ance to do what God has commanded, because He
has commanded it. Yes—we have a will contrary
to the good, perfect and acceptable will of God;
and this is very experimentally known after we are
made willing, by the grace of God, to come to
Christ ; so that to do the will of God is more or
less connected with denying self, ** Whose sin is
covered.” Who would not faint under the strug-
gle, if it were not so ? God Himself has covered
sin up, out of His own sight.  This is what we
need. How man tries to cover the evil of his
heart from his fellow-man ; yet, even human sagae
city can often pierce through the hollow covering,
And man himself is ill satisfied with it ; witness
his round of religious duties to try to cover it, and
his natural proneness to superstition, But it is
the atonement of Christ which covers sin before
God. It is God Himself who has set forth Christ
4s a propitiation through faith in His blood. Here,
when we discover sin, we can yet meet God, not
in anger, but in mercy ; for the sin which we have
discovered is covered up before Him, 1 do not
believe that there can be settled peace on the soul,
till, taught of the Spirit, it finds the emphatic
meaning of such texts as these: % Qur old man
has been crucified with Him "« God sending His
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin
condemned sin in the flesh”—God ** hath made
Him to be sin for us who kuew no sin, that we
might be made the righteousness of God in Him."
The mighty moral necessity of the Son of God be.




