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TOPICS OF AN OLD-
TIMER

The Irish in America—The Nationality
of Washington and Jefferson—Chief
dustice Karshall of Irish Stock—
Matthew Lyon, an Irish Congress-
man, Made Jefferson President—
Why the Irish are Mostly Democrats
—The Story of Blennerhasset.

My friend, John Hurley, has' written
to me saying how well pleased he is
with Mr. Casson's article on thg
“UIrish in America,”” as published in
the April ‘‘Munsey But Mr. Hur-
ley has notions different from M
Casson and mysell. I have added twg
names to Mr. Casson's list of presi-
dents of the United States of Irish
antecedents, but Mr. Hurley would
add many more, beginning with the
great Washington himseli. He claims
that there are not only Irish Wash-
ingtons but that there was a McWash-
ington in Virginia in Washineton's
day. Nay, more, that Washington is
a Gaelic name slightly altered from
the original. Probably we shall now
have a controversy on our hands to
determine whether Washington's an-
cestors were from York or from
Cork

Mr. Hurley also claims Jeflerson to
be of Irish instead of Welsh descent
W(‘”, if Jefferson, the father of Am-
erican institutions, were not of Irish
blood, I am pretty sure he was of
good old Celtic stock. Mr. Hurley
gives several reasons for the faith
that is in him with regard to Jefier-
son’'s antecedents. I believe he ad-
mits that Jeflerson's ancestors went
from Wales to Virginia, but they went
first from Ireland to Wales. At any
rate the Welsh are a Celtic nation
like the ancient Britons themselves,
and there was formerly a good deal
of intercourse between them. I know
from my reading of American maga-
zines ihat Jefierson had a great re-
gard for the Gaelic language. At the
time McPherson's Ossianic poems
were published and that was about
the time he was president of the Un-
ited States, he studied with books
and teachers to learn to read those
poems in the original Gaelic, claiming
they contained beautiful thoughts and
expressions superior to anything that
could be found in English, and ideas
that were more valuable to the schol-
ar than golden ore or any other pre
cious metal. Mr. Hurley, however,
gives the Irish pedigrees and particu-
lars of the Irish/Jeffersons.

While writing once on the claim
that the American revolution was a
Celtic product and to show that the
generally accepted theory that the
Celts overturned many nations but
never constructed a lasting ome, 1
marshalled the names and nationali-
ties of those that went to make Am-
erica—those from the so-called '‘Cel-
tic fringe of Great Britain,”” as well
as the French contingent. The Welsh
came in for more credit perhaps than
they were justly entitled to. To their
credit 1 placed the name of Chief
Justice Marshall, the most renowned
of the early chief justices of the Un-
ited States, and the one who had the
most to do with the determining of
the great constitutional questions.
John Jay was before him, but he did
not long fill the position. I believe
Jay was of French descent.

But at any rate I received a letter
from a lady, a Mrs. Hayes of Chica-
go, informing me that I was mistak-
en in giving the Welsh the credit of
Chief Justice Marshall's name, as’she
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low the subject up. [ think, how-
ever, that I will be safe in adding the
Marshalls to the Irish contingent in
the making of America

In the very early days of the Re-|

public, and when the elvetion of the
second president of the federal gov-
ernment was iuvolved, an Irish mem-
ber of Congress distinguished himsell.
This was Matthew Lyon of Vermont.
He was what was then known as a
probationer. There were three Irish
signers of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence who were probationers. They
were unable to pay
the ship owners and bound themselves
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their passage to |

to the captain to work for him until |

the amount of their indebtedness was

paid.

Matthew Lyon had been a Dub- |

lin printer and started the first news- |

paper in Vermont. He became a man
of very considerable importance, mar-
ried the Governor's daughter and was
sent by his district as 4 representa-
tive to Congress. The House of Re-

presentatives of Congress then elected |

the presidents. Tne candidates were
Both were distinguished and both were
extremely popular. The chances of
each were about alike, and on a
count-up there was an equal number
on each side without counting Mr
Lyon’'s yote. When the votes came to

|Thomas Jeflerson and Aaron Hull‘.i

be cast, however, Mr. Lyon voted fnr1
;']'humas Jeflerson, and Mr. Jeflerson |

was declared
oneivote

the popular choioce by
Lyon had cause to quarrel

|

[with the John Adams Administration |’

{to the

which followed that of Washington,
and preceded that of Jefirrson [
think it was over the Alien and Sedi-
tion laws to which Jefierson's follow-
ers were strongly opposed. Those of
Irish proelivities, too, disliked Adams
and his policy, especially with regard
Irish. Thos. Addis
Dr. McNevin, Mr. Sampson and oth-
ers of the '98 men, were then in
Paris, waiting for passports to Am-
erica, but which the American Minis-
ter hesitated to supply, and this
gered Lyon, who assaulted one of the
members of Congress who favored the
Adams policy. This is said to have
been the first violence perpetrated in
the United States The
Jeflersonians were then known as the
Republicans and the Adams party as
the Federals The Irish npaturally
joined in with the Republicans,
when tnat party was
Democrats under Andrew
they continued to adhere ‘o it nd
here we have one of the
the mass of Irish voters of Am-
erica have adhered to the
party ever since Another zood rea-
son for their pursuing this policy was
that the Tammany
York was organized originally by an
Irishman, and that
vears supplied the brains for
mocratic party

. B .

Congress.

.l,u kson
easons why

the

Society of Vew
soclety inr mahn)

the De-

Hamilton be-
the I'ederals and
got into a tangle

In a little while Alex
came the leader of
he and Aaron Bur:
which resulted in a duel in which
Hamilton met with his death, and
consequently he has been deified. The
Hamiltonians or Federals afterwards
Whigs, advocated measures which
were contrary to the principles of
popular government and were of an
aristocratic tendency. The Republi-
cans (afterwards Democrass) main-

{tained the very opposite and out of

|

these extremes came the duel in which
Hamilton was killed by Burr. Ever
since that sad occurrence popular pre-
judice in the United States has made
Hamilton out a saint and Burr a very
devil, and I believe very unjustly.
. - .

Burr was tried for manslaughter but

was never convicted. During the pro-
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DOUGLAS HYDE, LL.D.

Who will lecture in Massey Hall this evening.

Around D1

\]u'ﬂ\ this

who will
Hall

centres an undertaking of such magni

Douglas Hyde
evening at Massey
tude and of such
that

than the nationalizing of

far-reaching results

it has nothing less for its object

Ireland and

the awakening of the world %o a pa

ticipation in the work. The aims of

|
{Douglas Hyde are by no means new

Sixty years ago they were in the
!mimls of other patriotic Irishmen, but
(it remained for Mr. Hyde to evolve a
| plan by which these aims might be
|come practicable, and the carrving
out of this plan has become the life
|work of its organizer. The Celtic
[ Revival which may be said to have
fassumed its modern form t
i ten vears ago, when so far as
[city was concerned it was introduced
[to us in the memorable lecture deliv-
lered h_\' the Countess of Aberdee

i.\ll[)plt‘lllt‘!l'(‘li by the Earl of Abe:

abou

oul

|secution a Maryland lawyer, who was {deen, then Governor-General, has for

knew that his antecedents were Irish |

and his family a Dublin family,
the truth of which she was able to
vouch, as she was in communication
with a member of the Marshall fam-

on account of illness I failed to fol-
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more noted for his libations than
the correctness of his utterances,
gave Burr a very bad character, and
it is to this man's vindictiveness ol
feeling and untruthfulness of utter-

{ance, we are indebted for all the vile
{accusations brought against him. And
ily, who informed her of the fact. But |this brings us to the story of Blen-
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nerhasset.
L ° -

I am writing now altogether from
memory and forget Blennerhasset's
first name. At any rate he was an
Irish gentleman of a well known

'mu' of its chief objects the re-intr
|

duction pof the Irish language into the

{every day life of the people. This

{project Dr. Hyde has made his own |

|particular task, and as his instru-

‘ment the Gaelic League has been form-
{ed of which he is the world-renowned
| President.

Dr. Hyde is now about 44 vears of
rage, and is a native of Kilmactranny,
{County Sligo, Ireland. He is the son
of a minister and was himself intend-
ed for the ministry, but from this he
was diverted, and since leaving Trin-

|Munster family, who took it into his ity he is known by his writings,prose

lhead to settle in America and there and poetic, and as the speaker
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enjoy all the blessings of free institu-
tions, a romantic residence, and a

(Continued on page 5.)

and examine a copy of our cata-
logue if you have any idea of tak-
ing a preparatery course for a

We believe there is no school equal
to ours for methodic business train
ing and for producing good results.
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W. K SHAW, - .
Toronto.
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patl
{excellence in the cause of a resurrect-
ed Ireland. Dr. Hyde is a scholar of
rare attainments. At college he was
a “Literature man,”” and amongst
ih“ lingual accomplishments may be
counted English, German, Latin,
Greek, Hebrew and Gaelic Like
Burns, the poet of Scotland, Dr

1 }‘,\

i

[ Hyde
llnlll' and life of
mate association wi‘h its peasantry
1Ilv visited them in "heir
|one in their sports,
| their
[of banshee and fairy until he became
!nuhu‘wl with their very spirit, and |
even into their religious life, he en-
[tered so sympathetically
|of poems, “The Religious
|
|
|

acquired nis krowledge of
his ~ountry by

homes, made

played cards at

firesides, listened to their tales

that a book
Songs of
Connacht,”” his last work, exhibits in
a voluminous collection, much of
which we on this the water
| —Catholic though we be—are altoge
[ther ignorant Others of Dr. Hvde's
literary productions are his ‘‘“March
(ing Song of the Gaelic Athletes,”
?“lk‘sidv the Fire,”” “The Love Songs
of Connacht,”” an address, ‘“The Ne-
?u'ssily for De-Anglicizing Ireland,”
{and Literary History of Ire-

“The
(land.”” The favorite pen name of D

side of

. |Hyde is An Craoibhin Acibhinn,which

fone of our Toronto Irishmen has
{translated for us as ‘‘The l‘lu-;mn.t'
| Little Branch.”
The President of the Gaelic League
(1s one of the world's busy men. He
1S never idle. On his American tour
he has spoken in over half one hundred
|different cities and wherever he has
been he had left behind him the mem-
lory of a forceful personality, and an
eloquent oratory which has proved a
potent instrument for awakening on
the American continent a great inter-
est and determination to help on the
work of the Celtic Revival. That
the reception of this great
Irishman to-night in Massey Hall,
will be in keeping with the spirit of
the great gatherings that have greet-
ed him elsewhere, is the hope and ex-
pectation of all inlerested, in uphold-
ing the fair name of the Queen City
as the first of hospitable hostesses,
and of all desirous of placing Ireland
once more in her legitimate place as
one among the nations.

IPIUS X. AND SCRIPTURE!
' STUDY

Pope Pius X. on the Methods to be
Observed in Ecclesiastical Semin-
aries in the Study of Sacred Serip-
ture

|

|

PIUS X., POPE
FOR PERPETUAL REMEMBRANCE

The Biblical Question has, perhaps,

never been of such importance as it

iIs to-dayv. and it is therefore abso

lutely necessary that clerics
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their authority, when
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5. With regard to the Old
ment, he will make use of the
results of research in illustrating the |
history of the Hebrew people and
their relation with other Oriental na-
tions; he will treat of the main fea-
tures of the Mosaic Law; and will ex-
plain the principal prophecies

6. He will take especial pains to
imbue his students with zeal to study
and understand those psalms which
they recite daily in the Divine Office;
he will select some of those psalms
for interpretation in order to
by way of example the method to be
followed by the students in their pri-
vate studies to interpret the others

7. Treating of the New Testament,
he will explain briefly and clearly the
special characteristics of each of
four gospels, and the proofs of
authenticity; he will also illustrate
the general character of the entire
gospel story, and the doctrine con-
tained in the Epistles and the other
Books.

8. He will pay special zitention in
treating of those parts of both Tes-
taments, which concery Christian
faith and morals.

9. He will always remember, espec-
ially in treating of the New Testa-
ment, fo conform to the precepts he
explains those who are afterwards by
their words and their example to
teach the people the doctrine of sal-
vation. He will, therefore, in the
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i6. In all academies every candidate
for academical degrees in theology
will be asked certain questions on
Scripture relating to the historical
and critical introduction as well as
to exegesis; and will prove by exam-
ination that he is suﬂiuvnil_v ac-
quainted with the Hebrew tongue and
has a knowledge of biblical Greek.

17. The students of Sacred Scrip-
ture are to be exhorted to read not
only interpretations of the Sctipture,
but good authors who treat of sub-
jects with this study for
historv of both Testa-
life of our Lord and the
and books of travel in Pal-
estine—froaxr all of which will
acquire knowledge of biblical
places and customs

18. To fu this object efiorts
will be made to supply each seminary
as far as ances will permit,
with a librarv in which books
of this kind will be at the disposal of
the students
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our will and our command,
evervthing to the contrarv notwith-
standing )

Given at Rome at St. Peter's on
the 27th day of March, 1906, the third
of our Pontificate

A. CARD. MACCHI.

Witk Our Subscribers
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Arthur, May 8, 1906

Dear Sir,—You will please find en-
closéd the sum of one dollar. I am
more than pleased with the Register
It should be in every Catholic home.

Yours D. P. J. MALONE,

Box 30, Arthur, Ont.
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MADE BRY

Ye Olde Firme of Heintz-
man & Co.
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