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i). The question of priority of discovery of the Hudson's Bay, and of the temtories on the confines

of the rivers and Lays ecmnected with the Hudson's Bay, does not appear to be in favour of French

pretensions. If disco^ery alone is to convey a title ^o either nation, the French pretensions must fall.

10. It is not denied {imf,- E) that Hudson .liscovered the bay which bears his name, (1) and that ho

wintered there in KilO-ll. In the follo\ving year, Button, following in the path already traced by

Hudson, discovered Nelson River, which lie named after his pilot, who (Ued during the expedition, and

ho passed the winter of Kiri-IK in the bay. It would seem the faihu'e of these di.seoverer8, in their

main object, to find a north-\vest passage, discouraged fm-thor enterprise in this direction, and (2) " the

business slept fi'oni KiKi to 1G;U," while their attention was tm-ned towards the South. In WM Luke

Fox went and ^nntered at Nelson Elver. James wintered in the Bay in WM-:\2 {notr F.) In l(iG7 or

16fi8, (Jillam, wth Des Grozeliers and Ba.lison, {not.' G) went to Hudson's Bay and established lum.self-

at lluperfs river. On his retimi to England a Company was fomied which, under the name of " Tho

Go^ mor and Company of Adventiu-ers of England trading into Hu.ls.m's Bay," obtained from

Charles II. the famous Chiirter bearing date tlie 2nd May, 1070.

In the same year the Company sent out au expedition to make a permanent establishment, ^vlth Mr.

Bailey as Governor, and Fort Nelson was founded as the principal post.

il. Tho French meet this, without denying the early discoveries of Hudson, Button, Fox, and

James by saying (:3) that possession of unknown countries must bo taken by some formal act, such as

plantin-'the'arms of the King wh.. claims a title to it ; that those travellers have left no account of their

discoveries, and consequently it is not established that they ever took possession of the countries they are

said to have visited, in the name of their Sovereign. They further pretend that in IC^O Jean Boimlon

sailed from (iuebec and took possession of the Baie du Nord, and that this is proved by the register of the

Council of New France of the 2Gth August, 16.30. That in 1001 the Indians of the North Bay came

expressly to confirm the good understanding between them and the French, an.l asking for a Missionary

and that Father Dablon went there in the same year. That there were expeditions of Couture and

Duquet in lOOU ; and that the expedition at GiUani was led there by rebellious subjects who could

convey no title, and that the very fact of Des Grozeliers and lladisson being able to lead the Lnghsh

Captain Gillam there, shows that they had themselves been there before, and consequently '-^ acquired

the ten.itory for the King. The French then proceed to relate the voyage of De Laii^on to Sault Ste

Marie in 1071, and his formal taking possession in the name of the King o Franoewith the consent of

seventeen nations, among whom were the Indians from Hudson's Bay. They also insist on the voyage

of P. Albanel and St. Cimon in 1671-72.
tt .i „ '

l-> This is an unfortunate answer. It either goes too far or not far enough. To get over Hudson

and BvUton's discoveries, it cuts off the expeditions of Couture and Dmpet of which there are no fonna

records. The same may be said of the overland expedition of Des Groze lers and lladisson. Prior to

he voyage of Gillam in company with them, there is no record whatever of Des Grozehers and Itadissou

ever havfng been at Hudson's Bay, nor is it even now said in what year they were there. It is a m re

ZL in no way proved by their conducting Gillam to Hudson's Bay. The experience derived fr.,m

rrrland joJej' even if it had taken place, could not have aided them in a voyage by sea. Again

"anything were to be drawn fa-om the quality of these two adventurers as Frenchmen, by panty of

reason ng - hould have to deprive Spain of .he results of C.^^^^̂ ^'^r^s. The presence of a
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