
J

/

/

THE CATHOLIC RECORDJULY 24, 1920 THRBH
Oar Lady of Lourdei lumi to 

take a spécial delight In obtaining 
the cure of consumptives. From an 
hospital at Villeplntr, near Paris, 
sixteen patients to the last stage of 
the disease came to Lonrdes. Eight 
were cared, and the other eight who 
went bock died daring the ensuing 
months. The next year another six­
teen came, and again eight 
cured, the others dying during the 
year. The following year the inine 
thing happened. This caused grtat 
interest and excitement In Lourdes, 
ai it wai quite without ynrallel to 
the history of ceres to have so large 
a number ai 60% from one institution 
cured, in three consecutive years.
Now people began to look upon it as 
a certainty that some of the patients 
coming from there would lie cured.
The fourth year the tame number 
came, but none vine cured. All were 
astonished and among the various 
conjectures some asked, was Oor 
lady tired of the patients from 
Villeplnte ? Later it t:inspired that 
the sixteen heroic sufferers had 
volunlarlly given up the hope of cure 
and bal offered their lives that their 
nuns might bo left to tend the sick 
and dying. And it would appear 
that their sacrifice was accepted.
They all went to their reward a few 
months later, but the hospital re­
mained open, and the Sisters 
left, when so many hospitals and 
convents were closed and the nuns 
bunted out of France.

One might continue endlessly 
describing the different cores at 
Lourdes, bat still Dr. Cox meets 
many people who say, with such a 
deprecatory air, that they do not 
believe in the cares et Lourdes, ei 
much as to say that thess stories are 
for non intelligent people cr for chil­
dren, bat not for them. “I could not 
bring mysell to swallow all these 
fates," they will assert, bat, as a rule, 
he finds that the people who say ! 
such things know absolutely nothing j 
about Lourdes, nor have ever taken 
the trouble to inquire. Men like 
Huxley and the higher German 
critics, while posing as free-thinkers, 
start out by saying that the super 
natural is Impossible, and that, 
therefore, they will not discuss it, 
while we Catholics are in fact the 
real free thinkers, fir we are free to 
believe or reject tho miracles at 
Lourdes.

There was a conference cf 209 
dcctcrs of different nationalities and 
creeds that met to examine and go 
into the question of the cures at 
Lourdes. They signed a declaration 
stating that the cures they had 
investigated at Lourdes and fol­
lowed up afterwards could not be 
accounted for by any mi ans known 
to science. Dr. Bernheim, one cf the 
great specialists of the present day to 
psycho therapeutic suggestion treat­
ment, said : "All thess observations
down yonder [meaning Lonrdes] Acceding to a request of several 
have been made by honorable men, bishops, Pope Benedict XV. appointed, 
and they have c allée ted and tested by decree, March 24, 1920, Our Lady 
them to the most complete einesrity. cf Loretto as patroness of air navi- 
Tho facts are right enough ; it is galion.
only the explanation that is at fault.” It has been the custom of the 
B raheimemployssuggestion lntreet- Church, which discerns a good por­
ing tuberculosis patients, trying with pose in every discovery and invention 
it to arrest coughing and to indues as well as in every forward move- 
Bleep. He eaye, "By means of this 1 ment of science, to implore the bless- 
strengthen the patient's power of togs of heaven on these mundane 
resistance against the microbes and things. For if “to those who love 
check, if not arrest, tho development God, all things work together unto 
of tho disease." But he continues : good," there is no terrestrial achieve- 
"One can only heal that which is ment that may not become a factor 
capable of being healed. Suggestion In the salvation of souls. This broad 
cannot restqre that which has been view of the Church has induced her 
destroyed." to provide a special blessing for and

The most striking example of how place air navigation, one cf the latest 
part suggestion really plays triumphs of science, under the 

in Lourdes was daring the national special protection of Our Lady of 
pilgrimage when over 300 past mira- Loretto.
cules (those who had been cared at The reason why just this partie- 
Lovrdet) walked in precession, ular patroness has been selected is 
Thera were 1,500 patients lying to a not difficult to guess. According to 
double row in front of the Hosary a trustworthy legend, the Holy House 
Chnreb, but net a single cure took of Nazareth was transported through 
place daring the procession. Then the air by angelic hands from Pales- 
the 350 who bad been cared in farmer , tine to Loretto, a town near Anocna 
years as rambled on the platferm in in Italy. This being, as it were, the 
front cf the church. Never in the first air navigation, it seems appro- 
history of Lourdes bad the enthu- pria'.e to link all air navigation with 
eiasm been so intense, it was like an that supernatural event and place it 
electric current tanning through the under the special protection of the 
multitude. It seemed as if all tho patroness of the famous shrino of 
invalids should rise from their Loretto.
stretchers. The highest human It will be interesting to study the 
emotion had been reached, religions prayers which the Church uses in 
saggastion had said its last word aud blessing airships. It you want to
several invalids really did stand up learn one side of tho genius of the
and walked towards the Rosary
Chutcb. There was great rejoicing.
As a result eight er tan of those 
whom Dr. Cox had seen getting up 
from the stretchers the day before 
reported themselves cared next day 
at the Bureau. They were a con­
sumptive woman, two patients with 
tnbarcnlar abdominal inflammation, 
a woman with spinal tuberculosis, a 
man suffering from tho same disease, 
and one with chronic hioechltis and 
empyema, and finally three with 
nervosa ailments—Circe I And there 
were 300 nerve patients waiting that 
day to be cured in front of the 
lies ary Chmch. Ne stronger réfuta 
tion coaid bs offered those who say 
that most of the cures at Lourdes are 
nerve cases, cured by suggestion.
Dr. Cox often meets with amusing 
experiences at the Bureau. One 
afternoon he was teld earn sene 
wanted him urgently. Coming to 
the door, he found a smart American, 
with a vary keen fees end bright 
eyes peering at him through bis 
glasses. The stranger hold his 
watch in his hand and teld Dr, Cox 
that he had just arrived in Lourdes 
and was leaving by the night train.
Evidently bent on getting full value 
ftr hie visit, he immediately added :
“Please tell me at what hour I can 
see a miracle." He seemed to think 
Dr. Cox was In direct communication 
with the “Great Healer."

When each a priest's zeal for eonle 
It integral, hie labors for the conver­
sion of the non Cathollee of hie 
perish are as wisely planned and as 
earnestly expended as those for the 
sanotlIllation of the Catholic». And 
they ere just as successful, the dif­
ference of the end in view end of the 
means to be used being considered. 
We are only toileting that the ideal 
pastor tor the Catholics Is the ideal 
convert making pastor.

What ! Do you dream (I bear some 
one exclaim ) of conversing America? 
Impossible: eo vast a nation, so 
obstinate in error. Bnt we enewer 
that America is no vaster than the 
ancient heathen world, which 
yielded to Christ’s apostles and their 
successors. As to obstinate error, 
we answer that many of oar converts 
once were the bitterest sort oi 
Protestants. What bas been done 
once can be done again whether for 
men or nations— must be done again, 
since it le Cod's holiest work.

A close acquaintance with the 
more religious-minded Protestants 
reveals the fact that many a non 
Catholic has a Catholic conscience. 
That conscience we must awaken 
from its slumber.

The attractiveness of cur Catholic 
doctrine must win a hearing from 
conscientious men end women. 
The holiness of Catholic marri­
age, the heavenly boon of a 
good confession, the divine union 
of the seul with our Lord in 
the Blessed Eucharist, the essential 
need of the Church's teaching fer 
the stability cf belief in Cbrist'e 
teaching, ere ell subjects which 
ewcken men’s hearts to the con­
sciousness of the reality and worth 
of religious truth and discourses or 
conversations on such subjects, 
move intelligent persons to set about 
a systematic examioation of Catho 
licity. How simple is all this I 
How free from the beet of contro­
versy 1 How bénéficient indeed is 
that sermon cr lecture, cr private 
talk, which enlists the heart r’e own 
conscience as a divine ally oi Catholic 
truth.—The Missionary.

tears. He 1* not like the generality 
of men too engrossed by their own 
affairs to pay mnch attention to yonr 
sufferings and your wants. He is 
not eeld or indifferent ai are some­
times even our nearest and dearest. 
Tell Him all as to year Master and 
He will answer as to Hie child, tor 
He la tender as a Father toward ue, 
or to express myself more fittingly, 
as a Mother, He Hlmeelt having said : 
" Even if a mother forget the first 
fruit of her womb I will not forgot 
yon."—The Sentinel of the Bleesed 
Sacrament.
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WHERE SACRED RELICS HAVE 
BEEN TREASURED

In connection with the fortboom- 
irg International Palestine Congress, 
whiok meets to Einsledeln, 8wllZet­
land, .July 19 22, to formulate plane 
for protecting, the holy places of 
Palestine, it Is of interest to know 
the whereabouts of the sacred relics 
of Christ's life, passion and Cruci­
fixion.

The largest portions of the wood of 
the wood cf the Cross ere in the 
basilicas of the Holy Cross of Jerusa­
lem at Rome, and in Notre Dame 
Cathedral, Paris. A relic of the 
Cross is alto to the United States— 
in the Cathedral of the Holy Cross, 
Boston.

The “ title " which Pilate wrote 
and ordered to be placed on the 
Cross—" I. N. R. I," (.issue of Nazar 
etb, King of the Jaw»)—le preserved 
in the basilica cf the Holy Cross of 
Jerusalem at Rome.

The Crown of Thorne, now lacking 
In the thorns, which have been dis­
tributed to a number of churches, 
is a part of the treasure of Notre 
Damn in Paris. A fragment of the 
Crown is in the Church of St. Serin, 
Toulouse, France.

One of the nails Is said to be 
in the orown of the ancient Lombard 
Kings used by Napoleon 1. at hie 
coronation ; one is in the Cathedral 
of Notre Dame at Paris, and another, 
whose authenticity is reported to 
have been established by Pope Bene­
dict XV., is at Monze, near Milan.

The sponge, it is stated, is in the 
basilica of St. John Lateran, Home.

The point of the lance is in Paris, 
and the remainder in Rome.

The robe, known as the Holy Coat, 
is in a church at Treves.

The tunic is reported to have been 
given by the Sister of Charlemagne 
to the monastery of Argentenil, 
where she was a nun, and it is still 
there.

The largest piece of the winding 
sheet is at Turin.

The cloth with which the sacred 
head was wrapped is repotted to 
be in the Church of Cadouin, Depart 
ment of Dordogne, Francs.

The linen with which Veronica 
wiped Cbrist'e face on the way to 
Calvary is in Rome.

The upper portion of the pillar of 
the scourging ho been in the Church 
cf St. Praxedes since 1223, and the 
lower section is in the Chnrch of the 
Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem.—Catho­
lic Standard and Times.
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The best way to refute error Is to 
teach truth.

We are told to overcome evil by 
good, and so must we ovaroome 
untruth by truth. Cardinal Newman 
says : “As to baptism the coarse of 
Adam Is remoVed by the incoming of 
divine grace, so in like manner the 
reign of heresy is pat to lllght, nut 
by merely attacking It, bnt by the 
manifestation of the pure gospel 
instead. Let ns be for more bent on 
preaching one own doctrine than on 
refuting the adversary’s—rather bent 
on alluring eonle into the right way 
than on forbidding them the wrong."

St. Francis de Sales spoke to 
Bishop Camus of hie long experience 
in making converts, extending ever 
thirty years. His success was 
remarkable ; he won all kinds of 
eonle, from learned Protestant divines 
to unlettered pensante. And he 
affirmed that the controversial 
method of assailing error was never 
successful. ‘ in place of reclaiming 
our separated brethren,” he said, 
“this method scares them away. 
When they see that we are of set 
purpose attacking them, they in­
stantly put themselves on their 
guard ; when we bring the lamp too 
close to their eyes, they start back 
from tho light. Nor have I ever 
observed that any of my fellow 
laborers in this work of the Lord 
were more successful. I may justly 
call this plan a sort of fencing boat.
It failed to convince, even though 
our missionatiee engaged in it with 
the ntmeet enthusiasm, and in a 
place where mnch confusion pre­
vailed among the Protestants. But 
in troth this sword play was what 
St. Paul calls ‘beating ths air' (l Cor. 
ix, 26 ). I do not mean that we must 
not prove Catholic troths, and refute 
the contrary errors ; for the weapons 
of the spiritual armory and of the 
word of Cod are powerful to destroy 
all false teaching which tears itself 
up against the truth, and to condemn 
disobedience to God. But we must 
not slash about us with words as 
desperate fencers do with swords, 
but rather manage these holy 
weapons dexterously, acting rather 
like the surgeon using his lancet, 
skilfully cutting and probing eo as to 
cause the patient as little pain as 
possible" (Spirit of St. Francis de 
Sales, p. 488). Bishop Camus adds 
that the saint stated the truths of 
the faith of his Calvinist hearers 
very plainly and simply, and then 
with much gentleness of tone and 
manner brought the Chnrch home 
to thoir understanding aud heart by 
examples, Illustrations and explana 
tione, as convincing as they were 
beautiful.

We cannot forbear quoting another 
model convert maker to the same 
effect, namely, St. Francis Xavier. 
Writing to a brother missionary in 
India he says:

Believe me, the best hope of suc­
cess in preaching is not to ha placed 
in exquisite learning, or elegant 
diction, or in die play, or in a sort of 
scenic exhibition of eloquence. The 
head and sum of the art lies in being 
approved of by those whom you 
address, in pleasing them, and in 
gaining the key of their hearts before 
yon knock at the doors of their 
minds. It your audience love you, 
you will persuade them to do what­
ever you will ; and you will easily 
win a great many souls to God if yon 
never alienate any one frem yourself.
( Life of St. Francis Xavier, Coleridge, 
Vol. ii. p. 140.)

Every mission sermon should be a 
soul stirring discourse, the burning 
words of a man enraptured with the 
divine goodness, overwhelmed with 
the divine mejesty. We know, 
indeed, that there are effective mis­
sion bands with no such grand 
preachers ; bnt they are not the 
ideal bands, and being made up of 
just earnest men delivering carefully 
framed sermons, they may easily 
become commonplace and ineffectual. 
Just to talk to people calmly, how­
ever sensibly, about the crisis of 
their everlasting destiny, is not 
going to sweep obdurate worldlings 
Into the humble service of the 
Crucified, nor bring sensualists to 
their knees or heart broken peni­
tents.

The discourses of our convert- 
making parish priest must be of 
another sort to succeed well. These 
must be gently spoken and simply 
framed. They should be energetic 
but quiet expositions of, Catholic 
doctrine ; the statement of practical 
evidences of the divine inner and 
outer marks of the Church. Parishes 
are olten renovated by such preach­
ing, giving to the people an intelli­
gent and earnest message Sunday 
after Sunday. Parish works of 
charity, devotional life are intensified 
by the well directed activity of the 
pastor. The most fruitful source of 
parish activity is the preaching and 
instructing by a priest whose life is 
worthy at his doctrine— “A work­
man that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly handling tie word of truth" 
( II T.m. il, 16 ). We have thousands 
and thousands of such parish priests 
In America.

Church, you must go to her ritual 
and pore over the formularies of her 
benedictions. They are a regular 
gold mine of rellgioue thought. We 
will, therefore, translate the petti 
nent prayers from the Acta Apostol- 
icae Sedls of May 1.

First oration : “ O, Cod, who hast 
wrought all things for Thy sake, and 
who has destined all the elements of [ 
this world to the use of the human 
race : bless we beseech Thee this 
machina intended for air voyages, i 
that without damage or danger of 
any kind it may both serve to carry 
the praise and glory of Thy name 
into further regione, and to expedite 
human affairs with greater dispatch 
and fester heavenly desires to all the 
faithful who use this same machine. 
Through Christ, our Lord. Amen," I

Notice the beautiful sentiment in 
this prayer. The aeronaut is ascend- | 
tog from the earth to higher regions. 
Let this be a reminder to him that, 
as bis body ascends, so hie soul may 
be lifted to heavenly desires. The 
blessing of the Church is to be a 
supernatural aid toward this end.

Second oration : " O, God, who hast 
mercifully consecrated the house of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary by the j 
mystery of the Incarnate Word, and 
hast miraculously placed it in the : 
bosom of Thy Chnrch : pent forth, we 
beseech Thee, Thy benediction upon 
this machine that those who, under 
the protection of the Blessed Virgin, 
enter in it upon an air voyage may 
prosperously reach the destination 
of their journey and safely return to | 
their own. Through the same Christ ' 
our Lord. Amen."

The allusion to the Holy House of 
■Nazareth is plain in this prayer.
“ Placing it in the bosom of the 
Church " has reference to the reason 
for which the miracle is supposed to 
have occurred, viz. : to remove this 
great sanctuary from the possible 
desecration by the infidel Turks, and 
to place it where the love of the 
faithful would pay it proper homage.

Third Oration : “ O, God, salvation 
of those who hope in Thee, graciously 
assign to Thy servants who are 
making a voyage through the air and 
invoking Thy aid, a good angel from 
heaven as their companion : that by 
him they may bo guarded on all their 
ways and happily be guided to their 
contemplated goal. Through Christ 
our Lord. Amen."

In this last prayer there is prob­
ably an allusion to the holy angels 
who arc supposed to have presided at 
th\ first air navigation mentioned 
above.

Considering the dangers that 
attend air navigation what Catholic 
aeronaut would not feel comforted 
after his airship had been blessed in 
the above manner. And who—even 
though not a believer—can deny the 
beauty and tenderness of this conse­
cration of air navigation ?—8. in Tho 
Guardian,

•u
Domestic Science

cally in all the claeeee.

School of Business ^“c'oS.T'n
Book-Keeping. Shorthand, Type-writing, etc.

Fall Term Opens Sept. 6th
App'y for Illustrated Prospectus to the

Rev. Mother Superior

For Information, apply to the

Ursuline College
“The Pino»”, Chatham, Ont.

were

College
JMorYtr-ee.1 Canada

AN ENGLISH COLLEGE
Under the Direction 0/ the Jesuit Fathers

FULL ARTS’ COURSE — Also High School and Preparatory Departments. 
Boarding and Day School.

Ideal location in Suburban Montreal. Spacious grounds. Beautiful, new, 
fireproof buildings.

WRITE FOR PKOSPECIUS TO
REV. WILLIAM H. HINGSTON, S. J , Rector.

X

St. Jerome s College1 THE LOURDES MEDICAL 
BUREAU

KITCHENER. ONTARIO

Excellent Commercial, High School 
and College Departments

P.oee Lynch in America
Dr. Cox, the wall-known English 

doctor, came to Lonrdes twenty font 
years ago with hie wife and daughter 
to spend a short time here. After he 
had been there a few days, Dr.
Boiesario asked him to take his 
place at the Bureau, as he was 
called away on business.» By the 
time Dr, Boissarie had returned, Dr.
Cox was so interested in the work 
that he gave up hie London practice 
and remained in Lourdes working 
together with his friend until the 
latter died, nearly two years age.
Dr. Cox has taken sola charge since 
then. Over a hundred cases of cares 
are registered each year at the 
Bureau, and over 5,000 doctors have 
visited the Bureau since Dr. Cox has 
been there. The doors et the Bureau 
are open to every doctor in the 
world, irrespective of creed or race.
Often there ere thirty or forty 
together from Europe, Asia and 
America.

Very little attention is paid to 
nervous cases or such as might be 
helped by suggestion. Some form of 
organic disease or physical injury, 
such as cancer, tuberculosis, broken 
bones, loss of sight, must be well 
established as the starting point of 
the investigation. Dr. Cox has small a 
described to me case after case of 
people cured here. He has himself 
written almost twenty volumes deal­
ing with cases that have passed 
through his bonds during the last 
twenty-three years.

Every day at four o’clock, in time 
of pilgrimage, there is the Blessed 
Sacrament procession, when the 
invalids are laid in a semi circular 
arc, at each side ot the great space 
in front of the Rosary Church. At 
the annual national French pilgrim­
age, which takes piece during the 
octave ot the Assumption, over 1,000 
invalids are brought to Lourdes, and 
up to 40,000 people ore present at 
tnfe precession. The priest carrying 
the Monstrance makes the Sign of 
the Cross over every individual 
Invalid.

One of the most woederful cures 
that took place on such an occasion 
was that ol Gabriel Oarian. He was 
brought to Lonrdes by his mother.
He had given np the practice of hie 
religion and did not even make the 
Sign of the Ctoee when he came. He 
had been in a terrible railway acci­
dent in which the lower part ot his 
body had been crushed to pulp. So 
severe were his injuries that the 
railway company awarded him cam- 
peneetion of -12,400 dawn end .6240 a 
year for life, the court declaring, “ He 
is a human wreck." He was 
paralyzed from the waist down aud 
had to be artificially fed. Hie feet 
were mortifying. Ho- had been 
carried on a stretcher in front of 
the Rosary Church for Benediction, 
when his condition grew so serions 
that he became unconscious and was 
at the point of death. The assistants 
would have carried him away had he 
not been hemmed in by crowds on 
every aide. When the priest stood 
over him and made the Sign ot the 
Cross with the Manstranoe in his 
hands, Carian arose from the 
stretcher, stood on those feet which 
a second before had been lifeless and 
mortifying, and walked after the 
Blessed Sacrament praising Cod. He 
said that the same moment in which 
he wee cured his faith also came 
back. Ten doctors hsd examined 
him at home and fitly were waiting 
for him in the Bureau in Losrdes. 
Gangrene, paralysis all had gone.
Every year since then he comes to 
attend the Invalids at Lourdec.
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Today the spirit of independence 
has invaded all minds and leads 
them to rebellion. Today there ie 
no shame in seeking amusements 
amid the griefs aud sorrows of 
others, and there Is no limit to the 
dieeipatlon ot wealth and the drying 
up ot the sources thereof. All this 
shows that modern society baa 
attempted to aet itself above God, 
passing from liberty to tolerance, 
from tolerance to division, to con­
flict, to ostracism ot God.—Pope 
Benedict.
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