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upon the commercial factor in this great struggle
and the wars between England and Holland. Ir
stead we read that Cromwell continued the polic)
of Elizabeth and Spain was the national enemy on
more. In the account of the Restoration we hav
religion and autocracy the moving factors and i
cidents of court gossip, but of the stupendpus ad
vanee 1n science, not a word. Charles 11 gave con
tinyance to and Christened the Royal Society of
Seientific Research, and magne’s; air pumpss bloc

eireculation; plants: animals: all beean to unf

their mysterious ways to man Boyvle, Wilki

Woodward, Ray and company surely have a place in
a story of mankind which has so mueh to say of
Charles 11, whose energy seemed to have been d
voted to creating aristocracies for his bastards
Newton had laid mankind under heavy obligation
ere this merry monarch was recalled from exile, i

fact we think the fateful apple had already rude

disturbed his sleep
which he had the theory of eravity fully developed
though not proven

But these sidesteps into the material factors are
extending unduly the length of our 1 \\
pass further European development to ‘‘the great
figure of Washington standing guard over the caus:
of the colonists ['he American Revolution account
18 wholly orthodox and Jefferson 1s duly ecredited
with the Declaration of Independence, without a
reference to Thomnas Paine. The American Revolu
tion also, we are told, brought about the French Rey
olution, to which we must now proceed (p. 338
We receive a warning: a hook. a play. or a movie of
the French Revelution always presents the rabble as
Nothing of the kind. The mob is used

by middle class professionals The fundamental

the cause

ideas which caunsed the revolution were invented by
a few brilliant minds.”” Quite easy; get a few bril
liant minds to invent some ideas, pick up a hungry
rabble and go to it. Such is history! But following
this warning we read of much misery and economi
paralysis which appears to have s@me bearing on
the revolution I'he good King Louls 1s treated
very gently, and, ‘qmrllﬂ\ml with much dignity
suffered himself to be takéh™to the seaffold. He had
never understood what all the shooting and fuss
had been ahout And he had been too proud to ask
questions. ” Dear me! What 1s this lump in ow
Wafeel

constrained to lay violent hands on the first French

throat ; and whence this river in our eves!

man we may meet

We ecannot recommend Mr. Van Loon from tl
time onward. and would vote tor the destruction o
the remainder We pass over the jibes at the ro
volutionists, which may or mayv not, be justified. But
no justification can be advaneced for the statement

““The Age of Reason

written so eloquently during the Amenrican Revolu

which Thomas Pame haa
tion) ; -, ete Pain’s ‘“Age of Reason™™ wuas
written while awaiting death in a Paris jail during
the French Revolution. in 1794, and eloquent is the
last word which may deseribe that earnest docu

ment -

We turn from the school book history of the su
ceeding pages (our ob_ections would exceed 1n hulk
the hundred-odd pages that remain), to the com
ments on the working class and their struggle. Pag
425 we read: ‘‘In England, Robert Owgn, the owner
of many cotton mills, established a so-called ‘soci
alist Community’ which was a success. But when
he died the'prosperity of New Lanark came to an
end.”” 1In the

land, and Owen had severed his industrial connec

rst place, New Lanark was in Seot

tions with it and all his other factories long before
he died, being ruined prineipallv by the New Har
mony colony in the States
a business venture. ©

New Lanark was purely

Now follows Karl Marx, ‘‘He had heard of Owen
and Blanc and began to intérest Mpmself-in questions
of labor and wapges and unemployment’’ He had
heard of Blane all right, and Blanc had heard of
him. -As the Communist Manifesto was written in
January 1848 and the social workshops of the French
government (not Blanc) were not instituted until

after the February Rewalution of 1848 they could ,

hardly have been the caunse of Marx turning to labor.

fhen we read that his ‘‘liberal’’ views made hin
very unpopular with the police authorities of Ger
many. ‘‘Marx believed that all history was a long
struggle between those who ‘have’ and those who
don’t have We don't know why the ‘‘have’ and
don’t have ’ are in quotation marks, but we can ¢
sure. Mr. Van lL.oon that Marx never believed any
thing of the kind Again The introduction an
."'H"I'Hl use of maechinery had ereated a new class 1
society, that of the capitalists who used their sur
plus wealth to buy the tools which were then use

by the laborers to produce still more wealth, which

was acrain used to build inore factories and so on
until the end of tume Meanwhile, accecording t
Marx, the third estate (the bourgeoisie) was grow

ine richer and richer, and the fourth estate (the pr

letariat) was growing poorer and poorer, and h
predieted that in the I one man would possess all
the wealth of the orl hile the others would
his employvees and dependent en his good will
pnave 42¢ Of all the attempts to brielly suwmmaris
NFar \ responsibl vriter, this is the most pit
fully inadequate that we have seen. Entirely wron
substance and princi t arouses crave douht
8 to the author’s right to speak on other subjeets
But the same spirit prevails throuchout the en
tire hook I'he Paris Commune 18 not even men
oned 1848 revolutions but vaguely mtimated

and for the revolts of feudal and ancient histor)
condueted by the working class they are mentioned
with a sueer. when mentioned at all, which is sel
dom. Now this 18 common to almost every histor)
and will continue so for some time: the book under
review 1s not singnlar i this respect There ar:
many” errors, but Mr. Van Loon protests and warns
s readers acainst being taken for an infallible
eruide Many of these errors can be traced to a

soinewhat incomprehensible partiahty to the great

man and to good birth,—-for instance, on page 430
he says in the latter part of the 17th century ‘‘the
\larqwis de Laplace awas working on a new theory
of cregtion et Laplace did not be

com® a Marquis until after the Restoration of the
Bourbons in tike beginning of 4%e 18th century. The
noble Marqu& did not become an astronomer and
mathematician; on the contrary, the poor scientist
hecame a Marqnis

Aside from this, there is merit in having told th
Story of Mankind in less than 500 pages 1n such a
nanner that it cannot fail to mterest; 1t will cex
tainly tend to ereate a ncew concept of man’s d
Therein lies the value of the book, and

velopment

18 considerable We are of t

1e opinion that somn¢
ourageous publishei mld realize the cent. per
nt. 1item. and also satisfv the ntmost demands of
act, 1f some historian with the necessary traminge

leisure and substance were to apphy himself to the

task ot writine history in the light of Marx

J. D. HARRINGTON

ECONOMICS FOR WORKERS
(Continued from page 5)
Some people might think that if the value of a com
modity 1s determined by the labor spent on it, the

more 1dle and unskilful the laborer, the more valu

able would his commodity be, because more time
would be required in 1ts production. The labour
however, that formms the substance of value, is hom
ogeneous human labor On p. 46 Marx emphasises
socially necessary labor time The labor-time soci
ally necessary is that required to produce an article
under the normal conditions of production and with
the average degree of skill and intensity prevalent
at the time.”” ‘‘The introduction of pawer looms
into England probably reduced hy onc-half the labor
required to weave a given quantity of yarn into
cloth. The handloom weavers, as a matter of fact,
continued to require the same time as before; but
for all that, the produet of one hour of their labor
represented after the change only ha#f an hour’s
social labor, and consequently fell to one half its
> We see then that, that which de-

termines the magnitude of value of any article is the

former value.’

amount of labor time
duction
In a foot not Marx draws attention to an un

knmown writer who wrote in the vear 1738 or 1740

The value of the: the necessaries of life) when
they are exchanged the one for the other, is reegul
\ 1 b P intit  f ihor necessarily required
ind conimonly taker: rocducine them

Une bool n Bankine tarts out with this .
stinction m ma value and price

I'he value of rtiel exchange relationship
to .\|“V7‘1’ .x]:‘ 1

The writer, although startinz clear on value and
price, scon gets all 1 d ur Marx states it thus:

Exchanve value is the 11 (,me;s between two
Or mort 111 1111 upol the amount ()f
ociallv 1 rtn ed in their pte

1etion \ Ex nrze valu tlters aecord
ng nount of ) 1€ sarv labor tmme
embowled 1 tl

L minat values, commodities
avy commoen pre ert It, th socially n 'Cessary
labor time en ! I production ’

I'he value an article has in consumption 1s 1ts use
value, but u alue has no relationship to exchange

value, e o irpenter s hammer has probobly more

use value that any other tool he uses, but no one

vould sugzgest it has t redtesy exchange value

amongst his tools. Use va

e, although a necessary
tactor embodied 1n odity, has no x"‘ln?l()nﬁhip

to 1ts exchange value

A thine ean have a use value

and bave no exchang ilue, as Marx poims out re-
garding air, wate ind virgin soil. ¢ Again- a-thing
can be useful and the et of labor without being

a commodit

Whoever produces for his own wants creates use

value but not ommodities In order to [)l"(NthP.

commodities he must produce use values for others.

If the thipg 1s useless, the labwr contained in it is

also useless, and therefor creates no values. Marx

““If the

market cannot stomach all the linen that the weav-

iustrates how lahor can be waste labor

er has produced, even although every piece of it

onains no more labor tune than s socially neced-

ary, i spite of this we have had superfluous labor-

time of the community expended in the form of
veaving havine the same etfeet as if every individ-

ver had éxpended more labdr-time on this

] ticular produdt than wa yelally necessary.
he prool ot the labor theory of védlue is seen in
ery book on mdustrial eflicieney, illustrating cost-
ng departments and scientifie maoagement, with
ards giving  accurate time recsords to do certain

obs and with spases for noting the workers’ effici-
eney and produeti apacityv, to be entered with
moving pictures to elinunate
waste movements of the workers, and reducing hours
vhere fatigue has hampered output "
The Eficiency Magazine Oct. 1917:—“If
cows can be developed so as to give three times as

m |“4 lHiH\_ 1S f not

motion stud:es b

possible to train employees so
that the output will be multiplied three times}’’
Fhis during the war and since has been brought
abeut with greater division of labor and sepeialized
automatic machines

ke following words, from an advertisement by
a Coventry firm in lingland in their magazine: *“To-
days problem is how to turn out the work with less
time,”” show still further proof.

The struggle for the world’s markets is a struggle
to cheapen commodities between competitors, by
lessening the sociallv necessary labor time in their
produetion, and aleo to realize a surplus value, which
we will discuss in g future lesson.

Keep in view that exchange value is the socially
pecessary labor embodied in the production of\eon-
modities. 2
Next lesson is: Money. . We will then be abls to

take up the subject price more intelligently



