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issued in 1 791; the second by G. Forster, published in
Berlin the following year.

The interest of the work, aside from incidental his-
torical references to expeditions in Canada and Wiscon-
sin during the Revolution, the Loyalist settlements, and
the retention of the Northern posts, lies in the author's
mtimate knowledge of Indian life and customs, especially
those of the more primitive and savage tribes of the
North; and in the light he incidentally throws on the his-
tory of the fur-trade."

It is anything but an engaging picture which Long
pamts of his Indian friends and companions— they are
in the stage of downright savagery, debauched by con-
tact with the dregs of civUization, learning its vices, ap-
propriating its weapons, and dominating the -^vhites by
sheer force of numbers, and knowledge of the weakness
and greed of the latter. A pleasant contrast is his
account of the Canadian mission Indians; but even these
proved their savagery during the American Revolution.
Of their aboriginal customs. Long's notices of totemism,
religious rites and beliefs, courtship and marriage, social
customs- games, dances, food, dwellings— habits of
huntmg, and physical and mental characteristics, are
valuable because original and the result of immediate ob-
servation.

Scarcely less dark is th > picture presented by Long of
the fur-trade and the tra. rg. This was the period of un-
licensed and almost ruuious competition between Ihe
great company at the North, and the independent mer-
chants from Canada— the latter acting each for him-

• Long's book is of sUght topographic value to the historical student, becauseof the apparently uninhabitable nature of the countries through which he passedthey are neariy as undeveloped now as they were then.


