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communication. We showed how its extinction was but a 
matter of time, provided our statesmen act as such, and not 
as temporizers who shrink from bold action for fear of losing 
a few sheep from out of the party fold. Pitt and Grenville 
acted tfnwisely in framing and passing the Quebec Govern­
ment Act, as we shall see further on,—but they did so under 

of circumstances which will not occur again. In
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the present article we shall present a few facts and arguments 
in favour of one code of common law. „ An assimilation ef 
the laws of the Dominion being most desirable; not of such 
vital importance as the use of but one language and that the 
English, throughout Canada, but still an object to be always 
kept in view, and the accomplishment of which must eventu­
ally be effected if we would become a strong community.

We have all observed, and many of us have felt, some 
of the embarrassments which arise from the existing conflict 
of laws between the various provinces of the Dominion, and 
between Canada and the United States; and we are all satis­
fied that much trouble might be saved to individuals, to 
courts and to governments, by the adoption of a code of 
what is called private international law-preparatory to the 
assimilation of the laws of all English speaking peoples and 
the tributary nations and dependencies of the British empire.

Big-hearted and wide-loving politicians, and these by no 
dreamers or would be dwellers in Utopia, or vulgar 

. 20 communists or bloody anarchists, have in all ages been men 
32 and felt for all mankind, and have desired all men to feel

- 33 for them in turn, and have prayed that the world should 
34 become one big industrious, peaceful hive:—
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:

“The bees have common cities of their own, 
And common sort ; beneath one law they live, 
And with one common stock their traffic drive.”
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ARTICLES OF OUR POLITICAL FAITH.¥ ..... ______ ________ - Virgil, by Drydm.
’ if Has been written by the Rev. Mr. Cooper

ilSjtHl WÊSÊÊm
pot presume to decide; but in my humble opinion, if it is practicable, it mJre dent more cautious, and less litigious. Men would be better 
is not good policy. If the Canadians derive no advantages (and I believe ^ to ;ud„e when they ought, and when they ought not, to go to law. 
for my part that they do) by passing out of the resume of the French would be better jurors, better arbitrators, wiser and better citizens.”
laws under that of the English laws, with their French inclinations, their nc> wuu,u 1
French laws, with their French religion, in a word, having nothing about Jt js ajj very right and proper for a parson to attempt to
them but what is French, with the exception of the British subject placed sweep away the Devil’s own i.e. lawyers; but if every 
oVer them ;—will not the Canadians, I ask, end by onè day rejecting the communjtv did as Mr. Cooper suggests would the lawyers be 
only portion of their government which is not French.’ —Mr. Towns- community uiu W fpo rnrimis We
hendin British House of Commons, on Government of Quebec Act, 1JJ4- fewer in number, less rapactous, or less fee-rociOUS. We

“I must liere note the mischievous results prominently exhibited in think not, he might kill them off tn the various nations or com- 
— the provision which the Government of Lower Canada makes for the munities so long as the latter remained isolated and had no 

first want of a people, the efficient administration of justice. The law intercourse with their neighbours, but so soon as they camé 
of the province and the administration of justice are, m fact, a patch- . .u jawvers would be required to decide private dis- 
work of the results of the interference at difterent times of different legis- togetner la y . . ^ nr mnrp nations asso-
lative Dowers, each proceeding on utterly different and generally incom- putes between the Citizens of t e „ , - . ,
plete views, and each utterly regardless of the other. The law itself is dating together. For even xtf all the states in the world 
a mass of incoherent and conflicting laws, part French and part English, ri„jdly followed OUt Mr. Cooper’s programme the results

would differ, the laws ^

aDDlv thic to all who speak the English language) appears there in a and the mode of life and subsistence of the people. They J*1 ® 
rnnrHtinn of inferiority It is to elevate them from that inferiority that reference to the degree of hber;y which the constitution of the c try

mrtituùonsof prormces, to havej,rou(;M too«a, » niml yto eiciSy'm'"'' The' SûuS’prï-
possible to those of England. — f°rd John Russell tn B nttshH / nations is, no doubt, instituted or positive law,
Commons in 1839, rejerrtng to the Canadian Constitutional Act of ,79'- ^consent, and agreement. But it would beimproper

In our article in the November number of the A„=u> î-om^Ze

Saxon “One Language,” we pointed out the inconveniences, inciples of right reason, the same views of the nature and constitution 
oven hardships suffered by the British majority in permitting £f man, and the same sanction of Divine revelation, as those from 
the use of the French language as an official medium of which the science of morality ir deduced. There ,s a natural and a pog|

PROCEDURE. ■ONE CODE OF COMMON LAW AND
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