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on >D occasion of grave imporiancs nduica

to wrltinK, mlslake or misumlirstanding an
i

lmpo8«il>IUty.

That brliic" "** '<> "'*' "'''" '!>'•'''' 'i'". •'"'

tate "f the militia at tlic prt'soiit tluio ami

the propipsuls luudo by tlu> lion. Minister nf i

Militia and Defence for its betttmient. I
I

must say tliat his luvseiitalion ol liis re-

quest for iiK-reased expenditure ;ind of Ills

very broad and ambltioiis selieuie for the

Improvement of the militia of Canada Is of

very great Interest and reiiulri'S a iri'eat deal

of consideiatiiui. For my own part, I am
prepared to join with parliament in ap-

provUiB of an expenditure oven beyond \.bat

1 mlRht myst^'lf e<jnsiiler iieeessiiry if those

In ehart'e of the militia of tliis couniiy <'ou

Bldere<l it necessary for I lie advamcnic'iit

of our national def< nee. While this sclieme

Is of such masnitude that It will startle

some people, there is no question that if it

is practii'aliie and N properly and earelully

<-arried oui it will !.iy tlie louiidiiiion of a

mnnniticeiit scheme of defence. On ;:eneial

lines I approve of the policy proposed, but,

when I do so, it must be understood that

we are not relying solely upui c\pcmiilnte.

ar 1 that this expenditure will b" ."supple-

mented by successful work in other lines. If

we are tii have an effective system wo must

be preiwrrd to face the exiiensc. but my lion,

friend the Minister of Militia and Defence

must not for«et that, if we are to entrust

him with this very larRO sum of nionoy.

the expenditure of that mo'iev must bo sup-

plemented bv etiicicnt in^'mctioiis. worl< ;iiicl

result* so tlial v;c ni;iy iiave a proper :uid

vr -i.Mit actual li'.'lilli..' force, suppleiiicnl-

ed .vlth the same sort of rc-^erve. Owiiiu-

to the South African war and to other trou-

bles which mv ho,., friend meiiliomil, he

must roini'...ber tliat the expenditure (m a

pe-o-e footiiii: has been very much less th.Tii

the hirircr sum he now asks, a< all of the

present estimates for the militia are on a

stri<'tly pr;iie footinir. and \ adi nn-d tlic

couraRe and straightforwardness of t'.e hon.

•ninister when he said that we will have

to stand this Increased expenditure for three

or four yoars.

The MINISTER OF MII.ITIA AND
DEFENCE. Probably live years.

Hon. Mr. TISDAI.E. My own opinion is

that if we embark on this scheiiie and it

can be made a success, it is iirobablc that the

annual grant reiiuired will never lu'Come

less. I am not afraid of such an expendi-

ture, esiiecially if the couutry coiitinues to

make pro}?ress at its present rate. I lielieve

that if such an expenditure as this is worth

while, we .-liouhl undcrlaUc it at once and

with our eyes open. With the great develop-

ment of our industries, piodnciion and

population, with " prominr ir. that

is given to gr inuicri:il and colon-

ial matters in Un- old • ou'itry. I am
most optimistic with regard to tin

future of this country for no country under

heaven to-day ofTers the Inducements to the

Immigrant that Canada does. We have seen

a greiit colonial minister resign from the

hlghi'st place that the ambition of niau can

c .ntcniplate In order \'> tight the battle of

closer union belucen the various portions

j
of ilie Hrilish eniiiire. Tliat battle is of the

inmost imp stance I . Canada for when it Is

\\i,\\ we will have an Illimitable market, a

market lor more than we can produce for

sc >ri's of years to cine, and we will have

flowing to our shores all the ininilgration

' we desire, and the best lmiiiigr;ilits In the

world. I do not agree wltli my lion, friend

from North Norfolk iMr. Cliarlton> who the

:o!l!,r d;iv *Mid thai we will in a few years

!.. (•..uic'shiii whiMt from I'ort .\rthuf into

iil'.. rniled State-* bcciiii-e the population

o!' that country will increase ;n that time

1 by L'lt.iMMi.lMKK If this closer union between

the . iiipiro and the colonies takes place we
will be m re likely to see ininilgrant- com-

ing hi large numbers from the United Stnte><

into I'aiKidM than i" see iniuiigratioii ll.' iir

Into the Tnited States fmni any other .ii-

irv In llie world. We should cl , our lare

In promoting closer relation with the -ther-

laud. We should not iialt at the t^inff pre-

ference whH'li lias been granted by the

! Cieadian governuieiit to the I'.ritisb pi'o|ilc.

ejt h:u-K U|l the elTorts of the irreat Illl

1 rial st.atesniaii I have mentioned In hi-^

.Iforts for muiiijii iircrereutial trade rel:i-

tions iietween the empire and the colonies.

Hack him up not only by ^:ynlpathet!c

: words hut bv acts as well. While this

,
-oveiiimeiit declined to take up the

ioiie-Jlioii of def'-lice ;)n the lines sub-

I iniiio'l bv tlK' iniperi.-il authorities, tliey

ph iltred t'leinselves that they would see to It

I
that <mr militia would be In. proved and we

I should not be deterred by the fear of ex-

iK-nse from fultilling th.it pledge. Therefore

If t!ie Minister of Militia and Defence goes

on with this scheme on tlie lines suggested,

carefullv and with a view to th" best In-

tP|.p^t< ,',f the militia, I sliould say that the

scheme was a good one. If we are to have

a militia force it must to some extent be

conuiKMisurate with what would be reriuired

bv the expericnci's r>r war. While tlie eiilist-

liieiit should be smaller than wli;it would be

neeess.irv in cTSe of war it is very wise to

liiive all" of these auxlli.irv «ei ,
ices, muni-

tions of war. clothing, mi-r .il supplies, and

e:Miip e(inipnient. in an • lu.ient condition.

Nut onlv must we have a ftdl supply of

materials but these must bo supplemented

l,v proiier ln>struction of those who will

l\-ive charge of and tho-<e who will u^e them

i„ ,-i,lI of need. .Ml of till- will cost

\ "reat deal of mouev. Owing I presume to

i the lai-L'o appropriations for wl.'oh ho has

had to ask for other purposes, the hou. gen-

tleman has not asked an appropriation for

the additional arsenal which ho promised us

last vcar or '.a" year before. The hon. geii-

tieman is committed to it but we can wait

for it a short time as it is one of the most


