ferent parts of the city, the one being supple
mental to the other ; and U ie «aid that the 
collection of books in them both gradually 
increased to 700,000 volume». This vast 
collection continued for many agea in .ad 
its splendor, until the first Alexandrine 
war, when, daring the plunder of the dty, 
tbe original library was destroyed by fire.—* 
The other library still remained, and waa 
enriched by subsequent donations, eo that it 
finally surpassed the former one In the num
ber and raine of its books. At length, how
ever, A.D. 042, after various revolution» 
under the Roman emperors, it waa utterly 
destroyed by the Saracen», eader the eedaaa 
of the calif Omar, when they took pimaa 
sion of Alexandria. Tbie event forma a 
striking illustration of Mohammedan intol
erance. A petition had been presented to 
the conquerer for the preservation of the 
library. His answer wai 
the form of a logical dile 
books," he said, “ either agree with 
Koran, or they do’not. If they agree 
it, they are usnless, and need not be 
served, as tbe Koran ii sufficient 
do not agree with it, they are pernlciooa, and 
ought to be destroyed.” Accordingly, tbe 
sentence of destruction was executed with 
implicit obedience ; the volumes were 
buted among tbe 4000 baths of the 
and such was tbe quantity of this 
fuel, that six months were scarcely 
for its consumption. , ,

Now let us glance for a moment at fhe 
libraries of ancient Greece and Boeae.— 
Pisistratos, the Tyrant, ie said to have been 
the first who established » peblie library in 
Athens, about 562 year» beforei Christ-- 
Among other books, he deposited there the 
works of Homer, which be had collected 
with great difficulty and expense. This 
library was afterwards gradually 
by the Athenians themselves, aad 
through various vicissitudes in a fl 
state lor several ages. At one time it waa 
transported into Persia by Xerxea—but 
subsequently restored ; at another time the 
victorious Barbarians were on the point of 
settiug fire to it, when one of their own 
chiefs dissuaded them from the design by 
this profound observation, that as long ns 
the Greeks were addicted to the etedv of 
books, they would never apply theamelvaa 
to the study of arms.

As to the Romans, it was not till after 
they had accomplished the conquest of 
Greece, that a taste for tbe pursuits of litera
ture seems to have been diffused among 
them. Tbe first public library at Borne is 
said to have been founded by Pauloe Æmi* 
lias, 167 years before Christ, or, according 
to other authorities by Aaioiue Pollio,_up- 
wardi of 100 year» afterwards. The 
peror Augustus Casaar erected two p 
libraries at Rome, the Octovian aed the

i any .

The principal public library In Ireland ie 
that "of Trinity College, Dublin. It is a 
rrmarkable circumstance that its origin was 
owing to the liberality of the British army. 
In tbe year 1603, the Spanish troops were 
defeated by the English at Kinsale, and her 
Majesty’s army, to commemorate the victory, 
subscribed the earn off £1800 from the ar
rears et their pey to establish In the Univer-

quently
re encli 
there

beest of any great 
"" " i of Nova

be pre- 
If they 

ioas.and

plied tn Italy. Tbe 
however, neaped tbe

collections until the capture of these cities 
by the Sera news and the Talk», who finally 
wbverted the Renton Empila in ks East.
The tall ot Constantinople under Mahomet 
IL in the year 1458, was the occasion of 
dispeming the learned men of that city over 
Western Eerope, hot the Imperial Library,
Which led keen originally founded b> Con.
■tontine ithe Great, in the 4th century, ie 
■id to have been preserved by tbe express 
command of the Conqueror, though It ii 
believed to be now no longer in existence.

Descending to more modern times, we 
can only take a rapid survey of some of the 
great public Libraries of Europe in the pre
sent day.

Of these, the Vatican Library, at Rome, 
is tappoaed to be the most extensive of all 
existing collections. It was founded by 
Pope Nicolas V. about A.D. 1450. It was 
greatly enlarged by bixtus IV. about twenty 
years afterwardsjtat suffered an almost total 
dispersion at tbe sacking of Borne, m 1527.
Sixtus V. may b# properly regarded as the 
second founder of, the Vatican, as he rebuilt 
the library fa 1668, and considerably in- 

led tbe collection—which haa been 
tly enriched by bis successors. The

loseA in mmA w—B'
là no pompous display of 

in other grand repositories.—
The library is about 1000 feet fa length—a 
doable gallery of 200 feet, opening into ano- 

1 of 800, with various rooms, cabinets, 
ether apartments, form the appropriate 

receptacle of this immense collection.
Next to the Vatican, tbe Imperial Library 

at Paria te undoubtedly one of the largest and 
finest eolleetiooe ie the world. It is said to 
hove been eoaamenced by Charles VII. in the 
15th century, but it was greatly increased by 
successive kings of France, and especially 
by Louia XIV. Since that time, however, it 
has been vastly extended, and at tbe present 
day it is supposed Jo captain about 85,000 
MSS. and eOG.vOO printed hooka

The Imperial Library at Vienna Is one of 
the most celebrated in Europe for tbe rarity 
and splendor of its volumes. It was found
ed by tbe Emperor Maximilian I. in the 
year 1498, but the present building was 
erected in tbe reign of Charles Vl.aedoem- 
pleted in 1735—hod it is said that no libra- 
tj. In Europe c&n equal it in point of ele- 
gence end magnificence. * to sn.

Not much inferior, perhaps, to that of 
Vienna, in the value of ill contents, is the 
Royal,Library of Munich.
The tiboks are deposited in the 
merly belonging to the JeepiM, aed me the 
•oppression of that order, this betiding waa 
devoted to ita present eee, to the year 1784.
Dr. Dibdin, fa his » Bibliographies! To< 
thee refers te ibis Library. " They te|l me 
that there are at least half a hundred rooms 
filled by books and MSS. of one kinder
another—including duplicate»—-and that 
they suppose the library cootafaa nearer 4 
then 300,000 volumes. I scarcely heew 
hew to credit* this, although I can never far- 
get the apparently in terminable succession 
of apartments, in straight fines and in rectan
gular Knee, floor open floor, even to the very
summit, of the building, beneath the slanting-------- — -------- ,
reefs. It should seem as if every Mooes- early printing, * it does not eoetam a sin-

"gfa volume of the 15th century, and only 
one English book of the 16ik eeatnry—while 
several standard works of great importance 
are atiB wanting in all clames of literature. 
However, it in hoped that seme ef 
defects will gradually he «applied to 
•ears, as there is now a feed set apart for 
thh purchase el additional hooka, «ccordtog 
to the résolut»» of the Committee of the 
Ala ami weed in Jaae 1857,aed expressed 
In the following terms: “Year Committee 
have ananimonsly recommended to tbe Oen- 
end Meeting to grant the sum of -£50 for 
the purchase of modern work» in the various 
deesgtments of literal ere and science, under 
the direction ef the Executive Committee, 
the aame to be pieced in the Library of 
King’s College.”

It would be eadleea to enter into » parti
cular account ef tbe greet private libraries 
of England in peat and present times, some 
of which are even mere extensive and vala- 
able than many ef the old peblie collections 
ef the country. Bet they eee ecareely be 
considered as ef permanent interest, as it is 
generally their late to be disponed « the 
course of a few years, at the death of their 
owners, or under other circumstances. One 
of the finest private collections of books ana 
MSS. ever formed in England was that of 
Robert Harley, Earl ef Oxford, in the be
ginning of tbe last century. After hie

been dispersed ever all the world. It 
not, indeed, confined to one place or one 
country ; he hid several eolleetiooe, both in 
England and on the Continent Altogether 
his library ie said to have com ai aed about 
180.000 vofa, and to have coat him about 
£100,000. The love of book* appears to 
have been tbe rnfinr passion of his life from 
his earliest years. He commenced forming a 
library is hie eighth year, and « that early 
age he compiled n catalogue ef hie hooka ; 
and frees that period to the cl we of life he 
paraoed the same object with the meet 
veriog assiduity. Probably, however, the 
most valuable private collection of books fa 
England « the present day ie that of Earl 
Spencer, « Ahborp Pork, Northampton
shire. It ie porticeinrly rich fa its BibMeal 
•nd CUtoleal departments, in which it ie 
distinguished for tbe number of ancient, 
rare, and beautiful editions. It ie laid, in
deed, to be the richest private collection in 
Europe i and a descriptive catalogue of a 
select portion ef its contents was compiled 
by one of the most eminent English Btbtio- 
graphere, the fats Rev. Dr. Dibdin, and 
published in 7 veto Imp. 8vo., London 
1814-23.

But the taste for the collection of rare 
and valuable book*, however laudable in it
self, is undoubtedly one which may be in
dulged to eeosto, and in each esse it really

much daw and awney are often lost in the 
pnrdmen end study ef inferior works, which 
do not contain the requisite amount ef in
formation ; and 2nd., the beet editions of 
those books, « there. » often the great art 
difference in point ef value and matter, be
tween the different editions of the seme 
book, and to be able rightly to judge on 
these two points, requires a very extensive 
and accurate knowledge of books and au
thors. I find, however, on consideration 
that as I hare already occupied year time eo 
lug, it would he quite imposable far me to 
de justice to this subject on the present oe- 
easion, and besides it would practically beef 
Kltle eee, as the books recommended are net 
generally to be had in this country. Our 
Booksellers are not prepared to undertake 
the risk ef (reporting expensive works, 
which are not likely to meet with a profitable 
sale, and as it is a general principle in all 
branches of commerce, that the supply is re
gulated by the demand, it ie not to bo ex
pected thif on? Book Stores will be supplied 
with valuable standard works till the public 

“ more cultivated taste to

tery el some distance, and with a light heart distort ions, as almost deter * great many 
I ret ont, accompanied by a sergeant. The , readers from trying to put the perla together, 
path we pursued led in some places over By whom tbie hep-hazard work was done, 
rock* and craggy eminences which overhung it "is of no ose now to inquire. Nothing of 
the eee ; to many pert» tbe glassy ice and the kind is to be fimed in the eng mal Scrip- 
slippery enow presented n treacherous foot- ' hires. Nevertheless, it will be the reader’s 
ing, end the enppotting rail, at no time own fault, if he is thereby deterred from 
superfluous bet new out of repair, seemed, rending the Books carefully through, one «

in Bavaria.— 
^ College for-

gui» had far the

ton ihrrttg1—* Bavaria had 
of its book-treasures, to be poured into tbie 

•wrefaf11 1m»,- 1 !
would faH me to attempt any 

„ of the other great European 
on the Continent—three of Gottin- 

Dresden, Berlin, Cepenba- 
Petersborg, all of them distfa- 

extent and value ef their
„ _____ I meet, however, wy a fart
word» about the Bibliographical repositories 
ef Old England—confining myself to two 
of them, the British Museum in London, 
and tbe Bodleian Library in Oxford.

Tbe British Museum is the public pro
perty of thu British Dation; and it has been 
farmed chiefly by the munificent grants of 
Parliament for tbe purchase of great collec
tions, by rwyal donations, and by numerous 
valuable bequests of private individuals. It 
was commenced in the year 1753, and the 
plan ef a public establishment of this kind 
was first suggested by the will of Sir Hans 
Sleane, an eminent physician, who had ac
cumulated a very large collection of natural 
sod artificial curiosities, together with un 
extensive and valuable library. He was 

that his sumptuous museum, 
hich bed cost him upwards of £50,000, 

should, It possible, be preserved entire,.and 
■ermanentiy dedicated to public benefit ; and 
SritTthia view he directed that the wboteof 
hi. collection should be offered to Purh,-
___ a fûr th6 moderate sum of £20,000,
Shlch was immediately ueespted. Tbe first 
important addition to it.
Royal Library of Books and MSS. which 
bad been'collected by the pr**d™g Scve- 
reign, of England, from Henry VU. toW.1-
Item IH, and which was Kile
11. fa 1757. la the year 1823 tim "oMe 
private library of George 111., eoosw”? " 
about 65,000 vote, (which had eo* the King 
about £200,000), sere presented to the na
tion by George IV., and deposited in the 
British Museum. It also contain» the Cot- 
ton ten, Harleten, Lanedowne, and other ool- 
tocttOM nf MBS., all of which aw of imreawn

sity of Dublin n public libraiy. “And ft is 
remarkable,” (wye Dr. Parr, fa 

his life of Archbishop Ussher,) *• that when 
the Trustees were in London about tbe lay- 
ing out this money fa books, they then met 
Sir Thomas Bodley there, boy ing books for 
his new erected library at Oxford, so that 
there began a correspondence between them 
oa this occasion, helping each other to pro
cure the choicest and best books on several 
•objects that could be gotten, so that the 

Bodleiaa Library at Oxford, and 
that of Dahlia, began together.” The pri
vate library of Archbishop Ussher, consist
ing of 10,000 vols^ with many reliable 
MSS. was the first important donation 
which the library received, since which time 
it has been continually increasing, and now 
contâtes about 1600 MSS. and 180,000 
printed books. The present building is a 
very handsome structure of hewn stone, with 
a rich Corinthian entablature. sarroim.t-x
«tu. » w-i-..-—i.. x.----—rapleted in tbe
year 1788," having been twenty years in 
wilding. The great room itselt is 210 feel 
fa length, 41 fan! fa breadth, and 40 feet in 
height, and is fitted up in a very elegant 
and appropriate style of decoration 

I tear that we
literary collection in the Province 
Scotin, bet I believe it will be generally ad- 
milted that the. beet establishment of ibis 
kind lathe library ef King’s College, Wind- 

It waa founded at the beginning of the 
resent century, and appears to have been 

rormed partly by purchase, bat chiefly by 
donations, the most valuable of which was 
presented a few years ego by tbe University 

" Oxford. Among the “ Memoranda ” of 
tbe tele Bishop Ingiis it is stated that “in 
the latter end of the year 1800 he sailed for 
England, having been entrusted by the 
Governors of the College with the contribu
tions of themselves and a few tuber friends 

the Institotiw, to tbe amount of £250, 
for the purchase of books as a foundation for 

library for the College.’’ He states again 
that “ Books to the amount of more than 
five times the sum originally subscribed 
were collected and forwarded*!» Nova Sco- 

and he farther adds, that the Cornua
mittee formed fa Eegiaod “continued their 
aeelous and successful exertions to increase 
the library asid ite fund, until they procured 
e large addition to the books, and £400 in 
money." Tbe present collection consists of 
•bout 4,700 vole, in Theological, Cbmeical, 
Scientific, and General Literature. It con
tains some of the meet valuable works fa 
these departments, to well as several of the 
moat splendid productions of the modern 
English press. Still, however, there is 
mods need ef • judicious selection of other 
tacks, which are usually found to tbe library 
of a learned institution. The collection 
dew net include any ancient M6S. what- 

It U almast entirely deficient in rare 
i bonks, w well as specimens of

£13,000—though it appears that Lord Ox
ford expended £18.000 on the binding only 
of • part of his magnificent collection. A 
—.iLpa» of thaw MSS. (which are now in 
the British Museum) has been published io
4 vote. fbL, London 1808-12,and a catalogue 
of the books, which was chiefly drawn up 
by the famous Dr. Johnson, ww printed ie
5 yola. 8vo, Leedon 1743 45. But thu 
collection has been greatly exreeded in the

century b, the late Richard Haber, 
’ the well-known Bishop of
4M in 188$, and hM to-

prisant century I 
Esq. (brother of
Cakstte), whe i

becomes a mental disease, which -has receiv
ed the well undereteed name of the " Biblio
mania." This pamion for old and rare 
books has now to a ,
England, and books 
now frequently be procured at less 
tenth pert of the price foe which they were 
sold about forty or fifty yeers ago, when the 
Bibliomania was et ita height. Never, per
haps, was there an occasion on whieh such 
high prices were given for scarce books as 
at the sale of the Roxburghe Library, in 
London, to the year 1812. Tbi* valuable 
collection was the property of John, Duke 
of Roxbeeghe, who had expended 
£5,000 In the purchase of hie book», which 
were sold by auction idler bis death, dot ing 
forty-six days’ sale, for £23,397 10s. fid. 
But there was one book at tbie sale which 
excited an extraordinary competition 
among the literary noblemen ef the day. 
It was an Italian work—n single volume in 
folio—the first edition of Boccaccio’» De
cameron, printed AI "Venice fa 1471, and 
it derives its peculiar value from the cir
cumstance that it te the only perfect copy 
of this edition knowwto ho in existence. It 
was originally purdfatod by an anoreter of
and alter a sp _ 
knocked down to the Marquis of Bkadfard 
for the enormous rate of £1,260. This was 
the largest Mm that ever wee given for any 
book or MS. in the annate ef literary his
tory, and yet it Ie e ewtow fact that this 
identical volume was sold seven years after- 
wards for 918 150. at g lorn of £1,341 5a. 
Next to this hook, sofa# of the end/ produc
tions of the English prose, printed T»y Csx- 
ton, brought the highest priera at this sale. 
Thus the work on the “ Histories of Troy " 
supposed to be the flrot hook printed in the 
English langoege, in 1471, was purchased 
by the Duke of Devewhire for £1060 18s. 
- “Mirror of th7w«

are disposed by a m< 
judge for themselves, and, by a morejliberal 
encouragement, to appreciate the value ef 
inch Works, and, in the mean time, those 
who are determined to form a really good 
library have no aHemetive but to import 
their books direct from England, by making 
their selection» from the extenaive stock of 
some respectable Bookseller in 
where the best end cheapest of all articles 
•te to be obtsdned. After all, however, it ie 
the observation of the wise man, that “ Of 
making many books there b no end,and much 
study is a weariness of the flesh the truth 

that human life b really too short to at
tain to a berfect knowledge of nil the vari
ée» branches of study, and therefore it ie de
sirable to concentrate tbe energies ot the 
mind, as ranch as possible, on one great 
practical object. It b not eo much the quan
tity as the quality of rending that forms the 

*iect of -

to threaten the incantious passenger, that 
one false step would precipitate him into tbe 
wav* beneath, and launch an immortal soul 
into the ocean of eternity. What an aw
ful thought, that such might have been the 
fate of my companion 1 Perhaps to this 
hour he might be living without God in tbe 
world ; or, Felix-like, be deferring serious

a time.
Ner, if be would he well instructed into 

the ” things of the K tend am,” meet be stop 
here. He *uet “ search the Seripteree.”— 
He meat study the Word ef God, te Irani 
w hat is “ the mind of ths Spirit,” with re» 
gard both to the doctrines and dettes ef reK-

______ „ _____  gion. Where anything b hard to be under-
suppoaad • more convenient i stood, instead nf rejecting it, he meet ca
not tbe forbearing mercy ami' deavoar to get tbe true meaning, by com- 

; of a gracious Providence up- paring Scripture with Scripture. Other 
1 His 1 arm unseen’ conveyed helps may be resorted to, but the Bible b 
this occasion what a pang of ite own interprété/ Who, that haa been 

sorrow would have pierced my heart to think at first perplexed by obscure passages, his 
he was lest forever ! Alto ! how would 1 not also been agreeably surprised to find, in 
consonnes, that silent monitor, bnve brought ; turning to other parallel texts, how much 
to remembrance the many opportunities 1, light they reflect upon each other ? Tbe 
have let pass of earnestly and affectionately , further this method of studying the Bible is

’ pursued, tbe fewer difficulties will be left to

him

The
1480, sold for £351 
works of Caxton 
is curious to compel

orld," printed in 
15s., and two other 
l for £336 each. It 
toeq prices with those 

given for Caxton’i how at the sale of Dr. 
Bernard’s library to T$96. Thus, fur in
stance, tbe first of fates, which sold for 
£1060 18s. in 1812, brought only 3s. in 
1698. At that sale (here were thirteen 
Caxtons on the lift,

proper sutyect of intellectual 
It must not be forgotten, too, that the pro
cess of assimilation b continually going on 
between eyery human being and all others 
with whom be associates, not only among 

living companions on earth, but also 
ong the illustrious dead with whom he 
verses to those imperishable monuments 

of thefaselves which they have left behind 
in theft published work*. This ie especial 
ly true with regard to the diligent «tody 
of the Holy Scriptures, in a spirit of 
humility and prayer. We there converse, 

only with ths best and wisest men

glory of tbe Lord we are changed with the 
same image ;• and tbe mere we live on those 
glorious premise», and walk according to 
those holy precept», the more deeply

our own experience the truth of 
the language of the pioto Bishop Horne, 
fa hb comparison ef the most admired he- 
man compositions with the divine Psalms of 
DevM, “ Thé fairest production of homen 
wit, after a few perusals, like gathered 
flowers, wither in our hands, and lose their 
fnyaney ; but these unfading plants of Para
dise become, as we are accustomed to them, 
Rill more end more beautiful—their bloom 
appears to be daily heightened, fresh odors 
are emitted, and new sweets extracted from 
them. He who hath once tasted tbeir ex
cellencies will desire to taste them yet again, 
and he who tastes them oftenest will relish 
them best." E- M.

Religious ittisceUang.

given for any of these 
1812, among eleven
price given for an imperfect copy of one 
of them was £31. On the former occa
sion the whole thirteen volâmes sold for 
£2 Is. 4d ; on the latter, the eleven volumes 
sold for £2,736 4s. So Wonderfully was the 
taste for old English literature revived in 
the 19th Century, and so perfectly arbitrary 
are the prices of old hooka, as depending 
entirely on the publie demand for them! 
Thus our English Prayer Book, which wag 
first printed in 1549, 
by authority of the Kii 
and the edition of "*
Io the present day it b extremely difficult 
to procure a perfect copy of either of these 
books at any price. At the sale of the late 
Duke of Sussex’s library there was an im
perfect copy of each of them, which sold for 

e than 30 guinea* each, and at the same 
«ale there was a perfect copy of tbe Prayer 
Book of 1558, a email 18mo^ whieh aold 
for 100 pine*. It la well known that the 
Prayer Book nndeiwmt some further revi- 

in 1604 and to 1662, betides which 
there was • special edition, called tbe Scotch 
Liturgy, published fa 1637, and yet it b ra
ther extraordinary that ths original edition» 
are now so excessively tare that there b no 
public or private library whatever which 
contains a complete set of these six volâmes. 
However, thb defect has been fa some de
gree supplied by a beautiful foc-eimifo re
print of them all in exact imitation of the 
originals, which has been published In the 

splendid manner by the late Mr. Pick
ering, of London, in the year 1844. There 
b nearly the same difficulty fa obtaining a 
perfect copy of one of the eld Englbh Bibles 
of the 16th' century, and especially of Co- 
verdale’a, or the first English Bibles printed 
io 1535. Indeed there b only one copy io 
tbe wdrld which contains a perfect and en
tire title-page- Thb predoos volume b the 
property of the Earl of Leicester, and it ie 
■id to have been discovered so lately to in 
the year 1846, coaeealad fa an old oak ebest 
at the Barfs mansion ia Norfolk. There 
b, however, a modem reprint ef thb Bible, 
retaining the wlfogapw nf *• original 
English text, published a tew year» ago by 

, of London, who are w well 
known for tbeir numerous Biblical publica
tions in various languages. Such works, 
independently of tbebtotmtal value ««1 
critical imports nee, meet always be 
ed, from their historical character, ape bal 
towed associations, as interesting and affect
ing memorials of the Protestant Reforma
tion in England. ....

It was my Intention to have included 
In thb Lecture a list of books, and of 
tbe best editions ef them, whieh are most 
highly recommended to the* whe are 
engaged in • general course ef fltij }■ *• 
various departments of haman knowledge.

it b of great importance to’he well 
acquainted with the* twe peint». 1st The 
................................—* m BfiJ

ffi^hiffa The Father of Hedley Vicars.
I, the lowest A correspondent nf the Western Eplseo» 

lisa, “ Sense,” famishes the fellowiag ac
count ef the father e< the fine young officer 
whose memoir lias fately excited eo 
interest

Hetties wee the aen ef Lieut. B. Vicars, 
of tbe British artillery, Rationed to St. 
John’s, Newfoundland, in 1816, awl some 
few following year* In 1818,1 think, he 
married the dang bier of Thomas W il Items, 
Esq., a very lovely yutotg fatty, whe* 
mother ww devotedly pious, aad of very
superior ( _ .. 
officer of fins peace and of graceful mam 
ners, bet of the meat earnest piety. When 
or how he becanac eo, 1 ass not prepared to 
say. Finding little sympathy with hie re
ligions view»and feeling* among the church
goers « that daw, he «ought cooperation
with earn# ef the mere intelligeot ef “ 
Wesleyan mbtinnarw 

By (heir joiet 
soldiers became the aatgecte of renewing 
grace. ^

cation ie Ita pulpit ef Ita Wwteyma chapel 
fa bb regimentals, and preaching with en 

teem that drew team from every eye» 
It b preeeat to my rocallsetbe alee, that fa 
hb seul be to expwed tbe infidelity of me 
ef the batting minds to the city, as to in
volve himself fa a lawsuit far an alleged li
bel on Ita nhcrecter ef a distinguished citi
zen, Dr. C., in whieh the Christian soldier 
pleaded hb own cause, aad I think woe it. 
Thirty year* have passed away since then, 
dnriug whieh the meesoin of Hedley fur
nished the Church with another beautiful 
illustration of the power of Chrétien faith, 
of parental example even under the unfa
vorable influence of a military life.

The Christianity of the father waa a very 
exact type of the son’s ; U was not only el

and practical, hot eminently a life 
in the seal, of. which a publbhed 

Muuphlet of a portion of hb diary, end of 
the soldiers in Newfound

land, whieh I possess, famish ample evi
dence. Take the following specimen ;

“ I think it a grevions tin we often com
mit unawares, indulging a peevish, dboon- 

1 ' fault, as ittemper, and finding 
with God about the t of hb

; were.

ttar, not epoeidering that tail, snow, vapor, 
aed stormy wind til fulfil hb word. Be-

___of tbb, O my soul! thou profesaest to
trust Him in the greatest concern*, even for 
thy salvation, why not thee fa the least ?— 
By the grace of God thb flue weather was 
in aome degree sanctified to me ; the tele 
rtorms, and cheerless density of the atmos
phere, by contrast, endeared the bright 
asore of tbe vaulted heavens, and tbe meri
dian splendor of the greet orb of day—ell 
nature seemed to animate mV soul to soar 
aloft as on eagles’ wings, and humbly join 
in praising the almighty Arehitort. O may
the rays of thb love oensttmtiy shine upon 
me! 1 tad ooontiM tu pflttttffij tente*

beseeching him to seek tbe things that make 
for everlasting peace ! How bitterly should 
I hare secoséd myself for my sinful negli
gence in exhorting him to • flee from the 
wrath to come !’ And how many dear 
friends and acquaintances have I whom I 
would wish to serve, and do soy thing to 
oblige, sud yet conscience telb me I am not 
clear of their blood if they die without any 
more religion than they have st present !— 
I wbh to beseech them, with kind importu
nity, to ‘ seek the one thing needful,’ yet oft
en the faint attempt dies upon my lips ; a 
selfish fear of dbpleasing them tempts me 
to hurt my own conscience and do them a 
real injury! O my aonl, what a slave art 
thou to shame ! Tib fatal rock, how often 
have 1 slept upon It ! Be ashamed of this 
cowardly self-love, and pray for grace to 
dear thyself, and to tell them, whethei they 
will hear or whether they will forbear, that 
the Lord Jesus «tut reign triumphant 
Sovereign in their hearts here or they can 
never meet him with joy at hb second com
ing. Let me lose no opportunity, but al
ways be doing or saying something, late and 
early, for the good of souls, as I know not 
which word may prosper, thb or that.”

How to Study the Word of God.
nr ner. dr. Howraaar.

If all Ncrlpture b given by im iration of 
for ro

ll an scripture is given by inspira
$801, MpyWSWf &&&?'•

cannot be too devoutly 
The remarks which I am 

offer are not far the learned, but 
common readers of the received 

The great ate of the 
study the original Greek aad 

They must read the Word of 
God “ iu their own tongues, wherein they 

tara,"
There are many Bible readers who do 
« knew taw to read it to the best adven- 

Several methods may be adopted, 
each of which has its advantages, but not to 
the exclusion of others.

Tbe Bible may be read through in course, 
»o many chapters in a day from Genesis to 
iter*fallen. It ought to be read through 

early, by the children of every family ; 
once a year, ever thereafter, is not too 

often. It would give such a familiar know
ledge of its contents that the careful trader 
would ta able at once to turn to almost any 
passage without tbe help of a concordance ; 
and to thb end we should always use the 
Rune Bible, as we are often very much 
helped by recollecting just where, on the 
pegs the ptetege we wanted ii to be found.

But these dally Bible readings, fa course, 
aad spending no more time upon one part 

r, are not enough. Some thing» 
much harder to be understood than 

others. The historical Books of the Old 
Testa aient, for example, raryr be passed 
over orach more rapidly than the Epistles 
ef the New. The right understanding of 
the cardinal doctrines of the Bible requites 
ïiafie. .* w anile*» s luyn ui i *

Another, end a very profitable way of 
sding the Scripture, is to lake up a Gos

pel or an*Epistle, and Tend it carefully

scope ef the waiter. Tbb, 1 believe, is 
scarcely ever 4mc by common readme. I 

ee there nw many whe, though they
____ _________ the BtMe every Say, never yet eat

laboring fa the ie* down to reed one of the Gospels, or the 
itaes many of the ^eu et the A port Ice, or one of the 

Epbtlee through, m they do other 
AH their wading b desultory—a chapter 

ed a chapter there—without much 
to the connection. Hence, though 

they any study hoisted passage*, and he 
able to quote them, they get no comprehen
sive views ef Ita mum drift of the history or 

imeok What proportion of profee- 
religion, even, spend much time in 

such continuous reading of the Sacred Books' 
If uey should offer the excuse that they 

I tie* for it, they must allow us to 
them a little. Do they not find 

to read forty or fifty pages of bbtory, 
or a long article in some favorite Quarterly, 
without rising from tbeir seats ? The long
est Books in the New Testament can be 
reed through, deliberately, fa two or three 
boors. The Epistle* will not, upon an 
everage, require half that time. Many

taüta!

spend more time, every day, in reading the 
•scalar newspapers, Men it would take to 
read ttawhole ef the Gospel of John, or the

But hem, lei see say, I have1 no doubt 
that whole books of Scripture would be read 
through, mech oftener than they are, iljthey 
were printed as other " books are. It b 
known to every one, who has paid the 
elighteet attention te the subrêct, that the di- 
rieions and sub-diviaioae ‘throughout the 
whole Sacred Vclraw era extremely arbi
trary. In numberless eases the divbioos into 
chapters are made without any regard to the 
natural transition from one topic to another. 
The eta pier leaves off abruptly, without any 
conceivable reason, just where you expected 

sore to carry out the argument 
It begins as abruptly in the midst of a 

The subdivisions of chapters into 
•till more arbitrary. Sentences 

Into fragments, as it were, or 
ir into verses, which ought to 

have been kept separate, as to deprive them 
ef half tbeir force. Instead of presenting to 

a symmetrical articulation of joints 
I m tffru such violent

solve. The great reason why ee many per
sons, who are ever learning, are never able 
to come to Ita knowledge ot the truth, is 
that they rest upon insulated texts, without 
taking the trouble to inquire bow far they 
agree with other text*, and with the general 
scope of tbe Bible. I repeat, that the Word 
of God must be studied and compared with 
itself, or it will Barer be rightly understood. 
As the richest pearls are brought up by the 
deepest diving, eo, to bring out some of the 
most precious truths of the Scriptures, we 
must go down into the mine. We must 
search for wisdom to for silver, and dig for 
it ss for hid treasure.

I would not condemn the use of concor
dances and marginal reference* as helps, but 
the best way te to g« the Bibb so much by 
besrt that we can readily torn te sny pas
sage we want to find without tbeir aid.— 
They may be sparingly used to good advan
tage, but, the more you depend upon them, 
tbe more you will, end the lees familiar will 
your knowledge ef the Sacred Oracles be.
It were better, in most cm*, to-eeecb a good 
while, upon tbe sacred pege itself, for what 
you want, than to ask Cruden where you 
can find it. Here, as well as everywhere, 
the mere you rely upon your own memory, 
tbe better it wilt serve yon.

About the we of commentaries I here 
only room left for • word or two. They are 
not to be rejected, as of no advantage, iu
fM* Al» K9--
fore referring to them for the meaning of a 
passage, it should be studied patiently, in its 
connection. To take the opposite coarse— 
to ask Henry, or Scott, what the tree mean
ing may ta, b very attrch like studying sny 
Greek oe Latin elaeeie with a Herniation, 
and constantly referring to it, instead of 
•tadying the text itself. As such a student 
will never make an accurate scholar, no 
more will he who depends upon en exposi
tor le save him the troeble #f finding out the 
meaning himself, gate a thorough aad fa
miliar knowledge of the Scripture». It b 
searching tbe commentator, and not tbe 
Bible.

Bet, after all, read and study tbe Word 
of God as we will, we shell never under- 
stand it wilbeel the leeching of tbe Holy 
Spirit shining upon the stored pegs ; end 
that we may not expect without habitual 

tbe needed aid. God delights lo 
retain g aad studying His 

Word, and we bave flsa meet abundant as- 
euranoee that lie will tench naif Re ask 
light from above. “ If any man lack wis
dom, let him ask of God, who giveth onto 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not.V- 
May we all * read end understand, end 
obey the ticriptaeae, * to he wise unto ash , 

through Miwtifitotitm of the Spirit, 
and belief of the truth.—N. T. UatngeUti.

prayer for I
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tttligiotw intelligence. $«■'

Africa, Aile, America. *■

The greaf wofk of gospel propeàatïou, 
which to tlm tie* nf Wrtlltotton and reff- 

tapefeHy taery ttra. From 
'VKitaHVRMM w rmigwme 

ffitotelli.

srSî
«ta great Af

rican traveller, Dr. Ittvusgstooe, have turn
ed tbe attentien of the Chrietian. world, both 
in Eerope and Amerioz, with renewed in
terest to Africa. The whole country through 
which Dr. Livingstone travelled, the more 
•omise» part ol ita sautfamt, to wpwssnt- 
ed as one ef rate fertility and Meowrees, 
teeming with population, and every where 
open to the introduction ef tibrirtienity, 
civilization and commerce. Dr. Barth bad 
previously penetrated end explored North
ern Central Africa, to within ten degrees of 
the equator. The country appeared a most 
inviting field for the labors of the mission
ary. Considerable Christian progress b 
being made from the direction of Liberia, 
which every day become» more and more 
promising, as the point of approach chosen 
by Providence to reach and Christianize 
Africa. Beverly R. Wilson, a colored mb- 
eionary, stationed at Sinon, communicated 
most cheering Intelligence as to the univer
sal desire of tbe interior tribes, to have 
schools and missions established among 
them. Messengers, he says, ere flocking to 
the Christisn settlements, commissioned by 
kings and head men, imploring that teachers 
of tiie Gospel may be sent to them. The 
Missions of the Methodist Episcopal and 
Baptist Societies in Liberia, and along ;he 
coast, are til enjoying great prosperity.

The recent death of Mrs. Harriet M. 
Hamlin, well known to many in this coun
try, is a loss severely feh by the Turtitk 
and Northern American Miwioe, in connes- 
tion with the latter ef which she died. For 
twelve years she performed a most impor
tant work, distinguished by great practical 
wisdom and fervency of spirit. Her influ
ence was blessed to the souls of many, whom 
she will again meet in Heaven.

In China the Gospel slowly advances.— 
No people oo earth seem lew susceptible to 
Christian influence than thb ■rarerous and 

Bayard Tbytoe, the tra
ita* * the mort deprav- 

ef races. Still the work of 
Itam b not

r. Dwty wiiW I
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