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oviilencfl of various witncwoft m to the vexationH and <lelay

whidi attondutl private arliitrationN unili<r the H]H>«ial Railway

ActM iiH now exeroised. It wiih Hhtiwii that tht'No urIiitiationH

oven lingered for inontlm and years and coiintantly defeated

the very object and purpono for which they were demanded,

and of couino while tiie railway conipanieH Hutl'ered from this

cauNe the public Muti'ered hIno.

Mr. GiM'iN did not inti lul U> uppoHe the introduction of the

Bill : he would, however, nay that it would he neccMNary for

the LegiHlaturo to conHii'.or how far it was wise, how far it wan
lieHt for the interests of the puldiir that Parliament should

interfere in the management of what, after all, was private

enterprise, when they took up mattei-s which were generally

l)est managed liy the companies themselves in their own
interests; how far, in short, they might do mischief where

they intended to do good. There was no douht that a new
tribunal was much wanted to deal with these various (pies-

tioUH . . It was perfectly well known that while the

cost 01 one line of more extent might be so much per mile,

some of the smaller lines, like the Metropolitan, the Charing

Cross and some portions of the Hrii'hton line, Ivid cent an

enormous sum, and that to hav? the faro at anything like the

Bauo rate would be obviously unjust.

vi.i. ..i-rei.- Col. Berehford rose chiefly to enter his dissent from the
(ord'»rfm»rk»; ypj^JQ,, ^^1,;^!, i,aii Imua e.\pres,sed by the Hon. Mendier for

Northampton (Mr. Uilpin) against the adoption of the running

through system. He believed that, under proper supervision,

the through system could be adpted with safety and certainty

and that it would greatly add to the convenience of the

public.

Extracts from tlie Act.

I'liMic Rcncral This Act n-ay be cited as the Regulation of Railways Act
Ax:t«, 187;). of 1H73, and provides amongst other things

:

(Sec. 4.) For the appointment of Railway Commissioners.

(Sec. .5.) Commissioners shall sell or dispose of any .stock,

share, debenture!, or other security of any llailway Company
in the United Kingdom, in which, at the time of his appoint-

ment, he .shall own or 1x3 interested in for his own benefit.
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Canal Act,
1873.
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Conimi««ion- (See. 7.) The Commissioners have power, before entering
ere inay a»k upon the regular hearing, to enable companies to make expla-
exnlaiiatum ',. .° n i i i. r i

iHjKircheariug. nations as to any alleged violations oi law.

(Sec. 10.) Transfers to the Commissioners certain powers

and duties of the Board of Trade.

(Sec. 11.) Explains the provisions of the Act of 18,54 a« to

the receiving, forwarding, and delivering of ti'athc, and as to

No iiniliie the companies not giving undue or unreasonable preference or
(ircference or advantage in favour of any j)articular person or company, and

US to the regulations against unrea.sonable delay.

(Sec. 12.) Gives the Commissioners pov, r is to through

rates.
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