
PATRIOTISM

acrimony is essential to military success, as if our soldiers

were too weak without that stimulant, and did not know
that their business is not to detest the enemy but to defeat

him—as if we were not all alike looking for the peace that

will come. For, after all, the war will soon be over, and

then we shall all have to live in friendly relations together

again.

Primitive man could not understand being loyal to his

own tribe without warring against other tribes, but we
have to put away that old man. In the nations as in the

churches we have to learn the simple truth that we can

love our own fellowfe^^p without hating the fellowships of

others.

Nay, more, there is a charity of fellowship. We need

to have great heart enough to love other chiu*ches and

nations, and thereby to love our own yet better. The best

Englishman is also a good European—^nay, he is a humani-

tarian : the best churchman is a Catholic—one who loves

the whole of Christendom as well as his own group. We
have to be patriotic and loyal like Christ, and like Him
also to be universal.

In a word, the true patriot is he who believes—not in

one patriotism but in all, who respects the nationality of

others and welcomes loyalty wherever it exists. In the

past we have not been patriotic enough. We have not

really believed in patriotism.

That is the key to the international situation. In the

past the world was dynastic ; countries were mere gauds,

to be torn from one crown and stuck on to another. The
dynasts strove, by marriage and by war, to enlarge their

estates, and patriotism was the last thing they cared about.

Then slowly, as the Christian leaven worked, foregleams

of a new charity began to appear ; the feelings of the

peoples who were parcelled and annexed began very

faintly to be considered
—

* The people, Lord, the people,
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