
illingly entrust

;e your answer,

t party ihsuos,

reater moment,
cts formed and

ii the cauNes of

om obvious or

sk of fatiguing

is come when
tion in society

the result of

calm, accurate

be tinite mind
)wn character-

the phj'sician

tied in any so-

that be said

'e some coun-

Licated gentlo-

'. Notably is

conversed on
igh tone ; the

another; the

} members of

3d ; nearly all

31' the last 98

mtries where

y when men
Jrvation, how
logical minds
be scientific

I had almost

While it is

lements that

pal order are

the mutual

ANNUAL ADDRESS.
11

dependence of things upon each other when we could logically
establish nothing more than co-existence or succession

; as if eo^e'c-
istence or succession necessarily implies connection or relation •

Look at the writings of a Spencer and a Huxley for illustrations
of what I state. They, with Tyndall, have occupied a larger
share of our thoughts than have many hundred more scientitlc
writers who preceded and accompanied them. Yet what but bold
assumption and word painting have we gleaned from the first of
these

i
and a plausible but illogical mode of drawing conclusions.

SYNTHESIS IN MEDICINE.

While medical writers during the past and early part of the
present centuries analysed, divided and separated diseases, and
gave prominence to qualities and features by which one disease
difl^'ers from, and is distinguished from another, (thereby clogging
and oppressing the memory with varieties of dissimilitudo,)'tl.ere
is a tendency now to synthetize, arrange and group in 'a more
general way, diseases which may present some features of variance
but many of similarity and resemblance. Markedly is this the
case in Cutaneous Medicine. Just one century ago, Shenck of
Vienna, completed his arrangement of cutaneous disorders. Wil'lan
wrote some twenty years later; and Hebra, also of Vienna, a half
century still later. Compare the earlier with the later Vienna
school, and we shall see that disea.ses are now classified on a
sounder pathological and anatomical basis ; that the skin is iden-
tified with " the rest of the organism ;

" and that the study of
its diseases is clothed with a more scientific and philosophical

• We have had those assumptions on a large scale in Tjndall'a assertion
recently, that the blue of the sky, as seen from the highest elevations, and above'
possibility of contamination with earth, is caused by vast numbers of foreign
bodies floating in the atmosphere, so small as to be undistinguisbable by a micro-
scope magnifying 1500 diameters. Dollinger produced a magnifying power ten
times that asked for, and assumed to be sufficient, but the minute germs still
declined to exhibit themselves even to this powerful observer.

We have had the same thing on a small scale in our midst. We had in Canada
predictions about the weather many months in advance, which were received bv
the thinking public with a smile of incredulity ; but by the curious with avidity-
—dulce est errorari. Had these been confined to foretelling the occurrence of the
seasons, promising us much cold in winter, much heat in summer, many showers
in spring time.and frost and falling leaves in autumn, we should have applauded
so vTige 5 rcticeaee. But more doiinito prognosticailont. v.-m- required by the public
and were given; still the heat came and went—ar.'i the "/rojrf vidail son sac''
with a wantonness and nonchalance regardless of the feelings and interest of Mr
Vennor. ' '


