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world. It stated the intention of the Government
to refrain from interference in Europe, and its be-
lief that it was "impossible that the allied powers
should extend their political system to any portion
of either continent [of America] without endanger-
ing our peace and happiness. " The message con-
tained a strong defense of the republican system of

governa\jnt and of the right of nations to control

their c> rn internal development. It completed the

i'oiiif!! policy of the United States by declaring,

in connection with certain recent encroachments
of Russia along the northwest coast, that the era
of colonization in the Americas was over. The
United States was to maintain in the future that
boundaries between nations holding land in Am-
erica actually existed and could be traced —

a

position which invited arbitration in place of force.

Both Canning and Adams won victories, but
neither realized his full hopes. Canning prevented
the interference of Europe in Spanish America,
broke up the Quadruple Alliance, rendered the
Holy Alliance a shadow, and restored a balance of
power that meant safety for England for almost a
hundred years; but he failed to dictate American
policy. Adams on his part detached the United
States from European politics without throwing


