- any subject he is simply showing that his obser-
© svations and studies have been very superficial. I
“have no doubt that there are many valuable
~things to be learned even about farming that
have escaped practical farmers and scientists.
... In spite of occasiomal storms and cold snaps
. the winter has beauties and delights that are as
_‘enjoyable as those of any other season. At no
~other time is the air so pure and exhilarating as _ ) )
;Qﬁl,’lnz's snowstorm. The falling snow seems to forecast just how hard the winter will be.
purify it of every taint, and a walk over the This is a wise ack on the part of that mueh-
e : Thi:nowin't.:k? ;af‘na'nbeentinglee: . l:::nml;: » abused organization, for who would believe that
'Pipslm‘ by ﬂ‘lve he:\uty of Bt,he leaﬂesspe:reesy: In this is to be the hardest winter in a,'decade 2
past I have admired the trees when covered Who would speid their hard-earned savings on
food and coal and clothing, when it might be an

fuy, leaves, but lately I have been struck by
3 :hoir ;‘ﬁub?mn‘“:go:: e:g:mdxtﬁx% t;akrye.ml(zveg open winter ?  Besides, we have Smith’s Alman'ac
‘ {tetching. ‘It is only when you see them in their for 1913, which says, quite contrary to J omta:l sé
. winter nakedness that you can see how® wonder- that the winter will be open and mild, and tha
fully the trees are built up with branches to ,give the people will be subjected to heavy colds, etc.,
the outward form you. admire in the leafy sum- ... cyraple by Smith’s, etc.
.g:':“].)l‘anw:mtttr):emﬁ l;l;.ic::sy tl;::: 1::.&;2 :g;l; When it comes right down to realiweathero.lt.)g'y
. the trunk in such a way as to vive a certain the Weather Bureau leaves this delicate declslf)n
. evenness to the whole tree. Branches do mnot to the oldest inhabitants who are usually wise
‘overcrowd and yet, if no accident happens to ;. the ways of nature, or at least pretend to be.
R e  ntaroh nee iepnches You and I have our own opition as to the prob-
‘will fill put the gap in a very few years. Forest ability of a severe winﬁer, _apd this hOplIllOI_III is
trees need no pruning, for they prune themselves in no way shaken by the opinion o.f others. How-
‘. maturally. - Branches that do not get their place ever, let us mwéw.some of the signs, whlchf are
“jn the sun gradually die and fall off. That is the same as last winter and every winter belore.
why so many trees in the thick woods kave no Hiram Doolittle, who lives between London
‘branches except at the top where they can get and St. Thomas, says he looks for a hard winter.
their share of light and air. But because a full- He says that for nine days he has had no rest
grown tree has much the same shape as a little from his rheumatism dnd that this is an unfail-
tree this self-pruning has led to some curious jpg sign with him. ’
. mistakes. Many people think - that as a tree George H. Tightwad, who lives right in Lon-
grows t}xe branches are pushed up until a branch don, Canada, remarked at the station tl}e othgr
3 that was originally near the ground would be {ay that he was certain of a very cold time this
many feet in the air. The fact is that a branch yinter. When being questioned, he said that if
does not move up. It dies and falls off while a y, fijjeq his cellar with coal, the winter was soft ;
pew branch takes its place higher up. This ;o §ijd not, as this year, it would be very
fact has been. the undoing of many a spontaneous gecere, He explained that owing to the cellar
and graceful liar. I many times mt?t with a ¢ being cleaned, he had only obtained one ton,
story both in print .a.nd ‘in conversation about 1.0 was delivered last week. A mean indi-
’;ﬁﬁ“:n i‘; t;emloo‘t'}lgf":‘ﬁ’mﬁn:n‘g“ th‘;y h‘g::; vidual with straight, black hair, said he couldn’t
: s 2 get credit for more.
:::;m’i'th: al;ia(;;eﬁﬁn;her:n m:n};rz::;s t;b:&ar‘;selyfl':; On the farm is where they notice things.
down to sleep had beén lifted by the growth of Fran}{ Dean, who works by the year for Elias
the tree until it was fully fifty feet above the Perkins of Essex County, says the corn has a
gl:ound. I used to swallow that story regularly’ thicker and tougher shuck than usual, and Frank
St T ‘dsarnad somebow, somiewhére, that if he  ought to know, as he has husked all the corn on
had hung his saddle on a branch and the branch Senid dayd mud odd. speis: B FORAi cle.m_ls
¢ontinued to grow that ssddle would mever have DiS apples have a much thicker and tougher skin
moved a bit higher, except through the addition than usual, he having had to use a knife. for the
of rings of growth on that branch. It is too first time in :-uxty-tomt years. It appears that
| bad to puncture a. dear old story like that, for I the corn and apples will require greater protec-
i remember hearing it often on the lips of travellers = tion this year. o
- who had returned from the West, and there may A commercial travellgr who .makes a speCiality
be liars still living who enjoy telling it as one ©f observing things, says he is positive of a
severe winter season. He says he notices that
as the winter advances and, in proportion to its
severity, the women begin to wear low mneck
dresses, short skirts, and larger and larger muffs.
So far this fall and early winter, he has seen a

of the wonderful things they saw in far parts of
the earth.

tremendous ‘advance in these lines and looks for
the worst. -

Peter I1all, who lives down in Southern On-
tario, where the nuts grow, claims practically
every variety of nut he gathered this fall had a
thick shell, and some which he used to crack with
a little tack hammer now require the heavy claw
hammer.

Peter also says his hogs have much longer
hair than usual. He made a shake-down in a
fence corner for two, and he says the long, curly
hair they are growing is positively a shame.
Every crow has left the neighborhood, too, he
also admits. :

The other day a man in Hichse’s restauraunt
said he could tell the severity of the winter and
the number of snows by the first snow. He ad-
mitted it would be hard, and, upon being pressed
for the number of snows, he raised his tea to his
lips and mumbled something which nobody caught
and all felt ashamed to ask again. He was i
a hurry.

One thing which looks bad is that Premier
Borden admits sleeping under four blankets, with
two at his side, against three of all other years.

«Will the Winter be Ha;‘d ?

Editor - *“The Farmer’s Advocate’’:

Will the winter be hard ? That’s what we
want to know. The Weather Bureau is a valus
able institution and has given many a good warn:
ing to the people of the Dominion ; but there is
one thing it does mot try to do. That is, to

'~

# #* * *

We have not been paying much attention to
the level crossings for some time past, but that
was because I was waiting for some information
from the Railway Board. The problem ~ of
punishing offenders so that they would learn to
respect the law presented some difficulties, but
yesterday I received a letter from an officer of the
Board in which he says :

“If you can give the Board specific informa-
tion to enable them to take proceedings azainst
parties responsible, I can assure you the matter
will be ziven necessary attention.

If you are unable to give the name of the
employee who fails to give signal, give the num-
ber of the engine or the time such train passed
a given point.”’

It now remains with us to see that the need-
less slaughter of human beings at the level cross-
ings be stopped. If we will all report cases of
neglect to the Board, the railways will soon find
that they must obey the law, and give the signals
with both bell and whistle at every level cross-
ing. From now on I am going to report every
case that comes under my observation. Will you
do the same ? Remember that human lives are
at stake. To report neglect on the part of the
railways is only a small matter, but it may be

A ; Undoubtedly this will b ard winte
the means of saving many human lives. I hope hardest of a decade Th(,e win}t]l(:‘e;‘ "tht(ﬁr’ o
4 ! = ardest : 2 : is e one
you will help me in this. topic of conversation which never grows out of
e date. It is the most abused and most ¢
) ) ) 3 ok se ost argued
A Farmer’s Club of twenty members with their 4nd most thought of ( AREE
ilies has been in continual operation meeting , o |
fami - v e M g f()rl e ‘~ No wonder we want a weather hureau, when
on a day sp 3 > as L ar 1S our whole activity depends entirely upon that

only every month for the past twenty-seven years

in North Trumbull County, Ohio changeable thing, the weather.

There is one real

o expert on the weather subject. He is the farmer.
o Did you ever get up about half-past f
) - o - . ‘ h a as our on a
In the hst. of (‘h-nstnms t\"lmm(\tmp results,  summer morning and watch the man of the house
at the Ontario Agricultural (“”1'5“' 139 names  gean the sky for the first time and sav. “Wall
are included s the M‘St vear, 95 in the second T guess mebe it'1l rain t'day—"bout four‘é’clock 2
year, and 49 in the third. And it usnally does. ) 7
————— In conclusion, let me ask vou i
» N § - s A one little ques-
“The Farmer’s Advocate’” has saved me many tion T know voun can answer. Will the \\’i]nter
times its price each year. ) be hard 2
Victoria Co., Ont. WILLTAM RISED. Flgin Co., Ont. J. C. INMAN

e e
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Destroying Caterpillar Eggs.,
Kditor “The Farmer’'s Advocate'’::

On October 25th, 191‘2, I started a contest to
collect the egg masses in which the leaf-eating
caterpillar deposits its eggs. I told the children
of the Melbourne Ridge School that I would give
a prize to the boy and girl that would collect
the most egg messes.  The contest closed on
the 19th of December. - Total number of ‘egg
masses collected was 19,280. I allowed 300 eggs
to each one which would mean 5,784,000 cater-

pillars destroyed.

The prizes were won by Miss Lottie M. David-
son, age 12, who collected 2,490 masses, and
John Wilkins, age 13, who collected 8,393
masses. We have only ten pupils in our school,
go I think they did very well. :

I think the collection of these egg masses will
be of much benefit to the country, and I mean
to keep at it until I have destroyed all I can
around here, and hope that all the .people will
take a helping hand in the good work, wherever
they are bothered with caterpillars.

I would like to know what you and others
think of this plan to get rid of these little leaf-
eating caterpillars. 7

Richmond Co., Que. E.

[Note.—Excellent .j—Ed itor.]

DAVIDSON.

L]

A Society for Maple-Sugar Makers.

The Hon. Minister of Agriculture for Quebec,
J. Ed. Caron, has granted a charter for the
formation of a co-operative society of maple-
sugar and syrup makers. This society is to hold
its first annual meeting for the election of direc-
tors at Waterloo, Que:, on Thursday, January
9th, 1918, at 10 a.m. Sessions will also be held
in the afternoon and evening, at which a
number of addresses will be given upon the vanri-
ous aspects of the maple industry. Luc Dupuis,"
the Provincial Demonstrator, will give a lecture
in French: M. F. Goddard, John H. Grimm,
Prof. J. F. Spell, and others, are expected to
speak in English. It is also hoped that Presi-
dent Carleton, of the Vermont Sugar Makers’ As-
sociation, will either attend or send someone to
represertt the old-established and successful society
of the neighboring State.

The meeting will not confine itself to the discus-
sion of methods of making syrup and sugar, but
will deal also with marketing problems and the
problem of better legislative protection of the in-
dustry. It is believed that co-operation will en-
able Quebec farmers not only to sell more syrup
than at present, but also to sell it at much better
prices.

A display of maple products will be on exhibi-
tion in the hall, and manufacturers are invited
to send exhibits of sugar-bush utensils.

Parcel Post in United States.

With January 1st, 1913, started Parcel Post
in the United States. It covers all the United
States, and her outlying possessions. Americans
will now carry on their own express business. It
will be cheaper than express. For example, one
can send a parcel weighing one pound from New
York to Philadelphia for six cents, or to Chicago
for nine cents. The charge for each additional
pound will be four cents in the former case and
seven in the latter. The country is divided into
3,382 zones, little squares, or postal units, as
they are called. A number of maps correspond-
ing with the zones has been published for the use
of postmasters. There is only one zone map for
each locality. Special parcel post stamps are
issued. Parcels carried must not measure more
than six feet in length and girth combined. Par-
cels may be insured against loss in transit. On
the 43,000 mail routes the carriers will serve
16,000,000 persons, which should prove a boon
to trade. Butter and lard and fish, fresh meats,
dressed fowls, vegetables, fruits, and such perish-
able articles, will be accepted for local delivery.
With an added equipment of 10,000,000 bundle
tags, 30,000 weighing scales, 25,000 special mail
sacks, 110,000 tape measures and 195,000 rupber
stamps, the post office department of the United
States has.inaugurated what they believe to be
a system which will greatly benefit the people,
and at the same time add a magnificent sum to
the returns of the department.

A New Year’s Wish.

I am delighted and much benefited by the many
practical items of advice given in vour editorials,
and with your efforts to aid in securine Traction
Ditchers in Canada duty-free, for thevnare much
needed, and as yet not manufactured here. Suc-
cess to you and Weldwood is the wish of

J. STANDISH (V.S.).
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