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{s able and may be willing to lend him
the money, and he returns home without
gotting 8 dollar. What is a friend ?

A man is left a fortune and is gener-
ous and prodigal. He says : “ Nothing
is (oo good for my friends.” Whi'e the
money lasts, he has many companions,
When the last dollar is spent, he is
alone. What is a friend ?

A man gets married. A newspaper,
reporting thejiwedding, said: * The
Ohurch was filled with relatives and
friends of the happy couple.”  What is
a friend ?

A man died. A daily journal, in an-
pouncing his death, said: * His wide
cirele of friends will mourn his loss.
His widow and children were left unpro
vided for. They have a hard struggle
to make a living. They get no help of
any sort—effective sympathy, practical
nll;{gl'ﬂlilill. opportunity, or direct loan
or gift. What is a friend ?

Some time ago these answers were
given to that same question :

“ The sunshine of calamity.”

“ The essence of pure devotion.”

“The ripe fruit of acquaintanceship.”

« One who understands our silence.”

“ Krieadship, one soul in two bodies."”

“ A star of hope in the cloud of ad-
y\'l’s;ly."

“ A volume of sympathy lound in
cloth.”

« A diamond in the ring of acquaint-
anoe.”

A safe in which one can trust any-
thing.”

“ Friendship is the personification of
love and help.”

“The jewel which shines brightest in
the darkness."”

“One who considers my needs before
my deservings.”

“ The link in life's long chain which
bears the greatest strain.”

“ A harbor of refuge from the stormy
waves of adversity.”

“ The first person who comes in when
the whole world has gone out.”

“(One who loves the truth and you,
and will tell the truth in spite of you.”

“One who multiplies joys, divides
griefs, and whose honesty is inviolable.”

‘The triple alliance of the three
great powers—love, sympathy and help.”

“ A jewel whose luster the strong
acids of poverty and disaster cannot
dim."”

“ The image of one's self reflected in
the mirror of mutual esteem and affec-
tion.”

“ One who, having gained the top of the
ladder, won't forget you if you remain at
the bottom."

“ A bank of eredit on which we can
draw supplies of confldence, counsel,
sympathy, help and love."”

“ One who smiles on our misfortunes,
frowns on our faults, sympathizes with
our sorrows, weeps at our bereavements,
and is a safe fortress at all times of
trouble.”

“One who, in prosperity does not
toady you, in adversity assists you, in
sickness nurses you, and after your death
marries your widow and provides for
your children,"”

These answers do not exhaust the sub-
ject : What is a friend ?

For the best, brightest and wittiest
answer received, a book will be given,
What is a friend ?

Which?

There had been a disagreement he-
tween the two boys on the preceding
day—the younger had done or neglected
to do something in disregard of the
wishes of his older companion, and was
in marked disfavor in consequence. He
hung about wistfully, and tried to blot
out yesterday and establish the old
pleasant relations, but all in vain. His
questions met the curtest of replios,
his remarks and suggestions were re-
ceived in chilling silence, and his pres-

ence was ignored, He went to the win-
dow and stood sadly looking out while
he pondered the situation. For anyone
to keep up such a state of affairs willing-
ly and choose such a frame of mind
seemed inexplicable to him, and pres-
0“5\3 he turned a grieved little face and a

rnest eyes upon his friend and
deringly :
“George, do you really like that old
grouch better than you do me ?
It was a question that went straight
to the heart of the matter, and was one
that it would be wise for many of more
mature age to ask. You who are nurs-
ing a grievance, who are letting some
petty grudge or misunderstanding bar
Dl(% happy companionships, who are dark-
ening days with gloom and coldness for
the sake of manifesting your displeasure
and maintaining a fancied dignity—do
you really like your temper better than
your f{riend ? Are moodiness and re-
sentment such choice possessions that
willing to sacrifice relations of

s¢ and good cheer for the sake
of enjoying them 2 Which is really of
the more value to you, your grudge of
your friend ? i
Who is the Best Man ?
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Contagious Vigor.

“Vigor is contagious,” says Kmerson,
“and whatever makes us think or feel
strongly adds to our power and enlarges
our field of action,” Nothing else is so
effectual in making us * think or feel
strongly " and act vigorously, or the re

verse, as the attitude assumed by the
body. It is impossible, for example, to
manifest any life, encregy, or enthusiasm
while sitting in an easy chair, in a re-
clining position, with all the muscles
relaxed. Thereis a suspension of physi-
cal energy through the entire system, a
letting go, a relaxing of the whole body,
and the mind is very quick to respond
to the body's invitation to rest and take
its ease. It is a law of our being that
each part of us tends to correspond with
every other part. The hand, the eye,
the brain and every other organ of the
body sympathize with one another, and
aletting down of staudard anywhere is
an immediate signal for a drop all along
the line,

Every one knows how studeuts are
affected by the position of their bodies.
Children in schools and students in
higher institutions or at home can not
do nearly as good work while sitting in
a lounging or stooping position as when
sitting erect.  When they take an up-
right position, the mind is vigorous,
active and concentrated, and all the
mental faculties are on the alert; but
the moment a student slips down in his
seat and assumes an easy, lounging pos-
ture, the signal is given to all the facul-
ties to leave their strenuous post of duty
and go to play.

T N 1 N
OUR BOYS AND GIRLS
JACK'S SOWING.

“ 'l give you five dollars for that
dog,” Jack squared his sturdy shoulders
and flashed a glance of indignation at
the speaker. But in a moment he re-
membered that Mr. Jackson could not
possibly know what Nap was to him,
and so he said, quite respectfully :
“ Thank you, sir, but I could never
think of selling Nap. My father gave
him to me not long before he died, you
see,”” he went on, in that lovable man-
ner of his : “and so, of course, I'love him
dearly,” aud the boy stooped and petted
the little creature's head, and the dog
looked up into his young master's face
with his intelligent brown eyes full of
confidence aud affection.
* All right,” said the man carelessly ;
“only, if you ever change your mind,
the offer holds good. He'd be just what
I want—a dog to keep in the house to
warn off tramps.”
“ Thank you,” eaid Jack politely ;
but if the offer had been fifty, instead of
five dollar , he would have been no more
tempted to accept it.
Money to him meant candy, and tops,
and balls and fish-hooks ; and could all
the bats and balls, and candy, and tops,
and fish-hooks in the world make up
to him for Nap ?
He had gone up to the farm on the
hill-side for eggs, as he did generally,
two or three times a week, but it seemed
to him that he could hardly breathe
freely till the place was left far behind,
and Nap trotting on ahead, glancing
back now and then, with his cute little
head on one side, to see if his master
was following.
« Just think, mother dear, of his ask-
ing me to sell Nap ! the boy exclaimed
when, as they sat together for supper
that evening, he told her of Mr. Jack-
son's offer. * Nothing in the w rld
could make me do such a thing, and you
wouldn't let me, even if I wanted to.”
“ No," she replied, looking over at
the manly little faco opposite her, all
flushed now with excitement ; *“no |
cannot imagiue you ever doing such a
thing as to sell Nap. But, Jack, dear,
if for any reason you had wished to do
so, 1 should not have said a word. He
is yours—quite all yours to do with as
you choose. I have no more to do with
him than Mr. Jackson himself.
“wWell, it doesn't make any differ-
ence,” said Jack, with a long breath,
« for I'd never do such a thing.”
It was a few weeks later that a mis-
sionary, who had been living for many
years in Alaska, came to preach in the
{ittle church which Jack and his mother
attended ; and he told such sad stories
of the ignorance of the people there,
and the dangers and hardships which
attended the lives of the missionaries,
and yet of the fine work which was
boing~dnnu in spite of that, and of the
4till better work which might be done
were more means provided, that the
little boy's heart was all aglow with in-
terest and enthusiasm, as well as the
hearts of a good many of the people.
And it was decided that a collection
should be taken on the Sunday follow-
ing, and that every one who had been
present at the sery ice should try to tell
had not been there,

everyone who
possible. !

Both Jack and his mother
they must do all that they
could for the good cause ;
had one of their
the fire that night,

felt that
possibly

be decided.
our box, is there, mother, dear ?
asked Jack.

money enough for a new pair.

That q Remember,
wil' be a whole dollar-and-a-half for me
to give."”

Aud he looked as happy and excited
as though somebody had made him the
offer of a dollar-and a half for himself.
She had not hesitated to give up the
new dress which she really needed,
though she had said no word of her in-
tention to Jack; but the loving little
mother was far more disappointed about
the skates than the boy himself. How-
ever, she said nothing to discourage him,
and tried to smile brightly and putaway
the wish that he might have had his
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afternoon, “will you go up to Mr. Jack- ‘ Give me 5 1" cried Jack, the color

son's and ask him for some eggs, dear ? in bis cheeks deepening, * why, I'd do
I find that 1 have not enough left to | anything:

* Would you give me Nap ?"

Where was all that bright color now ?
Jack's white teeth eame down hard upon
his under lip, and his hands suddenly
clinched themselves,

last over Sunday, and his are so much
fresher than those which we buy at the
store,”

So calling Nap, Jack started off up
the hill swinging his basket, and won- Re
dering if that low bank in the west Sell \A‘il'f ! .
meant snow. He rather hoped that it | N0 ' no! no! henever could sell Nap!
did, for that would give him a chance [ And yet—that 85! gt

to slide, which he had not had since a ¥ on needn't make up your mind just
week ago, when the rain washed every now: p'raps you'd better ask your moth-
particle of snow away. Y | er,” Mr. Jackson was saying, and Jack
“1 shall not mind so much about the cnu.{;x'l " th‘: sugg(-stmn.. L1
skates if I can slide," he thought cheer- | ;. ! "r'i;',‘y'”' his hm‘;‘ lxwlr :,‘“"I;‘] onhject f“
fully, as he trudged along. Nap caper- tl'H t[":"- ”'f‘,‘\:n“ ‘t iy ‘l utkth«ni i
ing about him, and darting off now and iy TLOURDL (UOAER. Seb wet b/
then after imaginary rabbits. those words of hers, spoken on Lh:l night
He found Mr. Jackson in the barn, when the offer was first made. ~No, Nap
and went with him up to the loft to \w':m "!‘“ t0. S0 “'”.l 83 he chose; and
hunt the eggs. what did he choose?

“No danger about those eggs not be- Oue, two, three minutes passed, and

that the offering might be as large as

and so they
confidential talks over
as they always did
when any matter of importance was to

“«1 don't believe that there is much

“No"” the little mother replied, with

ing fresh;” the man said as he turned then a very white little face was lifted
over the hay and disclosed a nest. “That
speckled hen always will get up hereand
lay in that spot. She knows I'll take
them every time,and why she doesn’t go
somewhere else beats me! But those
hens don’t have any more sense than just
that. Well," as they went down again, I
hear you had a missionary down at your
church last Sunday. I always thought
I'd always admire to see a real live
missionary. What'd he say?"’ And he
set himself on the bottom rung of the
ladder by which they had climbed from
the loft, with his basket between his
knees,
“Well,"” said Jack, with a long breath,
“well, he said——"
And then he went on to tell all that
he could recall of what the missionary
had said. And he grew eager and ex-
cited, and his cheeks glowed and his
eyes shone, as they always did when he
was very much interested.
“And now,” .he continued, when the
story was finished “on Sunday we are
going to take up a collection, and on
Monday the morey is to be sent to the
missionary. 1 hope, oh, I hope that
there will be a great deal! For they
need a great deal, and you know-—a
great, great, deal !”
“ Ahem !"” said Mr. Jackson, looking
into the bright, animated little face,
“ that's something of a story. And are
you going to give them something 2"
He turned his head as he asked the
question, and his glance strayed through
the open door, and out into the yard
where Nap was making friends with two
barn cats, black Rover watching him
from the distance,
“ Yes,” replied Jack, “ yes, I'm going
to give something, but I wish that it was
a great deal more.”
Mr. Jackson turned his head, and gave
a quick, searching look.
“You do, do you?" he
terest.
“Why, yes, of course 1 do,”" replied
Jack.
Mr. Jackson pulled a straw out of the
haymow, and began to chew it.
“ How would you like to give $5, he
asked, not looking at Jack now.
“ Five dollars ! Why, I never had so
much as that in all my life—not at one
time, you know."”
“But 'spose some one gave you $5,
down now, on the spot, would you give
it to the missionary ?"
“ Yes, indeed,” cried Jack.
“ §'pose,” went on the man, still not
looking at Jack, * that some one—" but
there he hesitated ; he did not seem to
know exactly how to word what he want-
ed to say.

said, with in-
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“You'll have to keep him shut up for
a long time, sir,” he said. “le will be
sure to try to get home.”

“All right;” said Mr. Jackson cheer-
fully. “You just fetch him in, and shut
him up in the seed-room here, and I'll
go and get the money."”

Mr. Jackson did not at all realize the
suffering which poor little Jack was en
during; moreover, he imagined that he
was being very generous to the cause
of missions, and told his wife so that
evening, as he sat by the stove watch-
ing her tidy up her kitchen.

“I've beeu helping missions along to-
day, wife;” he said, tilting back his
chair.

“Well, I'm real pleased to hear that,
Josiah! Some of the folks were telling
me 'bout the missionary who spoke at
church last Sunday. 1 was sorry that
we hadn't gone down! How much did
you give?”’

“Five dollars, Maria.”
told her all about it.’
Why, Josiah Jackson! she exclaimed,
wheeling around with her dish-towel in
her hand, “do you call that giving to
missions 2 Poor, dear lamb! to think
that he was willing to give up that dog
that he sets such a lot of store by ! 1
feel really ashamed of you, Josiah! You
were willing he should deny himself for

And then he

“Ahem! ma'am, ahem !" said Mr.
Jackson, and went his way,
That night as Jack and his mother

sat together, a queer little
brought to Jack, which he opened and
read, and then passed to his mother with
shining eyes :

“See here, little chap,” it
“ you've opened my eyes to some things.
You were willing to give up your little
dog for the heathen, and somehow that's
set me to thinking about a lot of things.
1 guess I'l] feel it some, but I think the
Lord means we should feel giving to
Him and mission folk ; so yvon just take
this other £5.00, and pop it with yours.

Your faithful servant,
Jos1an JACKsON,"

“ Oh, mother dear ! cried Jack, “isn’t
that beautiful 1"

And the little mother, as she bent to
kiss the glowing face, thought to herself
that the seed sown by a faithful little
hand had brought forth abundant fruit.
—Anna L. Hannah, in The Young Cath-
oliec Messenger.

note was

began,

———————a———————

The Catholie Press Defined.

In an editorial on the subject, the
Tablet of Brooklyn thus defined the
Catholie press ass  “An eternal bond of
unity. A channel of communication be-
tween the Bishops and clergy and the
faithftl people. The builder of Catho-
lic thought and Catholic opinion on
every question affeeting Catholic in-
terests. An organ of appeal and de-
fense. The readiest exponent and de-
fender of the Church’s doctrines and
practises. The medium of warning
against danger to faith and morals. The
voice that summons the Catholic people
to protect their rights. The mirror of
Catholic life. The powerful auxiliary
of the pulpit and the completement of
the parish school. The consecration of
the great modern inve ution to the serv-
ice of the Church. The antidote to the
poison of the secular press. The de-
stroyer of non-Catholic calumnies and
prejudices.  The blessing of clean,
wholesome, Christian -reading for the
home.”
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ment?  Empty churches but full Chris-
tians, weak souls but strong bodies,
prayerless heartsbut prayerbuyingpurses
—these be the new “types’to welecome
the meek and lowly Man of suffering

and sacrifice with the thorn crowned
head. The curse of heresy ever was
blindness.

—— e 4

Easter Decorations.

It was many years ago that Mr. Stead
of London wrote his famous book, *1

the poor heathen, but you weren’t will-
ing to do it yourself !

“He is a plucky little chap, now I
come to think of it; a right plucky
little chap !

And he took a splinter of wood out of
the box, and sat chewing itmeditatively
for a long while.

Jack, as usual, had gone straight to
his mother, as she satin the gathering
dusk by the firelight. He told her his
story as simply as possible, sittingon the
rug at her feet ; and then ~well, it is not
our business to spy into what went on
there in the darkening room ; but pre-
gently the little mother bent down and
folded her dear arms about her boy.

“pear,” she said, “you endured hard-
ness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ,"”
and good will surely come of it."”

And Jack lifted up the head, which
had been buried in her lap, with a long,
deep breath of relief. It was such a
comfort to hear that, after he had-—we .
after he bad acted, a moment ago, not
quite as he thought a soldier should.

The next wmorning, in the village,
Jack's mother met My Jackson,

“I'm going to give that hoy of yours

his dog the next time he comes
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