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Christ in the Gospels, frrquenny’
compares man's life on earth to a |
{rae that bears fruif, and it is to he!
poted that man must briog forth |
some sort of fruit. This follows \
from the fact that he is & free being, ‘
and, acting rationally, his works will
be good or bad frcm & moral stacd
point. Were man merely poiscescd |
of an instinct like the animale, he |
would not bs accountable for his
acte. But, coneidering him as he is,
every ach, thought and word ie some
sor? of fruit. Chriet gives us n meane
of judging the fruits of cur life. It
we are good, the fruits borne by us |
will be good ; if evil, then the fruits
of our life also will be evil., This is
not always apparent to men, for |
hypocrites and deceivers cfien per
form works apparently of great
merit, But Christ eays it will bs
evident some day, for He fells us
that we can diecover falee prophets
by the fruite which follow from their
hypccritioal acts.

Thie consideration of the fruite we
produce in our lives and the subse
quent, if not immediate, revelation
of their nature, should seriously
occupy ue. After all, our lite on |
earth is only the beginning of a fuller
lifte which is to come to ue. This
fuller life will be either one of |
efternal happiness or c¢f eternal |
misery. Now, which it will be|
depende upon the frull we besr |
during the days of our mortal exist
ence,

In the more or lesg ignorant state
in which humanity has been lefd!
since the fall of Adam and Eve, often |
we are liable to become blinded to
the true nature of the works of our
lite, There is alse the arch-deceiver
of mankind, who can changs himeelf |
into an angel of light and deceive us |
in cur opinion of the fruits of our
lives. So it is necessary for us to be

n of the true nature of the

we bear. Otherwise we may
blindly p2ss along in life, performing
works which we judge to be good,
but which in reality are evil, Christ
gives us the key to passiog the right
judgment on ounr worke. He says
that if we are virtuous, the fruits of
our life will be good ; but if we are |
wicked, then the fruits yroduced by ‘
us will be evil. |

But how are we to find ouU
whether we are good or bad ? Ordi
nary meane for doing o are at hand.
Are we Christians in the full sense ot
the word ? Are we honestly endeav-
oring to carry out the mandates of |

Christ? If we can fruthfully answer |
before God that we are ns'm our |
beet efforts to lead a good Christian
lite, then we can have a moral oer- |
teinty that we are producing gu.d
fruits ; greater assurance than thia
we can nob have in life, |

But how do we becomse a good cor a |
bad ftree, in the gense in which
Christ speaks? Certainly we are not
bad by nature, even though the
effecte of original injustice remain |
within us, Neither does God intend |
good and bad trees to exist together
in the world. His will is that all
men be saved; and in order to be |
saved, a man ust under |
the influence of grace, works worthy |
of eternal life. In other words, Go
wills all men to ba good. The fact
i, however, that the wicked continue
in the world as well as the good.

reasong for the existence of
theee two claseses are plain enocugh.
The resson why some are wicked is
neglect of God's grace nnd a yielding 1
to paeeions ; the reason why others |
ore good is because they nsrtifyl
their passions and come, by various
meang, under the influence of divine
grace.

1t is well for all of us to ask our-
selves what course we are now pur
gning. No doubt we shall be inclined
to think that we are leading a life of
righteouenees, or, at leaet, that we
are doing our best to that end, It is
human fo think thue. Bub it will
belp us to form a true opinion of
ourselves if we take a retrospective
glance and compare our present
moral condition with what it was a
year or two ago, or even further
back., Are we better now than we
were then ? Have we fewer evil
habits, whether great or emall, than
we bad at that time ? The one who
has really improved, who has con-
quered some of the habits that
existed in his soul, is indeed a good
tree and is bearing good fruit. But
wha must be eaid of the one who is
no better, though no worse, and has
eradicated none of his former habite?
True, he may be good, but unless a
change comes for the betler—even
though it be only in the smallest
degree—he is in great danger of a
gradual decay. God wants us fto
progregs toward virtue. Nay, even
nature is 8o formed that if it is not
continually subdued, it will be the
gonqueror.

It ie principally due to the absence
of a true knowledge of one's moral
condition that a fall from grace
occurs. And this lack of knowledgse
of our real condition results, gener
ally, from the absence of meditation
in our livee. How much we can
learn in this reepect from the saints !
Their life wae one of continuous
meaditation. They never ceased to
think on God, and on the dangers
begetting them. Even in the midet

patione of the most abeorbing

ey never allowed the fore.
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'kept them so themselves, aided by
| God's grace.

| him consider it a foreboding of eplr

nobl remain
| ished with new, good food.

| muet be, what are the prospects for
| the harvest time,
| our lives will be gathered ?

| ourselvee.

| achieved,
| the truest test ol his worth.

| ngo

| any
| neight

| mysterious

| in ck

snd by it thelr every aol wae sanocti
fled. Thein lives were good, they

HEven then, however,
they were never certain of their
| eternal salvation. Koowing the
wenkness of human nature, and the
prevalence of dangere everywhere,
they realized that they must never
cense in their unholy endeavors, nnd
muset wage an even more bibter fight
pgainet noature, Perhaps we never
can rench a state of perfection equal
to theirs, but certainly we can ba
imitators of their endeavors.

How necessary it is for the Chris
tian, even though he feels that he is
a8 o good tree, to continue his pro.
gress, I8 is very easy to fall into a
routine ; to attend Maes on Sunday
simply becnnae it is the law of the
Church ; to say a few prayers in the
morning and at night, bseause good
people generelly do it. If n man
finds himeelt in thies condition, let

epirit gradually fabricated by o
marvelons self-upliftiog tranemuts
tion from material molecules, and
yot epringing ready self evolved
in esch new child. What they deny
that God can do they guess that
matter oan,

Scarcely dariog—seve a few — to
abolish God nltogether, they have
largely cest Him aside from their
hearts and love—an outlaw in the
universe.

Little perbaps is it pondered that
al the very eurge of these hazy
theories the infallible volce of Christ's
Church fitly came to remind us, in
the dogma of the Immaculate Con.
ception of the Bleesed Virgin Mary,
of our original innocence and noble
estate ; of our common origin from
Adam and ¢f Adam's fall, which
brought the need of the Dlvine
Redeemer,

To Catholice, however, with whom
the Divinity of Christ is never in peril,

ftual decsy, and stir himself up to a
lite of fervor. Even the good can
virtuous unless nour-

Let us nsk ourselver, are we s the
good tree or as the evil ? And if one
or the other, which we certainly

it is well forever to recall His sacred
humanity —~the Man-Chrigt. Christ,
the God man, {8 a8 once a mystery
and a fact made tangible in history,
He bolds the key to all the mysteries,
aud He holds the key to the heart.

lite, His actual and persistent love |

when ths fruits of |
It good |

now, will they be good then ? Ii bad |

| now, shall we allow them to remain |

so ? In either oase, it depends upon |
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) THE HUMAN HEART
By Albert Reynaud in the Missionary
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The best part in man, take it al]]
in all, ie his affectione. Not what he |
has known, not even what he has |
but what he has loved is
There |
are indeed defections in his loves;
sometimes gerious defectione. Some- |
times there may occar, by God's |
grace, eudden eruptions of higher |
love geemningly unwarranted by his |
antecedents. But in the msain, as
man's being mabtaree, it becomes
sealed with the stamp cf his affeo- |
tions. The hear?, whether we think |
of it symbolically or otherwice, 18
mightier than the brain as a supreme |
touchstone of our charascter. Long |
a Divine Voice said: " Where
your tl'l,(!mJ"P is, there your heard |
will be ale

Again, we are human; not in a|
captious, but in a frue sense of our
conorete being. No psychology which
ignores or subvalues our feelings is |
true to the facte. And in those
feelinge, what undefinnble element |
enters, which icsues not from logic |
nor from senea alone, but from the |
uneearchable taberr acles of the heart. |
Not cold abstractions of the mind,
nor mere material calculations, spell |
our likes and loves. nd in all that |
to wkich we interiorly incline—feel |
warm to, or against—our will iteell
seems to have rather an assenting |
than a commanding share, What. |
ever qualifications of these state |
nmntﬂ we may devi the gubstance
of their truth will impress us by
ingpection of ourselves,

ra and of humanity. [

Grace transmutes the motive forces
and the values of our loves and acts. |
It blows where it listetb, and it is

in a way a8 unanalyzable es love |
itself. But it calle for our own |
respongiveness, and mak;a no home
with us without our loving accept
It is invisible like our epirid,
yet supremely and 1 in its
union with ne. Whether |
1@ in faith, whether perfected
ity, or persi in fidelity, it |
1 & divine thing ‘!k \)l‘d the o¢ ‘(‘T.‘lul‘
of our mind, but adberes fto us
by the yielding of our heard.

God," Who knows what is in man,’
God “ the searcher of hearts and
reins,”’ o win men's hearts devised
the humanity of Christ, Man could |
dream to make bhimeell s god., Men
debased the Deity, or their imaginad
deities, into human forms to exerclse
their paesions and share men's
material pleasures and fortunee.
Only God could conceive to make
Himeelf & man in order to suffer for
men. Men could deviee holocausts
and sacrificae %o propitiate their
deities. God alcne could devise the |
sacrifice of Himself in mortal form
to propitiate men, ' that they might
love Him with their whcle heart,”
“ that they might have life in His
name."”

How inconceivable and how admir-
able, how parfecied to the laet detall,
and how wondrously harmonious and
consistent in every pard, are the
devices of God's love! The human-
ity of Christ and His Passion ; His
sacraments of mercy and grace ; His
Church to keep His word befere men
a8 a living force and fo perpetuate
His sacrifice, His sacraments and His
very Presence among men forever—
Holy Communion, that transcending
communication to each heart of His
own being—-yes, all perfected to the
last imaginable reality of love seek
ing to unite iteeld to our love—and
all fo each. Wonderful mysteries all,
Bul so is love itself a mystery. And
God's love is the supreme myatery
of all,

It ie true that to mnon-Catholio
minde today it is urgent to preach
Chriet’'s Divinify, especially to that
large and vacuous number of people

—dimmed in doubt and dizzly dinned
withtheir nllegeddescent from brutes

who mostly upon sgoant imaginings
have healf lost tReir souls in the eup.
posed ascent. Instend of holding to
henard the {raditions of their glorious
origin from the Creator's hand, eo
rendily echoed by the pm'np" 8 of
‘x‘l!ui[i\?\ir 1 them, ]
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perennially appsaling.

love of the Father Who made ues.
He taught the world to say, Our
Father Who art in Heaven., In His
He promised not to leave us

How we long that
with the Apostle :
in the beginning,

we conld say
' That which was
which we have

‘ heard, which we have seen with our
| eyes, which we have looked upon and
the |

our hands have handled
World of lite.

But we too know. Not alone at
the tomb of Lazarus, but very fruly
of ue, when abjsot each
| In our migeries we approach the Holy
Table to receive Him heart to heart
-very truly as to each
the angels eay
him.

T'hs Propt foresseing
had written in His name
give you a new heart. I will take
away the stony hearl out of your
flesh, snd I will give you a heart of
flash " (Ezekisl xxxvi, And the
Apogtle thrice warned us Where
fore as the Holy Gho eaith :
Today if you ghall hear His vo!
haraen not your hearte.

S0 in later daye, to reinflame our
love, we hear : ‘ Behold the Heart
hasg 80 loved men.”” Had he not
said Himeelf :  "And he that loveth
Me shall be loved of My Father : and
I will love him and will manifest
Myegelf to him. ' (Joha xiv, 21.)

In whatever fcrm of worde, it is
clearly the same voice, the same love,
the game heart. "Take heed,
brethren, lest perhaps there be in
any of you an evil heart of anbslief.

exhor! one and another
whilet it is called
aws 1ii, 13
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of us must
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The n?htv of His humanity and His | t

Through that |
bumanity He nnveiled the uncreated ‘

" See how He loves |

"1 will |

stuff published? Does the Publio
Ledger think that it has to cater to
ignorance, poesibly in much the
same way as it is implied that the
eduoated pricets of Mexico City cater
to the superstitions of the Indians ?
The Catholic Church is the largest
religlons organization in the Upited
States of Americe. Ite doctrine and
practios are not secret. For a few
cents any one can buy a oatechiem
ond filod ont exactly what the Church
teaches in regard to the use of
images in religious worship. The
Catholic faith in Mexico is precisely
the same ne the Catholic faith in
Philadelphin, The Pabliec Ledger
can make a vieit to each of the
churches in this city, and it will find
ot lenst one image ol the Virgin in
every Church, If further informa.
tion is needed the priests in thege
churches will be pleased to give it.
Or if the Public Ledger is suepicious
of the verecity of the clergy, there
exists an enormouns literature on the
subject of " Image Worehip.” Per.

haps the Puablio Ledger ie unaware |
of the fact that today practically |
every Protestant hae ncoepted the |
principles of " Image Worship?" |
There is hardly a Sunday school that |
does not give colored pictures ot
| | Christ to its ssholars for the purpose ‘\
of arousing interest and devotion.
There hardly a church of any
denomination that does not possees
stained glase windows in which are
to bs found images of the Saviour
and of those connected with Him |

The story of how Christianity dealt |
with Christion art is a most inter- |
esting one and we commend it to |
the editoral staff ¢f the enterprising |
deily, }

We do not, however, suggest that
there is either wiltal ignorance or |
malice in this misrepresentation of
Oatholic worship. Such parsgraphs |
glip in from careless habit, Thers is |
a journelistic style which refers to |

marrieges as ' qu to funerals es |
| " simple,” to church funceions as |
| “impressive. In much the same |
way it seems taken for grar

| tbat if any prays for raip, or fcr

| other temporal blessinge, that there
‘ is necessarily something superstitious |
\a‘ount it. Moreover, the local
|culnriu;z for Mexico is supposed to
| demand Virgin worship. It scunds
quite plaucible that ignorant Mex.
|ican Indians should regard the
| Virgin as 8 goddese.

Wea do not suppose that the Public
Ledger which is making prodigious
efforts to increase its circulatior
wishes to oulrage the feslings of i's
Catholic readers. Being assured of
thie, we suggest mora careful editing
of Catholic news iteme.

The world neede peace. Those |
who stir up strife at dhe present time
are enemies of the State. To mis- |
repregent the deepest sentiments of |
the heart is caloulated to incrense |

is

¢

4

) bs

one

L\Erv‘

Father who art in Heaven ; Christ, |

Lord and Saviour who
gelf our brother ; Mary
handmaid ofthe Lord,
other and whom
mother—where is true
with you and for you?
in your love, for divine
eternnl life.

Your
Immeacualate,
whom He made
He made oar
love if not
Keep us
love

mad
maae

m

“Blessed be Christ,
true man,
Blessed be Hie moet Sacred Heard."”

true God
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Last Monday there appeared in the
Public Ledger an Associated
dispatoh from Mexioo City. In
was reference to the great
drought there, and to the inter-
cessions for rain that are being made
in the Cathedral. It geems that the
wishing ta
rouze devotion, have bresught from
an ensient
image of the Blessed Virgin which
they have publicly exposed during
certain days of prayer.

At the end of the offisial dispatch,
and separated from it only by a
printer's mark, or line, there fellows
an explanatory note which looks as
though it were added by the Pablie
Ledger. It ias as followe:

“The Virgin de lcs Remedios is a
wooden image about twelve inches
high, evidently carved with a dull
penknife, The carving bespeaks the
work of the Indian. The stetue is
revered as the goddess of water.”

The literal meaning of this note is
clear. It conveys to the readers eof
the Pablic Ledger the informaftion
that the highest officiale of the
Catholic Charch in Mexica are guilty
of deliberately propagating idelatry.
It is not a question of Indian
superstition lingering in the remots,
semi civilized regions of a vast
country, No. This devotion is
taking place in one of the oidest and
most famous Church buildings in the
continent of Americe. The clergy
of Mexico City are as intelligent and
a8 cultured as any in the world, It
the Puablic Ledger is correct in its
information about the image, then
these clergy must be equally well
informed. And yet, we are told that
they have deliberately brought a
statue which is regarded as =a
‘“‘geddess” into their primcipal
church, and set it up in the place of
God, to be venerated as the pewer
whioch controle the forces of nature.
Thera can be no escape from the
conciugion,

We are, howaver, quite sure that if
one bluntly asked the Pablic
iger the question, " Do yeu think

Cath 1 X ' 4k
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ill-will among the citizens. We beg, |
then, to sssure the Pablic l,cdga-r‘!
that there ia { & Catholic who|
reads this ywn deily who

would not be stirred to indignation
al a siate t which ré fo|
brand the clergy of M e
panderers to ignorance ar orsti
tion. We may al d the
Ledger that many int 1t Protest
ants bave embraced Catholie
faith ae o result of visiting Mexico. |
Were theee persons oconverts loi
Philadelphin Standard

apDpe

xico City
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I'o one who has ¢
nay is the root

L e pages of the r

doubted
m

nly
chronicla is
high life ;
dering, fo
ing the

the news of ecandal in |
o L men [h(l women mur
3 of others, violat-
d relations of hus-
band and wifs, for money ; of eone
and daughtera blackening the name |
of father and mother, again for u\
miserable pittance of money. They |
gladly bear discomfort, and what to
upsight men is dishonor, they wel-
come, And the money that is their
price of schame is soon dissipated. 18|
is n game not worth trying.

The folly of laying up freasures
that cannot legt is a theme that has
cocupied the afltsntion of the
moralis for oenturier. But men
never learn. One generation suo-
ceeds to another, and every gemer-
ation witnesses the same mad race
for the things of this world, Of the
competitors, the vast majority are
doomed to fail, Those who appsar
ently succeed are doomed to a fail-
ure that is kesner. They scon die-
cover that what they thought a prize
is a curse. Money may buy power,
but it cannot buy happiness. Power
may bring station, but it does not
guarantee peace. Power and station
may erecd a pedestal, but the man
who stands upon it knows far better
than the envious crowd at his feed,
that the things that pass oannot
satisly the yearnings of the epirit.
For man was created not for the
perishable creations of earth, but
for God.

There is the secret. The heart of
man was made for God and nothing
less than God can give it happiness,
“About a year before he died,” writes
B. 0. Forbes, in the financial column
of the New York Amerioan, "' James
Stillman conflded to me that while
he kad piled up millions of dollars,
he regarded his life as a failure.
Stillman left gome forfy or fifty
million dollars, but little else.”
Engrossed in money-making, he had
no time for the encriflces which
csment lrivndnl :.1 “and he had
to him even the mem

failed to draw to
bera of hm own fmni?y.‘ His gold
give him huppl

nes8 during his lifetir

and rilver could not
1e. What do|

they mean to him now ? \
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Wealth can bring a measure of
but only when it is used
a8 Almighty God wishes it to be used
when the man to whom it has been
conflded looks upon himself
a8 the eteward of God's
he needs for the ressorable
ments of his station, be may use
18 scruple. What is left
belonge to the service of God. The |
man who seeks to pile millions upon
millions, while closirg his ears to
the cry of the distressed, may find

eimply
What
require

poor

| what he seeke, but o him and to his
| children and his children’'s children,

it will be & curse.—Ametica,
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THE l’l{I'LJ()l S BLOOD

—

During the month of July the
Church celle our attention in a
particular way to the Precious Blood
of Chriet, We flrst knew the value
of the Precious Blood on Good Fri
day afternoon. We stood at the foot
of the COross when our Lord was
sheddirg that Blood for the redemp
tion cf the world. On tha$ day the
Church was in tears and lamantsa
tions. Now the thoughtof the Blocd

U

| of Christ mekes her burst into songe

of gladnese and triumph,
The Fenst of the Precious Blood is
monumen? to one of the
ries of our
1e¥ Church. The \
1X. wae drivea from Rome in

lutior. On Jane

the trimmphant rev
g year his ;m.xrx

mest
Holy
Plus

re

of the
was ro-est
eldest daugh
he ramparis

the

rassed

28 follow
b in ln
texr of the ( v'urcb BWt
of the Elerral iy
Pope wts in Exils he
himeeslf the Invisible

isbhed Ren
(

ad to

| Head of the Church, reminding Him
| thet

it was for her thal He had
vouchsafed to shed His Precious
Blood, During his exile he had as
companion the superior of fthe |
Fathers of the Most Precious Blcod.
The superisr suggested to the Pope
that he make a vow fo exdend the
Fenst of the Precious Blood to tte
entire Church il he would egain
obtain posseesion of the Eternal
City. The H:ly Father promised
that be would immediately extend
the Fenst to all Christemdom, The
eafablishment of this Feast of the
Mest Precicus Blood to the Universal
Church is a monument fo the gradi
tude of the Vicar of Christ to the
Invisible Hend of the Church. The |
Precious Blood of Christ had not
been shed in vain. |
The Precieus Blood still remains
with us a8 the treasure of the world,
It {s for us ‘' the chalice of benedio

tion.” It is the ‘

means and thn:

1 pledge of the Divioe allegiance, Its
| continued effusion renewed in the
Holy Bacrifice of the Altar kas l
hushed the cry of vengeance thut the

| blood of Abel had sent up from earth That which we suffer in the accom-
to heaven. Daoring this month of

lishment of a good work, merits for
July our heerts ghould bear new |

| us the necescary graces to insure its
‘ | fenits of love that have budded torth | gupcese.—St, Vincent de Paul,
|

and are watered by the fructifying
dew of the Preclous Blood of Chriet.
Cathclic Sar
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1S Provi
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This explains its almost universal pory
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