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benefit from inoculation, and one-third found fair
results. The remaining one-sixth reported no
benefit, but it was noticed that all these were able

to grow excellent crops without nitro-culture
treatment of the seed, sho wing that their land
was already naturally inoculated. Another line

of experiments was to compare mixed grains with
oats and barley alone. The majority favored
mixed grains, while, as a single grain, oats were
quite generally preferred to barley.

And this spring, from the prairie, came report
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AGRICULTURAL ORGANIZATION AND OUTLOOK
IN NOVA SCOTIA.

The 1906 annual report of the Secretary
Agriculture in Nova Scotia is of special interest,
by reason of the fact that it contains the report
of the lusty young Agricultural College at Truro,
which is essentially a Maritime institution. The
report was prepared by Prof. M. Cumming, Prin-
cipal of the College, who has been acting also as
Secretary for Agriculture since the death of Mr.
B. W. Chipman, on April 21st, 1906. In his in-
troductory review, Prof. Cumming states that,
while owing to lack of intimacy with the execu-
tive details of the Agricultural Department, it has
been impossible to accomplish so much as he
would have liked, yet the temporm‘y. union of
offices has been, for the most part, a benefit, hav-
ing served to unify the work of the College and of
the Agricultural Department.

The work of the Department has expanded
greatly during the past few years. Under its
direction there are now 166 agricultural societies,
with a membership of 8,498 ; the Nova Scotia
Farmers’ Association, with many branch county
associations ; the Nova Scotia Fruit-growers’ As-
sociation ; the Travelling Dairies, and the Agri-
cultural College. Both at the College and
other ways the Department is doing all in its
power to encourage the keeping of a better class

of live stock. The breeding of heavy horses is
being specially encouraged, though the claims of
the light-harness men were recognized by the pur-
chase of two Standard-bred stallions. In order
to stimulate the shéep business, g couple of ram
sales were held in Eastern Nova Scotia last fall.
Agricultural societies are learning the important
lesson that pure breeding in itself is nothing
unless combined with individual merit, and pro-
gressive societies, as well as individuals, are exer-
cising more care in the selection of breeding males.
The folly of crossing breeds has also become
apparent that many societies,

for

in

SO
in purchasing sires,

have agreed to adhere to one, or at most two
breeds of each kind of stock.
Another line of especially uscful work has heen

the setting out of 28 model orchards,
one, and in some cases two, in every
side the recognized fruit counties, viz., Annapolis,
King's and Hants. Many of these orchards
doing splendidly, and in many cases
people in their

there being
county out-
are
are inducing
respective localities out
trees and care for them properly A few more of
these model orchards are to be planted
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last

to set
this vear
majority of the agricultural meetings held «
vear were under the auspices of the

County
Farmers’ Associations.

The Department of Agri (
culture at Ottawa sent three speakers,
reliance

but greater
placed
speakers, including members of the
faculty

than heretofore has heen upon 1

local College

This policy is to be very wisely adhered f
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tories given in the report indicate an increaseqd

make over 1905 of 3,500 pounds of butter and
83,000 pounds of cheese. However, the |ocal
markets are so good and easily available, that
most of the butter is manufactured in pPrivate

dairies. ;
appreciated. Last year there were two in opera-
tion, one under Miss Shuttleworth in Inverness,
Cape Breton and Victoria Counties, and the other
under Miss Millar in Pictou, Colchester, Cumber-
land and Hants. The possibilities of dairying in
Nova Scotia have only begun to be realized. The
local market is far from being supplied, and

The travelling dairies have been greatly

ac-
cess to the export markets is exceedingly easy.
The travelling dairies will continue for at least

a few more years.

The report of the heads of the Agricultura)
College is in itself a valuable publication. We
shall have occasion to quote from this somewhat,
but meantime may observe that the institution is
fast being recognized as the fount of agricultura)
progress in the Atlantic Provinces. The growth
in popularity is healthy and solid, and more rapid
than we had anticipated. The f(irst regular ses-
sion was concluded on April 15th, 1906, with an
enrolled attendance of 23 young men. The second
session commenced October 31st, and numbered on

its roll 30—all but one from Nova Scotia. The
winter short courses, embodying, as they do, an
epitome of the two-year course, are still more

widely patronized. The attendance at this two-
weeks’ course during the first year of the College
was 68; last year it was 83, and in 1907 it was
102, of whom 21 came from New Brunswick. In
conclusion, we cannot do better than quote the
words of the report, which convey a confident but
by means overdrawn impression of the out-
look for the College and the value of its work :
* Specific instances

no

as to known improvements
parts of the report are
but a small part of the work that is actually be-
ing accomplished. It is as the dignity of agricul-
tural work becomes recognized, as enthusiasm for
the calling grows, and as confidence
practice becomes established, that great
be looked Nevertheless, these
fruits of the College work are already, in a meas-
ure, manifest, and will
the next '

mentioned in various

in methods
Ol re-

sults may for.

be, to a greater extent, in
few years.’
One cannot help feeling that the ‘ause ol agri-
culture is now being ably championed in the Mari-
time Provinces. The
be cumulative.

results, already marked,
will The spirit of disheartening

apathy towards agriculture ig giving way to one

f confidence and hope, and a very large share of

the credit is due to the College and its practical,

‘nergetic staff.  When the history of the Maritime

Provinces comes to be written, the impress of its
nfluence will he traceable on many a page The

Provinces, though not relving on the

to

arm the same extent as Upper Canada. will
of a live organization, which acknowledges the '© never bhe great without g pProgressive agriculiure,
Manitoba Agricultural College as its fount and \ note of hopefulness in the dairy bhusiness js and this depends to g far greater degree than
center. It is called the Manitoba Agricultural S°Unded toward the close.  Returns from the fa Hany realize upon the presence of a live agricul-
College Research Association, and consists of the
stafl and practically all the first class of students e — S— — — —————
of that institution Besides these, its ranks will eWINNIPEG |
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